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By Hegar Chola | Mansa

The Constituency
Development Fund (CDF)
ski l l s  development
bursary programme, one
of  the  government 's
f lagship  initiative s  a imed
at  equipping vulnerable
youths  with practical
ski l l s  and improving
economic  opportunitie s  i s
fac ing growing scrutiny in
Mansa distr ict  amid
concerns  over  training
costs,  institutional
capacity  and value for
money.

Although the a l locations
fal l  within the approved
bursary budgets,  the
disparitie s  prompt
broader  que stions  about
whether  the amounts  paid
are  consistent  with
prevai l ing  market  rate s
for  comparable  training
programme s and whether
existing overs ight
mechanisms provide
adequate  safeguards  for
value for  money.

arguing that  there  was a
need for  greater
transparency around
training costs  and
stronger  overs ight  of
partic ipating institutions.

but  maintained that
partic ipating institutions
were monitored and could
be blackl isted i f  found to
be in  breach of
programme guidel ine s.

Among the benef ic iar ie s  i s
a  student  s e lected to
pursue a  one-year  Fashion
De sign and Tai lor ing
cours e  at  Mansa School
for  Continuing Education
at  a  cost  of  K21,850.
Another  benef ic iary
enrol led in  a  one-year
Food Production cours e
was al located K25,815.

The concerns  are  not
l imited to  costs.  Some
benef ic iar ie s  interviewed
by KFM said  they were
experiencing chal lenge s
that  rais ed que stions
about  the preparedne ss  of
institutions  receiving
large numbers  of  CDF-
sponsored students.

Fel ix  Mwila,  who was
initia l ly  s e lected to
pursue a  dr iv ing cours e,
said  practical  le ssons  had
not  commenced de spite
the programme already
being underway.  He
further  disc los ed that  he
was later  redirected to
another  institution,  a
development  he said
created uncertainty  about
his  training.

Institutional  authoritie s,
however,  rejected
sugge stions  of
wrongdoing.
Mansa Trade s  Principal
Mukupa Musans e
defended the institution's
fee  structure,  saying
charge s  were approved by
the Technical  Education,
Vocational  and
Entrepreneurship
Training Authority
(TEVETA) and relevant
government ministr ie s.

An inve stigation by KFM
in Bahati  Constituency,
one of  the  two
constituencie s  in  Mansa,
found mounting que stions
from benef ic iar ie s,  c iv ic
leaders  and education
s ector  repre s entative s
over  whether  the
programme is  del iver ing
the qual ity  of  training
promis ed whi le  ensuring
prudent  us e  of  publ ic
funds.

Off ic ia l  records  i ssued by
Mansa Municipal  Counci l
on February 2,  2026,  and
signed by Town Clerk Dr.
Jos ephine Mwanza,  show
that  295 students  were
s elected to  benef it  from
the programme in  Bahati
Constituency.  More than
K6.2 mil l ion was
al located towards  ski l l s
development  training.
However,  a  review of
some of  the  a l locations
has  sparked debate  among
citizens.

At  Mansa Trade s  Training
Institute,  Student  Union
Pre sident  Malcolm
Mudenda said  the rapid
increas e  in  enrolment
under the bursary scheme
had placed pre ssure  on
institutional  re source s.

He also  said  some
students  were receiving
predominantly  theoretical
instruction becaus e of
l imited practical
equipment  and shortage s
of  protective  gear
required for  hands-on
learning.

"We need to  ensure that
publ ic  funds  are
translating into  qual ity
training and meaningful
ski l l s  for  the
benef ic iar ie s,"  Bwanga
said.

Mansa Trade s  Principal
Musans e acknowledged
that  the increas e  in
enrolment  re sulting from
CDF sponsorship  had
stretched the institution's
capacity,  particular ly  in
relation to  training
re source s  and
infrastructure.

She also  said  the counci l
was executing decis ions
made by the CDF
Committee s  and was not
sole ly  re sponsible  for
determining benef ic iary
placements  or
institutional  s e lections.

Further  inquir ie s  by KFM
revealed s igni f icant
variations  in  training
costs.
A ski l l s  training
institution in  Luapula
Province of fer ing a
comparable  food
production cours e  under
s el f-sponsorship  quoted
K9,600 for  a  one-year
programme —
considerably  lower than
some of  the  a l locations
reviewed under  the CDF
bursary scheme.

While  the comparison
alone doe s  not  e stabl ish
any irregularity,  it  ra is e s
que stions  about  how
bursary-funded training
costs  are  determined and
whether  suf f ic ient
scrutiny exists  to  ensure
value for  money before
publ ic  funds  are
committed.

Musans e maintained that
the fee s  were standard
and compl ied with
regulatory requirements.

The concerns  have also
attracted the attention of
local  leaders.  Chansunsu
Ward Counci l lor
Emmanuel  Bwanga
que stioned whether  the
programme was del iver ing
maximum benef it  to
learners,  

Mudendaalso  c ited delays
in  the disburs ement  of
meal  a l lowance s,  saying
some students  struggled
to meet  bas ic  needs  whi le
waiting for  payments.

As  publ ic  inve stment  in
ski l l s  development
continue s  to  grow,
obs ervers  say greater
transparency and
accountabi l ity  wi l l  be
vital  to  maintaining
conf idence in  the
programme.

This  art ic le  was
produced by
MakanDay’s  Local
Reporting
Network.
Subscribe through
our website  and
fol low our
Facebook page to
receive stories  l ike
this  one as  soon as
they are published.

But Mansa Municipal
Counci l  Publ ic  Relations
Off icer  Joel  Kashi
attr ibuted delays  in
publ ishing benef ic iary
l ists  and proce ss ing
al lowance s  to  veri f ication
procedure s  and late
submiss ions  
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By Precious Mwambula | Kapir i  Mposhi

What was once re s erved
for  rai lway expansion is
now dotted with hous e s.

Ins ide  the Kapir i  Dry
Port  s ite  in  Northpark
area in  Kapir i  Mposhi,
structure s  have quiet ly
emerged on land
belonging to  the
Tanzania-Zambia Rai lway
Authority  (TAZARA),
de spite  years  of  warnings,
stop orders,  and eviction
notice s.

Chingag’andu said  in
re spons e s  made avai lable
to  ZI  FM through
TAZARA Head of  Publ ic
Relations  Conrad
Simuchi le.

The authority  says  it  has
s ince  e scalated
enforcement  by i ssuing
formal  eviction notice s
and engaging local
leadership.

H o w  i l le g a l  s e t t le m e n t s  a r e  s w a l lo w i n g  s t r a t e g i c  TAZ ARA  l a n d  i n  K a p i r i  M p o s h i

Some occupants  have
reportedly  agreed to
vacate  the land,  a lthough
ful l  compl iance remains
uncertain.

By MakanDay

the rai lway station by
Central  Province
Permanent  Secretary Dr
Milner  Mwanakampwe
and Permanent  Secretary
for  Transport  and
Logistic s  Frederick
Mwalusaka.

The land,  considered
strategic  for  future
rai lway and trade logistic s
development,  i s  now at
the centre  of  a  growing
batt le  involving land
governance fa i lure s,  weak
enforcement,  and
unanswered que stions
over  who al lowed
construction on protected
rai lway property.

According to  TAZARA
Managing Director  and
Chief  Executive  Off icer
Bruno Chingag’andu,  the
encroachment at  the
Kapir i  Dry Port  s ite  was
formal ly  detected in
2010.  But  the broader
problem along the rai lway
corridor  date s  back to  the
1990s.

Of  the 12 hectare s,  land
equivalent  to  nearly  17
footbal l  p itche s  out
together,  or ig inal ly
re s erved for  the dry port
project,  approximately
eight  hectare s  have
already been af fected by
i l legal  occupation.

But  inve stigations  by ZI
FM sugge st  the  problem
may be larger  than
isolated i l legal  structure s.

Yet  the bigger  que stion
remains  unanswered:  who
al located or  fac i l itated
acce ss  to  the land in  the
f irst  p lace?

Ministry  Principal  Publ ic
Relations  Off icer
Delphine Hampande told
ZI FM that  land
al location is  managed
either  by the Ministry  of
Lands or  local
authoritie s.

FACT CHECK | Did PF infrastructure
investment  make Western Province no
longer Zambia's  poorest  province?

Among the projects  he
cited were the Mongu–
Kalabo Road,  Sioma
Bridge,  the Mongu–
Senanga and Mongu–
Se sheke roads,  township
roads  in  Mongu,  the
cashew infrastructure
programme 

and the construction of
new s econdary schools.

TAZARA says  at  least  s ix
structure s  have been
identi f ied  within the
re str icted zone.

At  the s ite,  some of  the
hous e s  appear  occupied
only  by caretakers,  whi le
neighbours  say the actual
owners  do not  l ive  in
Kapir i  Mposhi  — rais ing
que stions  about  whether
the land is  being held  for
speculation or  by
individuals  with pol itical
or  f inancial  inf luence.

Under the TAZARA Act  of
1995,  a  50-metre  re s erve
exists  on e ither  s ide  of
the rai lway l ine  where
construction is
prohibited.

De spite  this  legal
re str iction,  construction
activ itie s  continued even
after  stop orders  were
issued.

“Thos e occupying the
land were instructed to
ceas e  developments,  but
some ignored the
directive s,” 

That  que stion become s
more cr itical  g iven that
the Ministry  of  Lands  and
Natural  Re source s  has
conf irmed that  the area is
of f ic ia l ly  re s erved for
rai lway us e.

She said  the ministry
operate s  an onl ine
veri f ication system
intended to  prevent  i l legal
al locations.

However,  Hampande
conf irmed that  no
ministry  of f ic ia l  has  been
inve stigated or  disc ipl ined
in re lation to  the
encroachment.

Meanwhile,  e f forts  to
obtain answers  from the
planning department  at
Kapir i  Mposhi  Town
Counci l  proved
unsucce ssful  de spite
repeated pre ss  querie s
and fo l low-ups  s eeking
clar i f ication on whether
the counci l  approved or
was aware of  the
developments.

That  s i lence leave s
cr itical  que stions
unanswered.

I f  the  land is  protected
rai lway property,  how
were structure s  a l lowed
to emerge over  s everal
years  without
intervention from local
planning authoritie s?

And i f  no a l location was
off ic ia l ly  made,  who sold
or  occupied the land?

In February this  year,
TAZARA Regional
Manager  Kambani
Ndhlovu disc los ed the
encroachment during a
tour of  

The two of f ic ia ls  urged
TAZARA management  to
engage the re s idents
occupying the land.

But the s ituation
highl ights  a  deeper
national  problem — the
growing pre ssure  on
publ ic  land and the
apparent  inabi l ity  of
institutions  to  prevent
encroachment even on
strategic  infrastructure
corridors.

Rai l  experts  warn that
s ett lements  near  rai lway
l ine s  pos e  s er ious  safety
risks.

Structure s  bui lt  too c lo s e
to  tracks  increas e  the
danger  of  fatal itie s  in  the
event  of  derai lments  or
rai l  acc idents.

The encroachment a lso
threatens  future
expansion plans  at  the
Kapir i  Dry Port,  a  project
viewed as  important  to
regional  trade and cargo
movement between
Zambia and neighbouring
countrie s.

Internal ly,  TAZARA now
says  it  i s  working to
improve land protection
systems,  including
boundary demarcation,
enhanced s ecurity,  and
clos er  coordination with
local  authoritie s.But  after
decade s  of  encroachment,
que stions  remain over
whether  enforcement  i s
a lready too late.

This  stor y was
produced through the
MakanDay Centre for
Invest igat ive
Journalism's
community journalism
network, amplifying
local  voices  and
holding public
inst i tut ions
accountable.

Claim

Former diplomat and
Patriotic  Front  (PF)
member Emmanuel
Mwamba c la imed in  a
Facebook post  that
We stern Province i s  no
longer  Zambia 's  poore st
province becaus e of  major
infrastructure
inve stments  undertaken
during the PF
administration.

What did
MakanDay check?
MakanDay examined two
que stions:

• Did We stern Province
receive  substantia l
infrastructure inve stment
during the PF
administration?

• Do of f ic ia l  statistic s
show that  the s e
inve stments  made
We stern Province no
longer  Zambia 's  poore st
province?

https://www.tazarasite.com/downloads
https://www.tazarasite.com/downloads
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What the evidence shows
Off ic ia l  records  conf irm
that  We stern Province
benef ited from s igni f icant
publ ic  infrastructure
inve stment  over  the past
two decade s,  with s everal
major  projects  completed
during the PF
administration.

The s e  include the
completion of  the  Mongu–
Kalabo Road,  Sioma
Bridge across  the Zambezi
River,  the  Mongu–
Senanga and Mongu–
Se sheke roads,  township
roads  in  Mongu,
implementation of  the
cashew infrastructure
programme, and
construction of  s econdary
schools  in  distr icts  such
as  Se sheke and Sikongo.  

While  it  i s  therefore
accurate  that  We stern
Province no longer  has
the highe st  poverty
incidence,  there  i s
insuff ic ient  evidence to
conclude that  the
infrastructure
inve stments  c ited by Mr
Mwamba were re sponsible
for  that  change.

The late st  of f ic ia l  poverty
statistic s  a lso  show that
We stern Province no
longer  records  the highe st
poverty  incidence in
Zambia.

Off ic ia l  records  support
the c la im that  We stern
Province benef ited from
substantia l  infrastructure
inve stment  during the PF
administration.  Off ic ia l
poverty  statistic s  a lso
conf irm that  We stern
Province no longer  has
the highe st  poverty
incidence in  Zambia.

From page 1

Claim 1:  Zambia
produced about
70,000kg of  emeralds  in
2017

Verdict

Claim: PF infrastructure
inve stment  made We stern
Province no longer
Zambia 's  poore st
province.

However,  there  i s  no
evidence in  the 2022
Living Conditions
Monitoring Survey
showing that  the
infrastructure projects
c ited caus ed this  change.
While  both statements  are
individual ly  supported by
avai lable  evidence,  the
causal  l ink between them
has not  been e stabl ished.
Therefore,  the  c la im is
only  part ly  supported by
the avai lable  evidence.

FACT CHECK | Two Claims by Charles
Chanda Checked

1.  Zambia produced
about  70,000
ki logramme s of  emeralds
in  2017,  worth enough
to f inance the country 's
national  budget  for
about  26 years.

During the launch of
Pre s ident  Hakainde
Hichi lema's  of f ic ia l
campaign on Sunday,  28
June,  ahead of  the  13
August  general  e lection,
United Prosperous  and
Peaceful  Zambia (UPPZ)
pre sident  Charle s  Chanda
made two c la ims in  a
statement  that  has  s ince
circulated widely  on
social  media.  He c la imed
that:

Off ic ia l  production data
doe s  not  support  this
c la im.

Furthermore,  production
volume alone cannot  be
us ed to  e stimate  market
value.  The commercial
value of  emeralds
depends  on factors  such
as  gemstone qual ity,
colour,  c lar ity,  s ize,
recovery rate s  and
international  market
price s.  The of f ic ia l  data
doe s  not  support  the
conclus ion that  Zambia
produced emeralds  worth
enough to  f inance the
national  budget  for
decade s.

According to  the 2022
Living Conditions
Monitoring Survey
(LCMS) publ ished by the
Zambia Statistic s  Agency,
Muchinga Province has
the highe st  poverty
incidence at  82.6%,
fol lowed by We stern
Province (78.6%),
Northern Province
(78.0%) and Luapula
Province (76.5%).

This  means it  i s  factual ly
correct  that  We stern
Province i s  no longer  the
province with the highe st
poverty  incidence.

Did infrastructure
investment  cause
the change?
The avai lable  evidence
doe s  not  e stabl ish that
conclus ion.  The Living
Conditions  Monitoring
Survey measure s  poverty
levels  across  Zambia but
doe s  not  analys e  the
reasons  why poverty
increas ed or  decl ined in
particular  province s.  I t
therefore  cannot  be  us ed
to conclude that
infrastructure projects
implemented under  the PF
administration caus ed
We stern Province to  move
from having the country 's
highe st  poverty  incidence.

Change s  in  poverty  levels
are  inf luenced by a  range
of  factors,  including
hous ehold income s,
agricultural  production,
employment,  economic
growth,  socia l  protection
programme s,  migration
and demographic  change s.
The LCMS doe s  not
attr ibute  change s  in
provincial  poverty  to
speci f ic  government
projects  or
administrations.

Rating:  Partly  Correct.

By MakanDay Reporter

2.  He suspended his
2026 pre s identia l
campaign becaus e
Pre sident  Hakainde
Hichi lema de s erved
another  f ive  years  in
of f ice.

MakanDay checked the
facts.

The facts

The 2017 annual  report
of  the  Zambia Extractive
Industr ie s  Transparency
Initiative  (ZEITI)
records  Zambia 's
production as  60,063
ki logramme s of  emerald
and beryl  combined,  not
70,000 ki logramme s of
emeralds  a lone.
The 2016 ZEITI Annual
Report  records
71,878.66 ki logramme s
of  emerald  and beryl,  a
f igure  much c los er  to  the
70,000 ki logramme s
cited by Chanda.
Importantly,  neither
report  records
production of  emeralds
alone.  Instead,  both
class i fy  

production as  "emerald
and beryl".

This  d istinction matters.

Beryl  i s  a  mineral  specie s
that  include s  s everal
gemstone s,  one of  which
is  emerald.  Off ic ia l
production statistic s
therefore  combine
emerald  with other  forms
of  beryl,  meaning it  i s
inaccurate  to  de scr ibe  the
entire  recorded
production as  emeralds.

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AafpDjFDt/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AafpDjFDt/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AafpDjFDt/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AafpDjFDt/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AafpDjFDt/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AafpDjFDt/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AafpDjFDt/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AafpDjFDt/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AafpDjFDt/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AafpDjFDt/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AafpDjFDt/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AafpDjFDt/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AafpDjFDt/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AafpDjFDt/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AafpDjFDt/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AafpDjFDt/
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Off ic ia l  records  show
Zambia produced
60,063kg of  emerald  and
beryl  combined in  2017—
not 70,000kg of  emeralds.
The f igure  c ited by
Chanda more c lo s ely
re s emble s  2016
production data and
incorrect ly  treats  a l l
recorded beryl  as
emerald.

Claim 2:  Charle s  Chanda
voluntari ly  suspended his
pre s identia l  b id

Announcing the
commiss ion's  decis ion,
ECZ Chairperson
Mwangala  Zaloumis  said
Chanda had been
disqual i f ied  under  Artic le
100 of  the  Constitution of
Zambia (Amendment) Act
No.  2  of  2016,  together
with Regulations  11 and
18 of  the  Electoral
Proce ss  (General)
Regulations.

OPINION | Why Chasing
Foreigners  Wil l  Not  Fix
South Africa

Verdict:  Mostly  False.

What my conversations
with migrants  in  England
revealed about  migration,
belonging and Afr ica 's
shared de stiny.

Whether  one agree s  with
his  v iews or  not,  they
ref lected the di f f icult
real ity  many migrants
face.  They often f ind
thems elve s  caught
between a  homeland they
miss  and a  host  country
that  i s  its e l f  changing.

The s e  conversations
reminded me of  a  s imple
truth:  people  rarely  leave
their  home s becaus e they
want to.  Most  leave
becaus e c ircumstance s
compel  them to.  And even
after  decade s  abroad,
many continue to  dream
of  going back.

The Electoral  Commiss ion
of  Zambia (ECZ) rejected
his  nomination after
determining that  he  did
not  meet  constitutional
e l ig ibi l ity  requirements.

ECZ also  found that  the
adoption certi f icate
submitted with his
nomination papers  did  not
bear  the name of  the
party 's  s ecretary general
as  required,  rendering the
document defective.

There i s  a  dangerous
i l lus ion taking root  in
South Afr ica—that  a
country can solve  its
problems by turning
against  foreigners.  My
recent  v is it  to  England
reminded me just  how
fals e  that  bel ie f  i s .

Driving fe l low Afr icans
out  of  South Afr ica  wi l l
not  create  jobs.  I t  wi l l  not
reduce poverty.  I t  wi l l  not
f ix  inequal ity.  I t  wi l l  not
solve  the country 's
economic  chal lenge s.
Thos e problems require
sound governance,
economic  reforms and
accountable  leadership—
not scapegoats.

The real ity  i s  that  Afr ica
has  a lways  depended on
the movement of  people,
ski l l s  and inve stment
across  borders.

South Afr ica  its e l f  i s  a
benef ic iary  of  that
history.

The facts:  Avai lable
evidence shows Chanda
did not  voluntari ly
withdraw from the 2026
pre sidentia l  race.

According to  the
commiss ion,  the Off ice  of
the Off ic ia l  Receiver
wrote  to  ECZ on 22 Apri l
2026 enclos ing a  court
judgment  showing that
Chanda had an
undischarged bankruptcy.

The commission
therefore rejected
his  nomination.
Publ ic ly  avai lable  ECZ
proceedings  announcing
the decis ion conf irm that
Chanda's  candidature was
rejected before  the
election campaign.

Verdict:  False.

The avai lable  evidence
shows Chanda did  not
voluntari ly  suspend his
pre s identia l  campaign.
His  nomination was
rejected by the
Electoral  Commiss ion of
Zambia after  it  found
that  he  did  not  meet
constitutional  and
regulatory
requirements.

Migration is  as  o ld  as
humanity  its e l f.  People
have always  cross ed
borders  in  s earch of
peace,  opportunity,
education,  s ecurity  and a
better  future.  No amount
of  hatred,  v io lence or
pol itical  rhetoric  has  ever
stopped people  from
moving.  I t  never  has,  and
it  never  wi l l .

During my stay in
England,  I  encountered
people  from every corner
of  the  world.  The driver
who col lected me from the
airport  was or ig inal ly
from Pakistan.  At  my
hotel,  I  met  two other
foreigners  working at  the
hotel—one from Russia
and another  from
Pakistan.  On the day I
departed,  my driver  to  the
airport  was a  Ugandan.

Their  stor ie s  were
di f ferent,  but  they al l
carr ied a  common theme.

Most  had left  their
countrie s  becaus e
economic  or  pol itical
c ircumstance s  had made
l i fe  d i f f icult.  Yet  de spite
having e stabl ished
thems elve s  in  England,
many sti l l  spoke with
affection about  the
countrie s  they had left
behind.  Home,  they told
me,  remained home.

One conversation,  in
particular,  has  stayed
with me.

The Ugandan driver
explained that  he  had
l ived outs ide  his  country
for  more than 20 years.
His  greate st  wish was to
return home permanently.
But  he admitted he was
unsure whether  he could
safe ly  rebui ld  his  l i fe
under  Pre s ident  Yoweri
Mus eveni ' s  government.
At  the same time,  he  fe lt
increasingly
uncomfortable  with some
of  the socia l  change s
taking place  in  England.  

He bel ieved the country
was dri f ting  away from its
Christian foundations  and
expre ss ed concern about
the growing inf luence of
other  re l ig ions  and other
cultural  shi f ts .  

That  i s  why the recurring
attacks  on foreign
nationals  in  South Afr ica
are  not  only  tragic—they
are profoundly  misguided.

During the struggle
against  apartheid,
countrie s  across  the
continent  opened their
borders  to  South Afr ican
exi le s.  Zambia,  in
particular,  p layed an
extraordinary role  by
hosting the headquarters
of  the  Afr ican National
Congre ss  (ANC) in
Lusaka for  many years.
Thousands  of  South
Africans  found safety,
education and sol idarity
beyond their  country 's
borders  when they needed
it  most.

Today,  the re lationship
has  come ful l  c irc le.
South Afr ican companie s
operate  extensively
throughout  the continent.
In Zambia,  v irtual ly
every major  shopping
centre  hosts  South
African retai lers  and
busine ss e s.  

They employ thousands  of
Zambians,  generate  tax
revenue and contr ibute  to
economic  activ ity.  That  i s
precis e ly  what  free
movement,  regional
cooperation and economic
integration are  meant  to
achieve.
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Si lence in  the face  of
injustice  i s  not
neutral ity—

I f  Afr icans  can welcome
South Afr ican busine ss e s
into  their  countrie s,
surely  South Afr icans  can
extend the same humanity
to  fe l low Afr icans  who
come s eeking hone st  work
and a  better  l i fe.

The s e  are  not  merely
rel ig ious  teachings.  They
are timele ss  pr inciple s  for
bui lding peaceful
societie s.

OPINION | Why Chasing Foreigners  Wil l  Not  Fix South Africa cont...

He maintained that  both

Africa 's  future  wi l l  not
be s ecured by bui lding
wal ls  between
neighbours.  I t  wi l l  be
s ecured by bui lding
stronger  institutions,
stronger  economie s  and
stronger  bonds  between
our people.

i t  i s  compl ic ity.

This  week in the Bullet in & Record

T h e  L i o n  f r o m  M b o le  Vi l l a g e

Daniel  Munkombwe def ie s
categorisation.  He has
been cal led a  radical,  a
l ion and even someone
“from the archive s”.
Whatever  anyone may cal l
him, he i s  a  man for  a l l
s easons.  He has  worked
with both the UNIP and
MMD governments  and,  at
age 81,  many people
thought  there  might  not
be a  role  for  him in
modern pol itic s.  They
were wrong.

His  nomination as  a
Member of  Parl iament
and subs equent
appointment  as  Southern
Province Minister  by
Pre sident  Michael  Sata
proved him to  be  a  “roof
compound”,  as  he  puts  it
hims el f.

Some obs ervers  bel ieved
he was being rewarded for
ass isting the PF to  win
the Livingstone
parl iamentary by-
election,  whi le  others
argued he had mastered
the art  of  Zambian
pol itic s  and knew exact ly
what  to  say to  attract  the
attention of  appointing
authoritie s.

character  has  endeared
him to  Zambia’s  leaders.

“I  think the s e  wi l l  one
day de scr ibe  me as  a
father  who never  feared
anything,” he says,
referr ing to  his  chi ldren.
“Physical ly,  I ’m a  l ion.
They cal l  me munyama.  I
have a  big  heart  to  look
after  people.”

Mr Munkombwe’s  candid
character  has  earned him
both enemie s  and fr iends.
It  has  s een him r is e  and
fal l  under  di f ferent
pol itical  regime s.

“In Tonga we have a
saying,  mukal i  uzwa
mubunj i  (a  tough person
come s from among the
many).”

Rupiah Banda also
al lowed me to  work
freely.”

He s erved as  Minister  of
State  (1983–1987),
Minister  of
Decentral isation (1987–
1991),  a  UNIP Central
Committee  member,  MMD
Southern Province
Minister  and Deputy
Minister  in  the Off ice  of
the Vice-Pre sident.

Born on 16 May 1932 in
Mbole  Vi l lage  under  Chief
Maacha,  he  came from a
peasant  family.  His
father,  Phi l l ip  Chibbwalu
Moono,  s erved in  the
Second World War as  a
Regimental  Sergeant
Major.  Becaus e of  this,
Munkombwe only  started
school  in  1945 at  the  age
of  13.

Kenneth Kaunda’s
developmental  ideals
through reclaiming
strategic  national  ass ets
and promoting national
unity,  whi le  ins isting this
did  not  mean returning to
a one-party  state.

He concluded
optimistical ly  that  Zambia
was “going the r ight  way”
and expre ss ed his  wish to
be remembered as  “a
pol itic ian that  i s
admirable,  a  pol itic ian
that  i s  l ikeable.”

To thos e  who have
experienced
discr imination or  v io lence
s imply  becaus e they are
foreigners,  my appeal  i s
this :  never  a l low hatred
to shape your re spons e.

The Prophet  Amos
urge s  us  to  "s eek good,
and not  evi l . . .  

The generation that
fought  for  Afr ica 's
l iberation bel ieved in
Pan-Afr ican sol idarity.

Where is  that  leadership
today?

Why do so  many leaders
remain s i lent  when fe l low
Africans  are  attacked,
humil iated or  even ki l led
becaus e of  their
national ity?

Our shared humanity
demands nothing le ss.

hate  evi l ,  love  good,  and
e stabl ish justice"  (Amos
5:14–15).  The Apost le
Paul  echoe s  the same
principle  in  Romans
12:21:  "Do not  be
overcome by evi l ,  but
overcome evi l  with good."

They understood that  the
continent  would only
prosper  i f  Afr icans  stood
together.  Their  v is ion
was one of  unity,  not
divis ion;  cooperation,
not  exclus ion.

A prof i le  of  Daniel  Munkombwe, new Minister  of  Southern Province
By Charles Mafa

“If  there  i s  a  patch which
I  can patch,” he says
cheerful ly,  “i f  I  can be a
stabi l i s ing  force,  i f  I  can
be g lue… i f  I  can s eal  any
leaking hole,  why should I
say no?”

This  was Mr
Munkombwe’s  reaction
when he was asked
whether  he was ready to
take up a  position in  the
Patriotic  Front
government when cal led
upon.  

Indeed,  there  may be
some truth in  that.  He has
often openly  sugge sted
that  pol itic s  i s  about
personal  benef it.  Yet  his
unique 

During an interview at
his  Kabebya Farm in
Choma, he cr itic is ed
regional  pol itic s,  arguing
that  leaders  who conf ined
thems elve s  to  regional
support  would struggle  to
reach State  Hous e.

“If  you’re  a  regional
leader  you don’t  go  to
State  Hous e,” he said.
“You wil l  remain in  the
opposition.”

He recal led his  own
experience in  the Afr ican
National  Congre ss  (ANC),
then led by the late  Harry
Mwaanga Nkumbula,
which control led
Southern and Central
province s.

Mr Munkombwe de scr ibed
s erving under  every
Zambian government
s ince  independence as  one
of  the  great  pr iv i lege s  of
his  l i fe.

“Kenneth Kaunda is  a
fantastic  man… Chi luba
was e loquent…
Mwanawasa was
legal istic… 

He attended Macha
Central,  Muyanda,
Sikalongo Miss ion and
later  Matopo Secondary
School  in  Zimbabwe.

He jokingly  de scr ibe s
hims el f  as  “a benef ic iary
of  chi ld  labour” after
spending his  chi ldhood
herding catt le.

His  pol itical  career  began
in the 1950s with the
ANC. In 1956 he became
Livingstone Distr ict
Secretary and later  helped
organis e  anti-colonial
boycotts  that  led  to  his
arre st  a longside  other
activ ists .

Beyond pol itic s,  he  has
sponsored footbal l  teams
including Choma United
and Kabebya United and
helped e stabl ish the
Chipolopolo  Supporters
Association.

Speaking about  Pre s ident
Michael  Sata,
Munkombwe argued that
the PF government was
reviving some of  

Regimental  Sergeant
Major—the highe st
position held  by an
African at  the  time—
Daniel  Munkombwe's
father  fought  in  the
Second World War from
1939 to  1945.  While  he
was away,  the family
moved to  Chief  Maacha's
vi l lage,  where young
Daniel  spent  his
chi ldhood herding catt le,
delaying the start  of  his
education unti l  the  age of
13.

He attended Macha
Central,  Muyanda,
Sikalongo Miss ion and
Matopo Secondary School
in  Zimbabwe before
returning to  Zambia in
December 1954.

De scribing hims el f
humorously  as  "a
benef ic iary  of  chi ld
labour",  Munkombwe said
the experience insti l led
disc ipl ine  and
pers everance.  His  f iery
temperament  a lso  became
evident  early  in  l i fe  when
he rejected his  f irst
government job after
being addre ss ed by a
British re s earcher  as  "my
boy",  which he regarded
as  insulting.

Munkombwe began his
pol itical  career  in  the
1950s with 
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Away from pol itic s,  he
sponsored footbal l  teams
including Choma United
and Kabebya United and
helped e stabl ish the
Chipolopolo  Supporters
Association,  where
Rupiah Banda s erved as
his  deputy.

the Afr ican National
Congre ss  (ANC).  In 1956
he became ANC
Livingstone Distr ict
Secretary and later  helped
organis e  anti-colonial
boycotts  that  led  to  his
arre st  a longside  fe l low
activ ists .

Fol lowing his  appointment
as  Southern Province
Minister,  Munkombwe
said  he bel ieved he could
remain active  in  pol itic s
wel l  into  his  ninetie s  i f  he
remained healthy.

The Lion from Mbole Vi l lage Cont...

He prais ed Pre s ident
Michael  Sata 's
government for  reviving
aspects  of  Kenneth
Kaunda's  v is ion by
reclaiming strategic
national  ass ets  whi le
stre ss ing that  this  d id  not
imply  a  return to  a  one-
party  state  or
abandonment of  the
market  economy.

He later  became ANC
Provincial  Vice-Pre sident
and Provincial  Chairman,
emerging as  a  c lo s e  a l ly  of
Harry Mwaanga
Nkumbula.

he said  the country was
"going the r ight  way" and
concluded that  he  hoped
to be  remembered as  "a
pol itic ian that  i s
admirable,  a  pol itic ian
that  i s  l ikeable."

Expre ss ing optimism
about  Zambia 's  future
under the Patr iotic  Front
government,

Munkombwe died on 15
June 2018 at  Livingstone
General  Hospital  at  the
age of  86 after  a  short
i l lne ss.  May his  soul  re st
in  peace.
Editor's  Note:  This  stor y was
f irst  published in the June
2013 edit ion of  The Bullet in &
Record magazine.
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	CDF Skills Bursary Under Scrutiny as Institutions Struggle With Rising Enrollment
	By Hegar Chola | Mansa
	The Constituency Development Fund (CDF) skills development bursary programme, one of the government's flagship initiatives aimed at equipping vulnerable youths with practical skills and improving economic opportunities is facing growing scrutiny in Mansa district amid concerns over training costs, institutional capacity and value for money.
	Although the allocations fall within the approved bursary budgets, the disparities prompt broader questions about whether the amounts paid are consistent with prevailing market rates for comparable training programmes and whether existing oversight mechanisms provide adequate safeguards for value for money.
	arguing that there was a need for greater transparency around training costs and stronger oversight of participating institutions.
	but maintained that participating institutions were monitored and could be blacklisted if found to be in breach of programme guidelines.
	"We need to ensure that public funds are translating into quality training and meaningful skills for the beneficiaries," Bwanga said.
	She also said the council was executing decisions made by the CDF Committees and was not solely responsible for determining beneficiary placements or institutional selections.
	Mansa Trades Principal Musanse acknowledged that the increase in enrolment resulting from CDF sponsorship had stretched the institution's capacity, particularly in relation to training resources and infrastructure.
	The concerns are not limited to costs. Some beneficiaries interviewed by KFM said they were experiencing challenges that raised questions about the preparedness of institutions receiving large numbers of CDF-sponsored students.
	As public investment in skills development continues to grow, observers say greater transparency and accountability will be vital to maintaining confidence in the programme.
	An investigation by KFM in Bahati Constituency, one of the two constituencies in Mansa, found mounting questions from beneficiaries, civic leaders and education sector representatives over whether the programme is delivering the quality of training promised while ensuring prudent use of public funds.
	Mudendaalso cited delays in the disbursement of meal allowances, saying some students struggled to meet basic needs while waiting for payments.

	This article was produced by MakanDay’s Local Reporting Network. Subscribe through our website and follow our Facebook page to receive stories like this one as soon as they are published.
	Felix Mwila, who was initially selected to pursue a driving course, said practical lessons had not commenced despite the programme already being underway. He further disclosed that he was later redirected to another institution, a development he said created uncertainty about his training.
	Official records issued by Mansa Municipal Council on February 2, 2026, and signed by Town Clerk Dr. Josephine Mwanza, show that 295 students were selected to benefit from the programme in Bahati Constituency. More than K6.2 million was allocated towards skills development training. However, a review of some of the allocations has sparked debate among citizens.
	But Mansa Municipal Council Public Relations Officer Joel Kashi attributed delays in publishing beneficiary lists and processing allowances to verification procedures and late submissions
	At Mansa Trades Training Institute, Student Union President Malcolm Mudenda said the rapid increase in enrolment under the bursary scheme had placed pressure on institutional resources.
	He also said some students were receiving predominantly theoretical instruction because of limited practical equipment and shortages of protective gear required for hands-on learning.
	Among the beneficiaries is a student selected to pursue a one-year Fashion Design and Tailoring course at Mansa School for Continuing Education at a cost of K21,850. Another beneficiary enrolled in a one-year Food Production course was allocated K25,815.
	Institutional authorities, however, rejected suggestions of wrongdoing. Mansa Trades Principal Mukupa Musanse defended the institution's fee structure, saying charges were approved by the Technical Education, Vocational and Entrepreneurship Training Authority (TEVETA) and relevant government ministries.
	Further inquiries by KFM revealed significant variations in training costs. A skills training institution in Luapula Province offering a comparable food production course under self-sponsorship quoted K9,600 for a one-year programme — considerably lower than some of the allocations reviewed under the CDF bursary scheme.
	Musanse maintained that the fees were standard and complied with regulatory requirements.
	While the comparison alone does not establish any irregularity, it raises questions about how bursary-funded training costs are determined and whether sufficient scrutiny exists to ensure value for money before public funds are committed.
	The concerns have also attracted the attention of local leaders. Chansunsu Ward Councillor Emmanuel Bwanga questioned whether the programme was delivering maximum benefit to learners,
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	BUILT ON THE TRACKS
	How illegal settlements are swallowing strategic TAZARA land in Kapiri Mposhi
	By Precious Mwambula | Kapiri Mposhi
	This story was produced through the MakanDay Centre for Investigative Journalism's community journalism network, amplifying local voices and holding public institutions accountable.

	FACT CHECK | Did PF infrastructure investment make Western Province no longer Zambia's poorest province?
	By MakanDay
	Claim
	What did MakanDay check?
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	OPINION | Why Chasing Foreigners Will Not Fix South Africa
	Verdict: Mostly False.
	The commission therefore rejected his nomination.
	Verdict: False.
	The available evidence shows Chanda did not voluntarily suspend his presidential campaign. His nomination was rejected by the Electoral Commission of Zambia after it found that he did not meet constitutional and regulatory requirements.
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	OPINION | Why Chasing Foreigners Will Not Fix South Africa cont...
	If Africans can welcome South African businesses into their countries, surely South Africans can extend the same humanity to fellow Africans who come seeking honest work and a better life.
	To those who have experienced discrimination or violence simply because they are foreigners, my appeal is this: never allow hatred to shape your response.
	The Prophet Amos urges us to "seek good, and not evil...
	hate evil, love good, and establish justice" (Amos 5:14–15). The Apostle Paul echoes the same principle in Romans 12:21: "Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good."
	These are not merely religious teachings. They are timeless principles for building peaceful societies.
	He maintained that both
	The generation that fought for Africa's liberation believed in Pan-African solidarity.
	They understood that the continent would only prosper if Africans stood together. Their vision was one of unity, not division; cooperation, not exclusion.
	Where is that leadership today?
	Why do so many leaders remain silent when fellow Africans are attacked, humiliated or even killed because of their nationality?
	Silence in the face of injustice is not neutrality—
	it is complicity.
	Africa's future will not be secured by building walls between neighbours. It will be secured by building stronger institutions, stronger economies and stronger bonds between our people.
	Our shared humanity demands nothing less.

	This week in the Bulletin & Record



	The Lion from Mbole Village
	A profile of Daniel Munkombwe, new Minister of Southern Province
	By Charles Mafa
	Daniel Munkombwe defies categorisation. He has been called a radical, a lion and even someone “from the archives”. Whatever anyone may call him, he is a man for all seasons. He has worked with both the UNIP and MMD governments and, at age 81, many people thought there might not be a role for him in modern politics. They were wrong.
	His nomination as a Member of Parliament and subsequent appointment as Southern Province Minister by President Michael Sata proved him to be a “roof compound”, as he puts it himself.
	“If there is a patch which I can patch,” he says cheerfully, “if I can be a stabilising force, if I can be glue… if I can seal any leaking hole, why should I say no?”
	This was Mr Munkombwe’s reaction when he was asked whether he was ready to take up a position in the Patriotic Front government when called upon.
	Some observers believed he was being rewarded for assisting the PF to win the Livingstone parliamentary by-election, while others argued he had mastered the art of Zambian politics and knew exactly what to say to attract the attention of appointing authorities.
	Indeed, there may be some truth in that. He has often openly suggested that politics is about personal benefit. Yet his unique
	character has endeared him to Zambia’s leaders.
	“I think these will one day describe me as a father who never feared anything,” he says, referring to his children. “Physically, I’m a lion. They call me munyama. I have a big heart to look after people.”
	Mr Munkombwe’s candid character has earned him both enemies and friends. It has seen him rise and fall under different political regimes.
	During an interview at his Kabebya Farm in Choma, he criticised regional politics, arguing that leaders who confined themselves to regional support would struggle to reach State House.
	“If you’re a regional leader you don’t go to State House,” he said. “You will remain in the opposition.”
	He recalled his own experience in the African National Congress (ANC), then led by the late Harry Mwaanga Nkumbula, which controlled Southern and Central provinces.
	“In Tonga we have a saying, mukali uzwa mubunji (a tough person comes from among the many).”
	Mr Munkombwe described serving under every Zambian government since independence as one of the great privileges of his life.
	“Kenneth Kaunda is a fantastic man… Chiluba was eloquent… Mwanawasa was legalistic…
	Rupiah Banda also allowed me to work freely.”
	He served as Minister of State (1983–1987), Minister of Decentralisation (1987–1991), a UNIP Central Committee member, MMD Southern Province Minister and Deputy Minister in the Office of the Vice-President.
	Born on 16 May 1932 in Mbole Village under Chief Maacha, he came from a peasant family. His father, Phillip Chibbwalu Moono, served in the Second World War as a Regimental Sergeant Major. Because of this, Munkombwe only started school in 1945 at the age of 13.
	He attended Macha Central, Muyanda, Sikalongo Mission and later Matopo Secondary School in Zimbabwe.
	He jokingly describes himself as “a beneficiary of child labour” after spending his childhood herding cattle.
	His political career began in the 1950s with the ANC. In 1956 he became Livingstone District Secretary and later helped organise anti-colonial boycotts that led to his arrest alongside other activists.
	Beyond politics, he has sponsored football teams including Choma United and Kabebya United and helped establish the Chipolopolo Supporters Association.
	Speaking about President Michael Sata, Munkombwe argued that the PF government was reviving some of
	Kenneth Kaunda’s developmental ideals through reclaiming strategic national assets and promoting national unity, while insisting this did not mean returning to a one-party state.
	He concluded optimistically that Zambia was “going the right way” and expressed his wish to be remembered as “a politician that is admirable, a politician that is likeable.”
	Regimental Sergeant Major—the highest position held by an African at the time—Daniel Munkombwe's father fought in the Second World War from 1939 to 1945. While he was away, the family moved to Chief Maacha's village, where young Daniel spent his childhood herding cattle, delaying the start of his education until the age of 13.
	He attended Macha Central, Muyanda, Sikalongo Mission and Matopo Secondary School in Zimbabwe before returning to Zambia in December 1954.
	Describing himself humorously as "a beneficiary of child labour", Munkombwe said the experience instilled discipline and perseverance. His fiery temperament also became evident early in life when he rejected his first government job after being addressed by a British researcher as "my boy", which he regarded as insulting.
	Munkombwe began his political career in the 1950s with
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	The Lion from Mbole Village Cont...
	the African National Congress (ANC). In 1956 he became ANC Livingstone District Secretary and later helped organise anti-colonial boycotts that led to his arrest alongside fellow activists.
	He later became ANC Provincial Vice-President and Provincial Chairman, emerging as a close ally of Harry Mwaanga Nkumbula.
	Away from politics, he sponsored football teams including Choma United and Kabebya United and helped establish the Chipolopolo Supporters Association, where Rupiah Banda served as his deputy.
	Following his appointment as Southern Province Minister, Munkombwe said he believed he could remain active in politics well into his nineties if he remained healthy.
	He praised President Michael Sata's government for reviving aspects of Kenneth Kaunda's vision by reclaiming strategic national assets while stressing that this did not imply a return to a one-party state or abandonment of the market economy.
	Expressing optimism about Zambia's future under the Patriotic Front government,
	he said the country was "going the right way" and concluded that he hoped to be remembered as "a politician that is admirable, a politician that is likeable."
	Munkombwe died on 15 June 2018 at Livingstone General Hospital at the age of 86 after a short illness. May his soul rest in peace.
	Editor's Note: This story was first published in the June 2013 edition of The Bulletin & Record magazine.




