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A chief who has finally been installed after a 24-year succession
battle, yet whose struggle exposes unresolved tensions between
customary authority, the courts and the state in Zambia's
traditional governance system.

By Linda Soko in Lufwanyama

s women laid colourful chitenge cloth before his feet and drums
echoed across Nkana Chiefdom in Lufwanyama District on May 22,
Paul Lubunga walked towards a throne he had spent more than two
decades fighting to claim.

Continues on page 2

B u t  t h e  B a t t le
I s n ' t  O v e r

A
To the thousands who travelled to Chief Nkana's palace in Chembe, about 13
kilometres from Kalulushi town, the ceremony represented far more than the
installation of a traditional leader. For many, it marked the culmination of a 24-
year succession dispute that had divided the chiefdom and generated years of
litigation.

Yet even as supporters celebrated what they described as the restoration of
legitimate leadership, the dispute remained far from settled. A rival claimant,
Godfrey Shamanena, continues to insist he is the rightful Chief Nkana, while
Lubunga remains engaged in separate court proceedings concerning his formal
recognition by the state.

Judges say environmental harm may take years to emerge as
177 residents pursue constitutional claims over the 2025
spill.

By Charles Mafa in Kabwe

The Supreme Court has directed that the Government of Zambia be joined to a
case in which Sino Metals Leach Zambia Limited, a subsidiary of the state-
owned China Nonferrous Metal Mining Group (CNMC), is challenging a High
Court decision allowing a constitutional petition by affected residents to
proceed.

https://makanday.org/i-could-have-been-the-first-to-die-says-chambishi-resident/
https://makanday.org/i-could-have-been-the-first-to-die-says-chambishi-resident/
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By Linda Soko in Lufwanyama

A throne contested for
more than two decades

The succe ss ion dispute
trace s  its  or ig ins  to  1999
fol lowing the death of
Senior  Chief  Nkana,
Jos eph Mutupa.  What
began as  a  disagreement
over  succe ss ion gradual ly
evolved into  one of
Zambia 's  longe st-running
traditional  leadership
dispute s,  with r ival  camps
advancing competing
interpretations  of  l ineage,
legitimacy and customary
succe ss ion procedure s.

The re sult  i s  an unusual
s ituation:  a  chief  instal led
through customary
proce ss e s,  supported by
s ections  of  the  royal
e stabl ishment  and
accepted by many of  his
subjects,  yet  sti l l  awaiting
a court  decis ion that
could determine whether
the government formal ly
recognis e s  his  status  and
the privi lege s  attached to
the of f ice.

to  witne ss  the ceremony.
Traditional  songs  f i l led
the air  as  cultural  dance
groups  performed before
crowds dre ss ed in
colourful  attire.

Shamanena also
maintained that  he
poss e ss e s  documents
recognis ing him as  Chief
Nkana and argued that
the government doe s  not
recognis e  Lubunga's
c la im.  According to  him,
further  court  proceedings
relating to  the dispute  are
expected to  continue.

From front  page

his  group as  custodians  of
the succe ss ion proce ss.He
explained that  traditional
structure s  function as
referee s  in  succe ss ion
dispute s,  ensuring that
chiefs  are  s e lected
according to  e stabl ished
customs and family
l ineage.

Tensions  intensi f ied in
2002 when Godfrey
Shamanena declared
hims el f  Chief  Nkana,
s eeking to  f i l l  the  vacancy
left  by  Mutupa's  death.
The move tr iggered a
fre sh round of  legal
chal lenge s.  Backed by
many members  of  the
royal  family,  Lubunga
conte sted Shamanena's
c la im and embarked on a
protracted court  batt le,
arguing that  the throne
rightful ly  belonged to  his
l ineage under  customary
law.
At the heart  of  the
dispute  are  competing
claims over  succe ss ion,
with r ival  camps
advancing di f ferent
interpretations  of  which
royal  l ineage is  entit led to
provide the next  chief.
Over the years,  the
matter  has  moved
repeatedly  between
traditional  structure s  and
the courts,  deepening
divis ions  within the
chiefdom.
A s er ie s  of  court  decis ions
gradual ly  strengthened
Lubunga's  pos ition.  A
rul ing del ivered on
January 13,  2023,
cleared the way for  his
instal lation on Apri l  19,
2024,  when Senior
Chieftaine ss  Mushi l i
instal led him as  Chief
Nkana VIII  in  a  ceremony
that  many supporters
viewed as  br inging the
long-running succe ss ion
dispute  c lo s er  to
re solution.

The arr ival  of  Chief
Nkana VIII  a longside
Senior  Chieftaine ss
Mushi l i  Joyce Katampi  of
the Lamba people  of
Masaiti  Distr ict  was
greeted with ululations,
s inging and applaus e.

Supporters  la id  chitenge
cloth on the ground as  a
symbol ic  ge sture  of
honour whi le  members  of
the royal  family,
traditional  leaders  and
community  members
partic ipated in  the
celebrations.

For many re s idents,  the
ceremony symbol is ed hope
that  years  of  uncertainty
and divis ion within the
chiefdom could f inal ly  be
put  behind them.

Rival  c laimant
rejects
instal lat ion
Not everyone agree s.
Shamanena,  who says  to
have s erved as  Chief
Nkana for  24 years,
maintains  that  he  remains
the legitimate  traditional
leader.  Speaking to
MakanDay,  he dismiss ed
Lubunga's  instal lation
and de scr ibed him as  an
i l legitimate  c la imant.

"He is  not  the chief,  and
al l  the  ceremonie s  he  i s
conducting are
fraudulent,"  Shamanena
said.

Tradit ional  authority
defends the process

Senior  Chieftaine ss
Mushi l i  strongly  defended
Lubunga's  instal lation,
ins isting that  the
succe ss ion proce ss
fol lowed e stabl ished
Lamba customary
procedure s.  According to
her,  re sponsibi l ity  for
identi fy ing and s e lecting
traditional  leaders  re sts
with the Ngalamwe
Counci l  of  Elders,  which
is  mandated to  determine
succe ss ion matters  within
the royal  e stabl ishment.

"The Ngalamwe Counci l
identi f ie s  a  suitable
person to  govern the
chiefdom and hands  over
the mandate.  The subjects
thems elve s  are  the only
one s  with the power to
reject  a  chos en leader  i f
they bel ieve  that  person is
incapable  of  leading
them,"  she said.

She argued that
succe ss ion to  the throne
is  hereditary and should
not  be  inf luenced by
pol itic s  or  external
intere sts.

The Chieftaine ss  further
said  previous  court
decis ions  had not
supported Shamanena's
c la im to  the throne and
maintained that
traditional  structure s  had
consistent ly  identi f ied
Lubunga as  the succe ssor.
The custodians of
tradit ion

According to  Litana,
Queen Mothers  within the
Ngalamwe royal
e stabl ishment  play a
central  role  in  tracing
el ig ible  candidate s
through maternal  family
l ine s  before
recommending a
succe ssor.

"There i s  often
competition among thos e
aspir ing to  become chiefs,
but  the r ightful  chief  i s
the one who has  fo l lowed
the traditional  proce ss,"
he said.

Instal led,  but  st i l l
seeking Government
recognit ion
De spite  his  instal lation,
que stions  surrounding
Lubunga's  of f ic ia l
recognition remain the
subject  of  ongoing court
proceedings.

A day of  celebration
From the early  hours  of
the morning,  re s idents
from across  the chiefdom
gathered 

He further  a l leged that
the instal lation ceremony
never  took place  becaus e
pol ice  of f icers  d ispers ed
the gathering before
proceedings  could begin.
However,  MakanDay
attended the ceremony
and obs erved it
proceeding without
disruption.

Patr ick Litana of  the  Goat
Clan,  Abena Mbushi,
de scr ibed 
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According to  court
documents,  Lubunga has
petitioned the courts
s eeking declarations
relating to  his  status  and
recognition as  Chief
Nkana,  arguing that
decis ions  made through
traditional  proce ss e s  and
subs equent  legal
proceedings  should be
given ef fect.  The matter
was heard in  chambers  on
May 28,  and judgment  has
been scheduled for  August
6.

Unti l  the  matter  i s
determined,  Lubunga has
not  been formal ly
recognis ed by the
government as  Chief
Nkana.  As  a  re sult,  he
doe s  not  current ly  enjoy
certain benef its  ordinari ly
associated with
government-recognis ed
chiefs,  including acce ss  to
a government salary,
of f ic ia l  re s idence and
other  privi lege s  attached
to the of f ice.

The que stion of
recognition also  has
impl ications  for  the
administration of  the
chiefdom. Traditional
leaders  p lay an important
role  in  land al location,
local  d ispute  re solution,
development  initiative s
and engagement  with
government institutions.
Supporters  of  Lubunga
argue that  uncertainty
over  recognition has
complicated ef forts  to
provide c lear  leadership
and repre s entation 
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for  the chiefdom, whi le
cr itic s  maintain that  the
dispute  its e l f  must  f irst  be
conclus ively  re solved.

Yet  the broader  que stions
rais ed by the dispute—
about  succe ss ion,
recognition and the role
of  the  courts  in
traditional  leadership—
remain unre solved,
ensuring that  the story of
the Nkana throne is  not
quite  over

MakanDay sought
comment from the
Ministry  of  Local
Government and Rural
Development,  which
overs ee s  traditional
leadership  in  Zambia,  but
no re spons e had been
received by the time of
publ ication.

A national  problem

At Chief  Nkana's  palace,
the ce lebrations  have
faded and dai ly  l i fe  has
re sumed.  After  24 years
of  d ispute,  Lubunga now
sits  on the Nkana throne
fol lowing his  instal lation
by traditional  authoritie s.

R e g i s t e r e d  t o  D e c e i v e :
H o w  O n l i n e  I n v e s t m e n t
S c h e m e s  E x p lo i t
R e g u l a t o r y  G a p s  t o  S c a m
Z a mb i a n s
By Chr ist ian Kasonde | Kasama

They promis ed wealth,
f inancial  freedom and a
better  l i fe.  

“They kept  fo l lowing up,
and the company
appeared genuine becaus e
it  was  registered with
PACRA and had al l  the
nece ssary documents.  We
decided to  inve st  a
s igni f icant  amount of
money.”

“I  s igned up through a
l ink shared by a  fr iend.  I
was to ld  making money
was easy and safe,”
Katongo said.

The Nkana dispute  i s  not
an isolated cas e.  The
growing tendency for
succe ss ion dispute s  to  end
up in  court  i s  becoming a
concern across  Zambia.
Although no
comprehensive  f igure s  are
avai lable,  numerous
traditional  leadership
dispute s  are  current ly
being l itigated.

Chief  Chamuka of  the
Lenje  people  in  Chisamba
warned that  prolonged
succe ss ion dispute s  can
weaken community
cohe sion and create
uncertainty  over  land and
re source management.  He
argued that  such dispute s
should primari ly  be
re solved through
traditional  structure s,
with courts  p laying a
l imited supervisory role.

The Goat  Clan,
known as the Abena
Mbushi,  holds  a
signif icant
tradit ional  role  as
custodians of  the
Abena Mishishi
chief taincy.
Whenever there is  a
vacancy on the
throne, members of
the Abena Mbushi
clan are entrusted
with safeguarding
the chief taincy,
preserving i ts
tradit ions,  and
protect ing the
authority  associated
with the off ice.

For many Zambians
struggl ing to  make ends
meet,  the  promis e s
sounded too good to
ignore.  FUD Footbal l
Solutions  and Tripple l i f t
Zambia,  two companie s
that  recent ly  entered the
Zambian market,
pre s ented thems elve s  as
opportunitie s  for  quick
returns,  dai ly  income and
f inancial  s ecurity.

Another  v ictim,  Patr ick
Katongo of  Kasama,
recal led how he jo ined the
platform.

"If  we al low such cas e s  to
be s ett led within the
royal  family,  there  i s
usual ly  quicker  re solution
compared to  taking them
to court,"  Chief  Chamuka
said.  "Court  proce ss e s
often take a  long time,
and prolonged dispute s
disadvantage communitie s
on the ground."

As a  long-term solution,
Chief  Chamuka propos ed
legis lation that  would
grant  greater  authority  to
the Hous e of  Chiefs  to
adjudicate  succe ss ion
dispute s  before  they reach
the courts.

The future of  the Nkana
throne

Unti l  a  successor
from the Abena
Mishishi  c lan is
identif ied and
instal led,  the Abena
Mbushi  assume
responsibi l i ty  for
overseeing the
affairs  of  the
kingdom and
ensuring continuity
in tradit ional
governance.  Their
role  is  to  act  as
caretakers  during
periods of
transit ion,
protect ing the
throne and
upholding customar y
practices.
Once a new chief  is
instal led,  the
custodians formally
transfer  authority  to
the tradit ional
leader.  During the
recent  instal lat ion
ceremony, Patrick
Litana, representing
the Abena Mbushi
clan, attended the
event  to  formally
hand over
custodianship and
tradit ional  authority
to  Paul  Lubunga,
marking the
complet ion of  the
transit ion and the
assumption of  off ice
by Chief  Nkana VIII.

Thousands  s igned up,
inve sting their  savings  in
the hope of  transforming
their  l ive s.  But  the
promis e s  proved hol low.

What appeared to  be  an
opportunity  was,  for
many,  a  careful ly  crafted
trap that  le f t  inve stors
counting their  lo ss e s
whi le  rais ing troubl ing
que stions  about  how such
companie s  are  able  to
register,  operate  and
attract  thousands  of
customers  before
authoritie s  intervene.

The Rise of  FUD
Footbal l  Solut ions
In early  2023,  FUD
Footbal l  Solutions  began
operating in  Zambia.  I t
pre s ented its e l f  as  a
sports  inve stment
platform, promis ing us ers
dai ly  returns  bas ed on
footbal l  match
predictions.  To many
people,  the  operation
appeared legitimate.  I t
had a  company name,  a
structured busine ss  model
and,  most  importantly,
of f ic ia l  registration.

Documents  reviewed
during this  inve stigation
show that  FUD Footbal l
Solutions  was registered
with the Patents  and
Companie s  Registration
Agency (PACRA).
However,  as  this
inve stigation e stabl ished,
registration alone doe s
not  authoris e  a  company
to of fer  inve stment
products  or  f inancial
s ervice s.

As  the plat form grew, so
did  the number of  people
joining it.  Some inve sted
mode st  amounts,  whi le
others  borrowed money or
sold  ass ets  in  the hope of
multiply ing their  savings.

“People  we knew
recruited us,” said  David
Mutale,  one of  the
inve stors.  

Then,  without  warning,
the system col laps ed.
Withdrawals  stopped,
communication ceas ed
and inve stors  could no
longer  acce ss  their
money.

Tripplel i f t  Zambia:  A
New Promise,  the Same
Outcome
Two years  later,  in  early
2025,  another  company,
Tripple l i f t  Zambia,
entered the market.  The
busine ss  model  was
di f ferent,  but  the promis e
remained the same.
Partic ipants  were to ld
they could earn money
simply  by watching
advertis ements  onl ine.
Us ers  were encouraged to
purchas e  "work bonds"
and upgrade their
accounts  to  unlock higher
earnings  and larger
returns.

The company aggre ss ively
marketed its e l f  onl ine  and
e stabl ished physical
of f ice s  in  s e lected towns,
reinforcing publ ic
conf idence in  its
legitimacy.

Lydia  Chanda,  a  re s ident
of  Kasama, said  us ers
were promis ed payments
for  v iewing
advertis ements.
“I  started with K20,” she
said.  “Later,  I  was
required to  pay K200 to
continue earning more
money.  As  time went  on,  I
inve sted even more
becaus e the system kept
promis ing higher
returns.”
Like many others,  Chanda
bel ieved the plat form
offered a  genuine
opportunity  to  earn an
income.  Instead,  she
would eventual ly  discover
that  the promis e s  were
far  eas ier  to  make than to
ful f i l .
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Records  further  show that
Tripple l i f t  De sign Limited
was registered on 10 July
2025,  with l inks  to
Nathan Banda and
Precious  Tutor.

Who Was Behind the
Companies?

Off ic ia l  records  from
PACRA show that  FUD
Footbal l  Solutions  was
registered on 10 May
2023 by Brian Kal imachi,
with Man Lombe l i sted as
a  co-owner.  

While  PACRA registers
busine ss e s,  registration
alone doe s  not  authoris e  a
company to  provide
inve stment  or  f inancial
s ervice s.  Thos e activ itie s
require  additional
approvals  from relevant
regulators.  As  a  re sult,
companie s  can appear
legitimate  to  the publ ic  by
virtue of  being registered,
even when they lack the
l icence s  nece ssary to
conduct  the activ itie s
they are  promoting.

wil l  refer  to  him as  Jack.
According to  Jack,  he  was
approached and asked to
register  the company in
his  name to  fac i l itate  the
e stabl ishment  of  a
physical  of f ice  in  Zambia.

The Zambia Cyber
Security  Agency was a lso
approached for  comment.
However,  instead of
re sponding to  speci f ic
que stions  regarding
poss ible  arre sts,
inve stigations  or  ef forts
to  trace  funds  l inked to
FUD Footbal l  Solutions
and Tripple l i f t  Zambia,
the agency referred to  a
publ ic  advisory urging
citizens  to:  "Think before
you post,  ver i fy  before
you share,  and re spect
before  you create."

However,  the  registration
trai l  ra is e s  important
que stions.  Documents
reviewed during this
inve stigation show that
the phone number l i sted
on Tripple l i f t ' s
registration records  i s
registered under  a
di f ferent  name that  doe s
not  appear  among the
company's  of f ic ia l
owners.  Yet  when
contacted,  the number
was answered by an
individual  l inked to  one of
the l i sted owners.

While  this  doe s  not,  on
its  own, e stabl ish
wrongdoing,  it  sugge sts  a
more complex ownership
or  management  structure
than is  ref lected in  the
off ic ia l  registration
documents.  On paper,  the
companie s  appeared
compliant  with
registration requirements.
Yet  registration alone did
not  guarantee that  they
were authoris ed to  sol ic it
inve stments  or  operate
the scheme s they
promoted to  the publ ic.

Questions for  Regulators

The Zambia Revenue
Authority  (ZRA), which
is  re sponsible  for  tax
administration and
monitoring busine ss
compl iance,  was asked
whether  e ither  company
had declared income or
paid  taxe s  on its
operations  in  Zambia.
However,  repeated
attempts  to  obtain a
re spons e were
unsucce ssful  by  the time
of  publ ication.

According to  the
Securitie s  and Exchange
Commiss ion (SEC) of
Zambia,  both companie s
were operating i l legal ly
becaus e they lacked the
l icence s  required to  of fer
inve stment  products  or
f inancial  s ervice s.  This
rais e s  an important
que stion:  How were the s e
companie s  able  to  operate
openly,  attract  inve stors
and col lect  money from
the publ ic  before
eventual ly  col lapsing?
The answer appears  to  l ie
in  a  gap between company
registration and f inancial
regulatory enforcement.  

SEC had previously  i ssued
publ ic  warnings  about
unl icenced inve stment
scheme s.  However,
que stions  remain about
the ef fectivene ss  of
enforcement  and the
measure s  taken to  prevent
such entitie s  from
operating.  Repeated
attempts  to  obtain further
comment from the
Commiss ion were
unsucce ssful  by  the time
of  publ ication.

The Bank of  Zambia
(BoZ) was a lso  contacted
for  comment.  In  a
re spons e,  Ass istant
Director  of
Communications  Be snat
Mwanza stated:
"Pleas e  note  that  we are
aware of  reports  involving
the named entitie s,  which
are being inve stigated by
the Zambia Pol ice
Service.  You may wish to
contact  the Zambia Pol ice
Service  regarding poss ible
recoverie s."

Inside Tripplel i f t  -  An
Insider Speaks

"The actual  management
was done by other
people,"  he  said.  "I  never
met  them, never  spoke to
them direct ly,  and they
portrayed the company as
a U.S.-bas ed company."

Operating Without
Financial  Authorisat ion

The re spons e from BOZ
sugge sts  that  f inancial
regulators  were aware of
concerns  surrounding the
companie s,  a lthough
detai ls  of  any regulatory
action were not  provided.
The Zambia Pol ice
Service  conf irmed that
reports  concerning the
companie s  had been
received.  
"I  have been informed
that  the matter  was
reported to  the Zambia
Cyber  Security  Agency,"
said  Zambia Pol ice  Publ ic
Relations  Manager
Godfrey Chi labi .
Authoritie s  have
increasingly  warned about
the r is e  of  i l legal
f inancial  scheme s,
particular ly  thos e
operating through dig ita l
plat forms and cross-
border  payment  systems,
which can make overs ight
and enforcement  more
chal lenging.

This  inve stigation traced
an individual  l inked to
Tripple l i f t  Zambia who
reque sted anonymity.  For
the purpos e s  of  this  story,
we 

Jack further  a l leged that
whi le  of f ic ia l  company
phone numbers  were
registered,  the individuals
running the operation
us ed s eparate  numbers
that  were not  l inked to
the registered busine ss.
He said  he,  too,
ultimately  became a
victim of  the  scheme.

"They left  with my money
too,"  he  said.

According to  his  account,
he inve sted substantia l
personal  savings  before
the company disappeared.
His  experience
demonstrate s  how easi ly  a
registered company can be
us ed to  create  a  s ens e  of
legitimacy and how
quickly  such an operation
can vanish.

Invest igat ions and
Unanswered Quest ions

The advisory focus ed
largely  on cyberbul ly ing,
deceptive  e lectronic
communications  and
mis leading arti f ic ia l
inte l l igence-generated
content.

While  authoritie s  have
moved to  halt  the
operations  of  the  two
companie s,  recovering
inve stors '  funds  has
proven far  more
chal lenging.  Experts  point
to  the increasing us e  of
dig ita l  payment
platforms,  onl ine
networks  and,  in  some
cas e s,  cryptocurrency-
related transactions,
which can make tracing
money f lows and
identi fy ing benef ic iar ie s
more di f f icult.

Others  argue that  the
cas e s  expos e  weakne ss e s
in  Zambia 's  regulatory
framework,  including
gaps  in  company
registration,  f inancial
overs ight  and
coordination among
enforcement  agencie s.

The r is e  and col laps e  of
FUD Footbal l  Solutions
and Tripple l i f t  Zambia
have le ft  many inve stors
nursing s igni f icant  lo ss e s
whi le  rais ing broader
que stions  about  whether
Zambia 's  regulatory
systems are  adequately
equipped to  detect  and
stop potentia l ly
fraudulent  scheme s before
they attract  thousands  of
victims.

This  art ic le  was
produced by
MakanDay’s Local
Reporting Network.
Subscribe through our
website  and fol low our
Facebook page to
receive stories  l ike this
one as  soon as  they are
published.



5

S u p r e m e  C ou r t  S a y s  G o v e r n m e n t  M u s t  B e  H e a r d  i n  L a n d m a r k
S i n o  M e t a l s  Tox i c  S p i l l  C a s e  c o n t . . .

MAKANDAY WEEKLY ISSUE. NO 0042

Sino Metals  and NFC
Africa  Mining are  pr ivate
l imited companie s
engaged in  mining
operations  in  Chambishi,
Kalulushi  d istr ict.  S ino
Metals '  operations  —
including an open-pit
mine,  concentrator  plant
and tai l ings  storage dams
— are s ituated within
NFC Afr ica  Mining's
surface  r ights  area and
plant  boundary.

A panel  of  three  Supreme
Court  judge s  — Deputy
Chief  Justice  Michael
Musonda,  Justice  Nigel
Mutuna and Justice
Fulgency Mwenya
Chisanga — sitting in
Kabwe,  Central  Province,
held  that  the government,
as  the custodian of  the
publ ic  intere st,  must  be
heard before  the appeal
can proceed becaus e the
issue s  rais ed extend
beyond the partie s
direct ly  involved.  

maturity  or  national
unity,  the  real ity  appears
far  le ss  noble.  In  many
cas e s,  what  we are
witne ss ing i s  not  love for
country but  love for  s e l f.
The calculations  are  often
centred on acce ss  to
power,  pos itions  in
government,  inf luence,
and the benef its  that
come with proximity  to
thos e  who control  the
national  purs e.

The same can be said  of
many pol itic ians  in  the
opposition who appear  to
be patient ly  c irc l ing
around government,
waiting for  an
opportunity  to  cross  over
when the pol itical  winds
become favourable.  What
brings  many of  the s e
individuals  together  i s
not  a  shared vis ion for
Zambia 's  future,  but  a
shared de s ire  for
pol itical  survival  and
personal  advancement.

The court  further
obs erved that
environmental  matters
often have long-term
cons equence s,  noting that
the ful l  e f fects  of
environmental  harm may
not  become apparent  unti l
a  decade or  more after  the
accident.

The rul ing come s as  177
re sidents  of  Kalusale,  a
community  in  Kalulushi
distr ict  near  the mining
city  of  Kitwe on Zambia’s
Copperbelt  Province,
prepare for  another  legal
batt le  more than a  year
after  a  toxic  waste  spi l l
devastated farms,
contaminated water
source s  and overturned
l ivel ihoods.

At  the centre  of  the
dispute  i s  the  February
2025 col laps e  of  multip le
tai l ings  dams,  which
releas ed vast  quantitie s  of
acidic  and toxic  waste
into  the Chambishi
Stream, Mwambashi  River
and the wider  Kafue
River  system. The
incident  tr iggered what
environmental  experts
and af fected communitie s
have de scr ibed as  one of
Zambia 's  most  s er ious
mining-related
environmental  d isasters  in
recent  decade s.

On 3 June 2026,  the
Supreme Court,  s itting  in
Kabwe,  was suppos ed to
hear  an appeal  by Sino
Metals  against  a  High
Court  decis ion that
permitted the
constitutional  petition
f i led  by the af fected
re s idents  to  proceed.  The
petition also  name s NFC
Africa  Mining Plc,  within
whos e mining area the
tai l ings  dams were
located,  as  a  re spondent.
On 3 June 2026,  the
Supreme Court,  s i t t ing  in
Kabwe,  was supposed to
hear  an appeal  by Sino
Metals  against  a  High
Court  decis ion that
permitted the
const i tut ional  pet i t ion

The petitioners  are  being
supported by the
Southern Afr ica  Litigation
Centre  (SALC) and are
repre s ented by Me ssrs
Malambo and Company
Advocate s  and Me ssrs
Lusitu Chambers.  Sino
Metals  i s  repre s ented by
Chibe sakunda &
Company.

What Zambians  expected
from this  campaign s eason
was a  s er ious  discuss ion
about  the country 's
future.  Citizens  wanted to
hear  how pol itical  leaders
intend to  addre ss  the
ris ing cost  of  l iv ing,
youth unemployment,
poverty,  publ ic  debt,  and
the chal lenge s  fac ing key
s ectors  such as
agriculture,  mining and
education.
Instead,  much of  the
pol itical  conversation has
been dominated by
defections,  endors ements
and al l iance s  of
convenience.  The focus
has  shi f ted away from
pol ic ie s  and towards
personal itie s.

The petition s eeks  to  hold
the mining companie s
accountable  for  the
environmental,  economic
and socia l  cons equence s
of  the  spi l l ,  which
re s idents  say de stroyed
crops,  pol luted water
source s  and undermined
their  abi l ity  to  earn a
l iv ing.

 f i led  by the af fected
re s idents  to  proceed.  The
petition also  name s NFC
Africa  Mining Plc,  within
whos e mining area the
tai l ings  dams were
located,  as  a  re spondent.

Polit ics  of  Self-Interest
Leave Voters  With Few
Choices

OPINION

I f  anyone sti l l  had doubts
that  Zambia 's  pol itical
c lass  i s  among the
country 's  b igge st
chal lenge s,  thos e  doubts
should be  disappearing as
we head toward the
August  e lections.

Who would have imagined
that  some pol itic ians  from
the former rul ing
Patriotic  Front  would one
day f ind thems elve s

sharing platforms with
Pre sident  Hakainde
Hichi lema and the rul ing
United Party  for  National
Development? Only  a  few
years  ago,  the s e  were
pol itic ians  who publ ic ly
cr itic is ed each other  and
pre s ented thems elve s  as
pol itical  opposite s.

While  some may interpret
the s e  developments  as
evidence of  pol itical

This  i s  perhaps  the
greate st  d i lemma facing
voters  as  e lection day
approache s.
The problem is
compounded by the
growing number of
pol itical  partie s  and
pre s identia l  aspirants.
Zambia 's  August  e lection
feature s  one of  the  most
crowded pre s identia l
race s  (14) in  recent
history.  On the surface,
this  may appear  to  be  a
s ign of  a  healthy
democracy.  However,
more candidate s  do not
nece ssari ly  mean more
ideas.

Many partie s  are
di f f icult  to  distinguish
becaus e they are  bui lt
around personal itie s
rather  than c lear
ideological  d i f ference s  or
pol icy  a lternative s.  
Instead of  pre s enting
coherent  programme s for
economic  growth,  job
creation,  education,
healthcare  and
governance reforms,
many pol itic ians  spend
their  time negotiating
al l iance s,  switching
pol itical  camps,  or
positioning thems elve s
for  appointments  after
elections.

The tragedy is  that  this
pattern is  not  new.
Election after  e lection,
pol itic ians  move from one
party  to  another  with
remarkable  eas e.  Leaders
who ye sterday de scr ibed
each other  as  corrupt,
incompetent  or  dangerous
suddenly  become trusted
al l ie s.  Principle s  that
were once pre s ented as
non-negotiable  are  quiet ly
abandoned when pol itical
intere sts  demand it.
Such behaviour inevitably
breeds  cynic ism among
voters.  When pol itic ians
can change positions
overnight  without
adequately  explaining
what  has  changed,
citizens  are  le ft
wondering whether  any
campaign promis e s  are
genuinely  held  bel ie fs  or
merely  tools  for  winning
power.
A healthy democracy
depends  on e lections
being conte sts  of  ideas
and competing vis ions  for
national  development.  Yet
too often,  our  pol itic s
revolve s  around
personal itie s,  patronage
and acce ss  to  state
re source s.
As  voters  prepare to  cast
their  bal lots  in  August,
they should look beyond
the ral l ie s,  endors ements
and pol itical  migrations
that  dominate  the
headl ine s.  The cr itical
que stion is  not  who is
standing next  to  whom on
the campaign platform.
The real  que stion is  what
concrete  solutions  are
being of fered to  addre ss
the chal lenge s  fac ing
ordinary c itizens.
Elections  should not  be
about  helping pol itic ians
s ecure their  next  share  of
the national  cake.  They
should be  about  choosing
leaders  who are  prepared
to s erve the publ ic
intere st.  Unti l  that
principle  become s the
centre  of  our  pol itic s,
Zambia wi l l  continue to
struggle  with a  pol itical
culture  that  too often
place s  s e l f - intere st  above
national  intere st.

Photo Credi t:  Saviour
Chishimba, President  of
Uni ted Progressive  People
(r ight)  and Hakainde
Hichi lema. Hakainde
Hichi lema's  Facebook Page
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For vulnerable  re s idents,
the s ituation is  even
more chal lenging.  Bina
Muleele,  who lo st  a  leg
and rel ie s  on crutche s,
said  a  broken hand pump
in her  yard has  le ft  her
dependent  on others  for
acce ss  to  water.

While  re s idents  de scr ibe
the cr is is  through dai ly
struggle s,  of f ic ia l  records
point  to  deeper  structural
chal lenge s.

D i s t r i c t  T h i r s t i n g  fo r  A n s w e r s
By Kebby Sianjame in Kalomo, Southern Province

De spite  paying monthly
water  bi l l s ,  some
re sidents  of  Kalomo in
Southern Province say
they have gone months—
and in  some cas e s  years—
without  re l iable  acce ss  to
running water,  forc ing
famil ie s  to  queue at
communal  hand pumps,
draw water  from r ivers,
and rely  on unsafe
source s  to  meet  their
dai ly  needs.

Off ic ia l  f igure s  from the
National  Water  Supply
and Sanitation Counci l
(NWASCO) show that
Kalomo's  water  system
currently  produce s  only
2,000 cubic  metre s  of
water  per  day against  a
demand of  approximately
3,800 cubic  metre s,
leaving a  dai ly  def ic it  of
1,800 cubic  metre s.

An inve stigation by Voice
of  Kalomo Community
Radio  has  found that  the
distr ict ' s  pers istent  water
shortage s  are  being driven
by a  widening gap
between water  demand
and supply,  ageing
infrastructure,  delayed
maintenance,  and
unsucce ssful  e f forts  to
s ecure new water  source s.

The cons equence s  are
being fe lt  across  the
distr ict.  In  Mawaya
Compound,  re s idents  say
they wake up before  dawn
to draw water  before
suppl ie s  run out.

Re s earch by Voice  of
Kalomo bas ed on
NWASCO data found that
water  demand in  Kalomo
exceeds  avai lable  supply
by nearly  50 percent.

The report  a lso  highl ights
broader  chal lenge s  across
the water  s ector,
including ageing
infrastructure,  water
loss e s  through leakage s,
and operational
inef f ic iencie s  that  reduce
the amount of  water
reaching consumers.
NWASCO inspections
found that  many uti l itie s
continue to  struggle  with
infrastructure
deterioration,  delayed
maintenance and high
levels  of  water  lo ss e s,
l imiting their  abi l ity  to
provide re l iable  s ervice s.

Li landa said  the company
is  exploring long-term
solutions,  including the
construction of  a  new
3,000-cubic-metre  water
treatment  plant  at  Golden
Mile s  and the
identi f ication of
alternative  water  source s.

However,  ef forts  to
increas e  water  supply
have faced s etbacks.
According to  information
obtained by Voice  of
Kalomo,  four  industr ia l
borehole s  dr i l led  at
Golden Mile s  fa i led to
yie ld  suf f ic ient  water.

For now, thousands  of
re s idents  continue to
queue for  water,  draw
from rivers  and depend on
overcrowded communal
pumps as  they wait  for  a
lasting solution to  a  cr is is
that  has  become part  of
dai ly  l i fe.

and occasional  power
interruptions  that  af fect
water  pumping.

This  art icle  was
produced by
MakanDay’s Local
Reporting Network.
Subscribe through our
website  and fol low our
Facebook page to  receive
stories  l ike this  one as
soon as  they are
published.

The truth behind Kalomo’s water cris is

"We wake up very early  to
draw water  becaus e i f  you
delay,  you may spend the
whole  day without  any,"
said  Mrs  Si leu,  a  re s ident
of  the  area.

Others  have abandoned
the taps  a ltogether.
Charity  Muyaba said  low
water  pre ssure  has
become a  common feature
in many parts  of  Kalomo,
forcing re s idents  to
col lect  water  from the
Sichikwenkwe and Kalomo
rivers.

"Most  of  the  time there  i s
low pre ssure,  forc ing
re s idents  to  draw water
from the r ivers,"  she said.
In some communitie s,
re s idents  now depend
almost  entire ly  on
communal  hand pumps.  At
one hand pump vis ited by
Voice  of  Kalomo,
re s idents  had already
formed long queue s  before
sunris e.  Ruth Phir i  sa id
the pump only  become s
operational  around 05:00
hours,  re sulting in  long
waiting time s.
"We draw water  in  turns
becaus e the queue s  are
very long.  Sometime s
people  spend hours
waiting,"  she said.

"I  us ed to  draw water
from this  hand pump in
the yard but  it  has  been
broken for  a  long time.
Sometime s  I  have to  pay
people  to  help  me draw
water,"  she said.

In Maclaymond
Compound,  re s ident
Cosmas Sikano que stioned
why he continue s
receiving water  bi l l s
de spite  going for
prolonged periods  without
supply.

"I  have never  s een a  drop
of  water  for  more than
two years,  but  bi l l s  keep
coming.  I  don't  know
what I  am paying for,"  he
said.

Re sidents '  complaints
about  receiving bi l l s
de spite  prolonged water
shortage s  rais e  broader
que stions  about  s ervice
standards  and consumer
protection.  Water  uti l itie s
are  expected to  meet
agreed s ervice  levels  and
re spond to  customer
complaints,  yet  many
re s idents  interviewed said
they feel  abandoned by a
system that  continue s  to
bi l l  them even when taps
remain dry.

Re sidents  a lso  complained
about  delayed re spons e s
to  reports  of  burst  p ipe s
and damaged
infrastructure.  Aaron
Kambeu of  Chikol i  620
accus ed Southern Water
and Sanitation Company
(SWASCO) of  taking too
long to  repair  damaged
pipel ine s.

"Sometime s  it  take s  too
long before  action is
taken.  I  cannot
understand their  way of
working,"  he  said.

Health profe ss ionals  warn
that  the growing
dependence on r ivers,
streams and shal low wel ls
could expos e  re s idents  to
s er ious  health r isks.  A
cl inic ian at  Kalomo Urban
Cl inic  warned that
untreated water  can lead
to outbreaks  of  cholera,
dys entery,  typhoid and
other  waterborne
dis eas e s.

"When people  fa i l  to
acce ss  safe  water,  they
turn to  unsafe  source s.
Clean water  i s  e ss entia l
for  publ ic  health,"  the
cl inic ian said.

De spite  the supply
chal lenge s,  Southern
Water  and Sanitation
Company has  received
positive  ratings  in  some
areas  of  s ervice  del ivery.
NWASCO's  2023
performance ass e ssment
awarded the uti l ity  an
overal l  "A" rating for
water  qual ity  compl iance
with a  conf idence level  of
88 percent.  However,  the
regulator  a lso  recorded
turbidity  fa i lure s  in  some
distr icts  s erved by the
uti l ity,  highl ighting the
ongoing chal lenge s  of
maintaining water  qual ity
standards  across  a  large
s ervice  area.

Que stions  have also
emerged over  inve stment
in sanitation s ervice s.
NWASCO records  show
that  Southern Water  and
Sanitation Company had
col lected K14.36 mil l ion
through sanitation
surcharge s  by the end of
2023 but  had spent  K6.07
mil l ion on approved
sanitation projects.  While
the f igure s  do not  indicate
any wrongdoing,  they
rais e  que stions  about  the
pace at  which sanitation
inve stments  are  being
implemented in
communitie s  fac ing water
and sanitation chal lenge s.
SWASCO says  it  i s  aware
of  the  chal lenge s  fac ing
Kalomo and neighbouring
Zimba Distr ict.

Speaking during a  special
programme on Voice  of
Kalomo Radio,  SWASCO
Kalomo Branch Manager
Perry Li landa attr ibuted
the shortage s  to
increasing population
growth,  ageing
infrastructure  

Re sidents  and community
leaders  are  now s eeking
greater  c lar ity  on when
the propos ed water
treatment  plant  wi l l  be
constructed,  how it  wi l l
be  funded and when
hous eholds  can
real istical ly  expect
improvements  in  water
supply.

Unti l  new source s  are
s ecured,  Kalomo remains
trapped in  a  system that
produce s  only  2,000 cubic
metre s  of  water  each day
against  demand for  3,800
cubic  metre s—a def ic it  of
nearly  hal f  the  town's
dai ly  water  requirements.
For  many hous eholds,  the
s earch for  water  sti l l
begins  long before
sunris e.
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played a  big  role  in
recording history in
Europe and America.  In
order  to  pre s erve history
for  poster ity  the
Europeans and Americans
quickly  e stabl ished
mus eums where works  by
master  artists  could be
kept  for  future
generations  to  learn and
value their  past.

The of f ice  of  Lawrence
Sikutwa Associate s  near
State  Hous e i s  yet  another
artistic  paradis e.  For
instance,  the huge
painting by Style  Kunda is
a  masterpiece,  and brings
back memorie s  of  how
Lusaka looked 20 years
ago.

“ Z a mb i a  i s  p r o b ab l y  t h e  o n l y  c ou n t r y  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  w i t h ou t
a r t  e d u c a t i o n  a t  u n i v e r s i t y  le v e l ”
Roy Kausa explains

A man dips  his  feet  in
paint,  and then walks
over  the canvas,  later  he
sprinkle s  a  brush al l  over
the canvas  in  di f ferent
colours,  and he rol l s  over
the huge sheet  of  canvas
and f inal ly  stands  up
signs  it.  And as  i f  that
was not  enough,  the tit le
of  this  artwork is  "smile
of  the  unborn"!

This  abstraction of  tit le s
and art  works  by artists
in  Europe and the
Americas  i s  what  has  been
the in  thing for  col lectors
in  London,  New York and
Paris  in  the last  50 years.
The s e  art  col lectors  g lobe
trot  just  to  purchas e  what
s eems to  the ordinary eye
to  be  rubbish.

Expre ss ionism and the
country 's  most  s igni f icant
painter.  Some of  his  art
works  were inspired by
Picasso  and Mexican
mural ists .  Pol lock's  wi ld
"action paintings"  soon
became widely  known and
he became the f irst
superstar  of  American
art.

At  the same time,  art
works  became a  symbol  of
wealth.  I t  i s  as  a  re sult  of
the high value of  works  of
art  that  palace s,
cathedrals,  pre s identia l
re s idence s,  banks  and
important  state  bui ldings
purchas ed art  to  enhance
their  economic  value.

Zambia 's  l i st  of
custodians  of  cultural
heritage cannot  be
complete  without
mentioning the Lechwe
Trust.  This  was founded
in 1978 to  promote the
development  of  v isual  arts
in  Zambia.  Since  it  was
e stabl ished,  the Lechwe
Trust,  run for  years  by
Cynthia  Zukas,  has
sponsored some
outstanding artists  to
further  their  art
education at  home and
abroad,  and it  a lso  boasts
a  huge col lection of  both
traditional  and
contemporary art.

American artist  Jackson
Pol lock is  one example  of
a  painter  who became the
most  inf luentia l  and
important  painter  of  the
mid-20th century.  He was
a leader  of  American.

Art  lovers  and col lectors
al ike  in  Europe and
America have not  just
been stunned by modern
art,  but  s eem to
appreciate  that  art  in
thos e  parts  of  world  has
evolved over  about
20,000 years,  starting
from the Ice  Age rock
surface  painters  in  Spain
and France,  through the
Ital ian Renaissance to
pre s ent  day modern art.
And Afr ica  in  general  and
Zambia in  particular  are
no exceptions.

In his  2004 book,  A Brief
History of  Painting,  Roy
Bolton de scr ibe s  the
history of  painting as
humanity 's  struggle  to
come to  terms with its
predicament.  He says  that
people 's  intere st  in  art  i s
the same reason they are
intere sted in  re l ig ion,
phi lo sophy or  sc ience.

And as  a  re sult  of  this
need for  the human race
to  discover  who they are
and where they came
from, huge sums of  money
are yearly  spent  to
e stabl ish strong art,
re l ig ion and sc ienti f ic
education at  univers ity
level  in  Europe and
America for  new
inventions.  

Half  a  century has  gone
by without  government
s eriously  supporting the
art  industry,  whi le  a  few
institutions  in  the
Zambian private  s ector
took advantage of  that
vacuum and have
col lected some of  the  most
precious  art  works.

The Lawrence Sikutwa
Associate s  col lection,  The
Post  premis e s,  the
Namwandwe Art  Gal lery,
the Intercontinental
Hotel’s  Twaya Art  Gal lery
are  some of  the  place s
where people  can view
example s  of  this  country 's
visual  art.

Another  col lection that
is  just  outstanding and is
displayed in  a  special ly
de s igned art  gal lery
(de signed by Zambia’s
Wally  Dobkins) is  the
Namwandwe Gal lery
owned by John Kapotwe.
This  i s  a  fantastic  art
gal lery  a long the
Leopard’s  Hi l l  road
boasting some price le ss
paintings  by the l ike s  of
Shadreck Simikanga and
Godfrey Setti .

This  week in the Bullet in & Record

Over the years  art  has,
l ike  sc ienti f ic  d iscoverie s,

However,  the  picture  i s
total ly  d i f ferent  in
Zambia.  After  50 years  of
independence very l itt le
has  been done in  the
f ie lds  of  art,  re l ig ion and
science.  Zambia is
probably  the only  country
in this  region without  art
education at  univers ity
level .

For  instance,  The Post
newspaper  premis e s  in
Lusaka have one of  the
bigge st  art  col lections  in
Zambia.  On display are
paintings  and sculpture s
by some of  Afr ica 's
leading artists  such as
Stephen Chipango
Kappata,  David Chibwe,
Lawrence and Agne ss
Yombwe, Raphael
Muti l ikwa,  and Lutanda
Mwamba.

Similar ly,  the  Garden
Group of  Hotels  has  a lso
played a  big  role  in  the
promotion of  the  arts  in
Zambia by supporting
artists  to  further  their  art
education.  Dr Gaudenzio
Ross i ,  who is  chairman of
the Garden Group has  one
of  the  bigge st  pr ivate  art
col lections  in  this  part  of
Afr ica,  a  col lection
spanning more than 30
years.

The current  Minister  of
Justice,  Wynter
Kabimba,  i s  another
s erious  col lector  of
Zambian art.  He enjoys
viewing art  exhibitions
and chatting to  artists .

The Lechwe Trust  has  one
of  the  bigge st  art
col lections  in  Afr ica.  In
the last  30 years  it  has
grown so  big  that  it  f i l l s  a
container.  

The good news this  year
for  art  lovers  in  Lusaka is
that  the Lechwe Trust  art
col lection wi l l  be  open to
publ ic  v iewing in  its
gal lery  in  Lagos  road.  The
Almer May Re storation
Trust  must  be  commended
for  g iv ing the Lechwe
Trust  and the people  of
Lusaka a  gal lery  in  which
to display their  work.

In the last  30 years  or  so
that  I  have been writing
on visual  culture  in
Zambia I  have
encountered s ituations
where people  do not  just
buy a  painting becaus e it
i s  Zambian art,  but
becaus e the art  work
relate s  to  and ref lects  the
Zambian way of  l i fe,
which may not  be  eas i ly
understood by vis itors  to
Zambia.

However,  this  i s  not  the
cas e  when it  come s to
expatr iate s  working in
Zambia,  or  diplomats.
The majority  of  the s e
people  col lect  what  they
term "Afr ican art"
becaus e of  their  ignorance
about  Zambian l i fe  sty le s
and indeed Afr ican
traditions.

Expatr iate s,  e special ly
diplomats,  buy art  from
Africa  or  Zambia to  help
“poor” artists .  But  at  the
same time there  i s
another  group of  expats
who provide space for
Zambian artists  to  exhibit
their  works  free  of  charge
except  for  the commiss ion
on a  sale.  

The s e  art  exhibitions,
which are  a lmost
imposs ible  for  v iewing by
ordinary Zambians,  have
probably  become goss ip
centre s  where the
diplomats  meet  and
exchange note s  in  a
conducive  atmosphere!  In
the end very l itt le  i s  done
to help  the "poor"
Zambian artists .

Occasional ly,  part  of  this
col lection is  d isplayed for
the publ ic  to  enjoy.

This  art icle  was f irst
published in the June
2004 edit ion of  The
Bullet in & Record
Magazine.  Some of  the
individuals  mentioned
have s ince passed away
or are no longer in  the
posit ions referred to  in
the art icle.
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