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A MakanDay investigation exposes how
public funds meant to empower vulnerable
youths may instead be exposing them to
uncertainty, poor living conditions and
qualifications that may not be recognised.
By Clara Chisenga

Hundreds of vulnerable youths sponsored under
Zambia's Constituency Development Fund (CDF)
skills development bursary scheme have been
enrolled at a training institution that regulators say
was deregistered nearly a year ago, raising serious
questions about oversight, public spending and the
future of students who passed through its
programmes.

A MakanDay investigation has established that
more than 200 beneficiaries are currently enrolled
at Pascal Institute of Operators and Safety in Ndola
after the institution had been deregistered by the
Technical Education, Vocational and
Entrepreneurship Training Authority (TEVETA)
for offering programmes outside its approved
accreditation.

Continues on page 2

Hundreds of publicly funded trainees enrolled despite TEVETA's decision to
deregister the institution.
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By Clara Chisenga

The af fected students
were enrol led in
programme s including
excavator  operations,
forkl i f t  operations,
mobi le  crane operations,
front  loader  operations,
dri l l ing  and f ire  f ighting
— cours e s  TEVETA says
the institution was not
authoris ed to  of fer.

The f indings  rais e
que stions  about  how local
authoritie s,  CDF
committee s  and overs ight
institutions  veri fy
compl iance before
approving bursary
placements  and releas ing
publ ic  funds  intended to
equip young people  with
employable  ski l l s .

Documents  reviewed by
MakanDay,  including
TEVETA records,  revis ed
2024 CDF Ski l l s
Development  Guidel ine s,
student  te stimonie s  and
interviews with publ ic
of f ic ia ls,  show that
publ ic ly  funded students
continued to  be  placed at
the institution de spite
regulatory concerns
surrounding its
operations.

the institution was no
longer  authoris ed to
provide training.

approximately  75 percent
of  their  cours ework and
are awaiting practical
driving te sts.

Kawil i la  said  the counci l
was unaware that  the
institution had been
deregistered becaus e the
TEVETA registration
certi f icate  submitted
during the appl ication
proce ss  appeared val id
from July  1,  2023,  to
June 30,  2026.

From front  page

Deregistered but  st i l l
receiving students

Siachiyako further
disc los ed that  both
TEVETA and Ndola  City
Counci l  had reported the
institution's  continued
operations  to  Ndola
Central  Pol ice  Station.

boarding faci l itie s  where
students  appeared to  be
s leeping on thin
mattre ss e s  spread across
f loors  in  cramped and
poorly  venti lated rooms.

Cl ive  Siachiyako,
TEVETA's  Manager  for
Corporate
Communications,
conf irmed that  Pascal
Institute  was initia l ly
accredited in  2023 to
of fer  Occupational  Health
and Safety  programme s
only.

However,  he  said  the
institution was
deregistered in  August
2025 after  inspectors
found it  of fer ing
programme s outs ide  the
scope of  its  accreditation.

De spite  this,  publ ic ly
funded students  continued
to be  enrol led at  the
institution.

Poor accommodation
condit ions

The footage showed
l imited l iv ing space,
inadequate  storage
faci l itie s  and conditions
that  rais e  concerns  about
hygiene,  pr ivacy and
general  wel fare
standards.

Siachiyako said  the
institution was formal ly
noti f ied  after  fa i l ing  to
comply with TEVETA
regulations.

"We have already
prepared the nece ssary
legal  documents  and
enforcement  action wi l l
fo l low,"  he said.

"I  know it  might  look l ike
we have taken longer  to
act,  but  when conducting
inve stigations  you want  to
pre s ent  a  strong cas e
before  the courts  so  that
you can s ecure a
conviction."

He said  TEVETA routinely
update s  local  authoritie s
whenever  its  databas e  of
accredited institutions  i s
revis ed and maintained
that  certi f icate s  i ssued by
Pascal  Institute  after  its
deregistration are  inval id
becaus e  

However,  Copperbelt
Pol ice  Commiss ioner
Mwala Yuyi  to ld
MakanDay that  pol ice
records  contained no such
report.

"We do not  have such a
cas e,"  Yuyi  said.

Meanwhile,  Ndola  City
Counci l  sa id  it  was  only
informed of  Pascal
Institute 's  suspension in
August  2025 after  most  of
the proce ss e s  for  the
2026 ski l l s  development
programme had already
been completed and 85
students  had enrol led
awaiting the
commencement  of  c lass e s.

Publ ic  Relations  Manager
Rebecca Mushota said  the
counci l  had s ince
withheld  K828,750 in
tuition fee s  pending the
outcome of  ongoing
inve stigations.

A review of  TEVETA's
January 2026 Register  of
Accredited and Registered
Institutions  further
showed that  Pascal
Institute  doe s  not  appear
among the 496
institutions  authoris ed to
of fer  accredited
programme s in  Zambia.

Councils  paid public
funds
A source within the
Livingstone Central  CDF
Committee  disc los ed that
at  least  44 students  under
the 2026 CDF intake had
enrol led at  Pascal
Institute.

The source  said  students
are  general ly  free  to
s elect  institutions  of  their
choice,  particular ly  where
certain programme s are
unavai lable  in  their  home
distr icts.

In a  re spons e to
MakanDay,  Livingstone
City  Counci l  Town Clerk
Sombo Kawil i la  said  the
counci l  paid  K555,550 in
tuition fee s  for  41
learners  sponsored to
study at  Pascal  Institute
this  year.

Of  the 41 learners,  25
have completed their
studie s  and received
certi f icate s,  whi le  16
have completed

She added that  fo l lowing
a re solution by the CDF
Committee  on May 12,
2026,  the counci l  had
stopped sponsoring
learners  to  the
institution.

Students  lef t  in
uncertainty
For many of  the  students,
the bursarie s  repre s ented
a rare  opportunity  to
e scape unemployment
through government-
funded ski l l s  training.

Instead,  some now fear
they could leave the
programme with
qual i f ications  that  may
not  be  recognis ed.

Several  students  to ld
MakanDay they only
became aware of
que stions  surrounding the
institution's  accreditation
after  they had already
enrol led.

Some said  cours e s
expected to  last  only  a
few weeks  had stretched
into s everal  months
becaus e of  delays  in
practical  training and
inadequate  fac i l itie s.

A student  from
Livingstone current ly
staying in  Ndola  said  the
orig inal  group consisted
of  33 students  but  only  13
had completed their
programme s.  Others  were
later  transferred to
Chingola  for  practical
heavy equipment  training.

Another  student  enrol led
in an excavator  operations
cours e  in  February said
he had completed
theoretical  le ssons  but
had sti l l  not  undergone
practical  training months
later.

Other  students  a l leged
that  some le ssons  were
conducted in  rented
faci l itie s  rather  than at
approved institutional
premis e s.

Beyond que stions  over
accreditation,  MakanDay
also  found concerns
relating to  student
welfare.

Video footage reviewed by
MakanDay showed
overcrowded 

Questions over
compliance with CDF
guidel ines
The revis ed 2024 CDF
Ski l l s  Development
Guidel ine s  require
benef ic iar ie s  to  study
only  at  duly  registered
TEVET institutions
of fer ing accredited
programme s at  approved
premis e s.

The guidel ine s  further
state  that  training should,
where poss ible,  be
undertaken within a
benef ic iary 's  province
unle ss  the  required
programme is  unavai lable
local ly  or  institutions
have reached ful l
capacity.

Yet  MakanDay e stabl ished
that  students  from
constituencie s  such as
Livingstone Central  were
sponsored to  study at
Pascal  Institute  de spite
regulatory concerns
surrounding the
institution.

A wider pattern of  weak
oversight

The concerns  emerging
from Pascal  Institute
mirror  weakne ss e s
previously  identi f ied  by
the Auditor  General .

In the 2023 audit  of  the
Constituency Development
Fund,  the Auditor
General  identi f ied  weak
monitoring systems,  poor
overs ight  and cas e s  where
counci ls  funded
programme s outs ide
approved CDF guidel ine s.

The audit  found that  122
students,  repre s enting
more than K1.27 mil l ion
in payments,  had been
sponsored into
programme s that  fe l l
outs ide  the intended
scope of  the  ski l l s
development  initiative.

The Auditor  General ' s
2024 report  a lso
highl ighted recurring
weakne ss e s  in  internal
controls  and compl iance
across  s everal  local
authoritie s.

Previous  MakanDay
inve stigations  in  Muful ira
s imi lar ly  uncovered
al legations  of  pol itical
favouritism, 

https://www.teveta.org.zm/archive/downloads/1776092876.pdf
https://www.teveta.org.zm/archive/downloads/1776092876.pdf
https://www.teveta.org.zm/archive/downloads/1776092876.pdf
https://www.teveta.org.zm/archive/downloads/1776092876.pdf
https://www.teveta.org.zm/archive/downloads/1776092876.pdf
https://tizambia.org.zm/2025/03/26337/
https://makanday.org/ghost-guardians-and-political-favouritism-in-mufuliras-cdf-part-i/
https://makanday.org/ghost-guardians-and-political-favouritism-in-mufuliras-cdf-part-i/
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manipulation of
benef ic iary  records,  ghost
guardians  and weak
overs ight  in  the a l location
of  government-funded
bursarie s.

The cas e  now rais e s
broader  que stions  about
whether  counci ls ,  CDF
committee s  and
regulatory institutions
have adequate  safeguards
to  prevent  publ ic  funds
from being channel led to
institutions  that  are  not
legal ly  authoris ed to  train
students.

Questions over
ownership and
accountabil i ty
PACRA records  reviewed
by MakanDay identi fy
Amon Mumba as  the
proprietor  of  Pascal
Institute  of  Operators  and
Safety.

Further  inve stigations
e stabl ished that  Mumba
was also  s eeking adoption
as  a  parl iamentary
candidate  for  the rul ing
United Party  for  National
Development  (UPND) in
Msanzala  Constituency
ahead of  the  August  13,
2026 general  e lections.

Public  funds,
uncertain
futures
While  TEVETA says
Pascal  Institute  has  been
deregistered,  i s  operating
i l legal ly  and cannot  i ssue
val id  certi f icate s,  more
than 200 vulnerable
youths  have already
pass ed through its
programme s us ing publ ic
funds  intended to  equip
them with employable
ski l l s .

C h i n e s e  M i n i n g  F i r m
F a c e s  S u p r e m e  C ou r t  Te s t
O v e r  Z a mb i a  Tox i c  S p i l l

More than a  year  after  a
toxic  waste  spi l l
devastated farms,  pol luted
water  source s  and altered
l ive s,  177 re s idents  of
Kalusale,  a  community  in
Kalulushi  Zambia 's
Copperbelt  Province
about  380 ki lometre s
north of  the  capital ,
Lusaka,  are  preparing for
another  batt le  — this
time in  the Supreme
Court.

Clara Chisenga is  a  journalist  from Radio Icengelo in  Kitwe.
She is  currently  undertaking a three-month internship at
MakanDay af ter  earning third place in the 2025 MakanDay
Awards for  Invest igat ive Journalism.

On 3 June 2026,  the
Supreme Court  s itting  in
Kabwe,  Central  Province,
wil l  hear  an appeal  by
Sino Metals  Leach Zambia
Limited,  a  subsidiary of
the state-owned China
Nonferrous  Metal  Mining
Group (CNMC), against  a
High Court  decis ion that
al lowed a  landmark
constitutional  petition
f i led  by af fected re s idents
to  proceed.  The petition
also  c ite s  NFC Afr ica
Mining Plc,  within whos e
mining area the tai l ings
dams were located,  as  a
re spondent.

At  the heart  of  the  cas e  i s
the February 2025
col laps e  of  multip le
tai l ings  dams,  which
discharged vast  quantitie s
of  ac idic  and toxic  waste
into  the Chambishi
Stream, Mwambashi  River
and Kafue River  system,
tr iggering what  many
experts  and af fected
communitie s  de scr ibe  as
one of  Zambia 's  worst
mining-related
environmental  d isasters  in
recent  decade s.

More than a year after  Zambia’s  toxic  spi l l
disaster,  over 170 famil ies  are st i l l  f ight ing for
just ice

in  Zambia 's  mining
s ector.  At  stake is  not
only  whether  the af fected
famil ie s  wi l l  have their
day in  court,  but  a lso
whether  communitie s
l iv ing a longside  large-
scale  mining operations
can succe ssful ly  chal lenge
powerful  mining intere sts
when environmental
disasters  de stroy
l ivel ihoods  and
contaminate  cr itical  water
source s.

Sino Metals,  which has
been carrying out  c leanup
and remediation activ itie s
in  the af fected area,  has
appealed the High Court 's
decis ion to  a l low the
constitutional  petition to
proceed after  the court
rejected the company's
appl ication to  dismiss  the
cas e.

Before  18 February 2025,
many famil ie s  say they
rel ied on the Chambishi
Stream, Mwambashi  River
and the Kafue River  for
drinking water,  farming,
f ishing and l ive stock
rearing.  Smal l-scale
agriculture  sustained
most  hous eholds  and
provided food s ecurity  for
the community.  Then
disaster  struck.

Campaign materia ls  and
publ ic  posts  reviewed by
MakanDay identi f ied  him
as a  prospective  candidate
promoting Pre s ident
Hakainde Hichi lema's
development  agenda.

Efforts  to  obtain a
re spons e from Mumba
regarding the institution’s
accreditation status,
student  enrolment,  and
concerns  rais ed by
students  were
unsucce ssful .  Although he
repeatedly  promis ed
interviews when
contacted by phone,  he
had not  provided any
re spons e s  by the time of
publ ication.

MakanDay also  sought  a
re spons e from the
Ministry  of  Local
Government and Rural
Development,  which
overs ee s  the
administration of  the
Constituency Development
Fund.  However,  a
ministry  of f ic ia l  referred
al l  querie s  re lating to  the
sponsorship  of  students  at
Pascal  Institute  to  Ndola
City  Counci l ,  saying the
local  authority  was be st
placed to  re spond on
matters  concerning the
s election and sponsorship
of  benef ic iar ie s.  

From page 1

Sino Metals  and NFC
Mining are  pr ivate  l imited
companie s  involved in
mining activ itie s  in
Chambishi  in  Kalulushi
distr ict  of  the  Copperbelt,
with Sino Metals’
operations,  including an
open-pit  mine,
concentrator  plant,  and
tai l ings  storage dams,
located within NFC
Mining’s  Surface  Area
and plant  boundary.

Tai l ings  dams are  large
engineered structure s
us ed to  store  waste  le ft
behind after  minerals  are
extracted from ore.  The
waste  often contains
heavy metals,  ac idic
compounds and proce ss ing
chemicals  that  can pos e
s erious  r isks  to  people
and the environment i f
containment  systems fa i l .
The hearing is  expected to
become a  major  te st  of
corporate  accountabi l ity

For the re s idents  of
Kalusale,  the  cas e  i s
about  far  more than legal
arguments.

Crops Destroyed,
Livel ihoods Lost
The petitioners  argue that
the pol lution transformed
a once s e l f -suf f ic ient
farming community  into
one struggl ing for
survival .

Farmers  say crops  were
de stroyed and some
agricultural  f ie lds  became
unsafe  for  cultivation.
Some re s idents  were
reportedly  warned against
harve sting maize  becaus e
of  contamination
concerns.  Live stock
deaths  were reported,  f i sh
stocks  decl ined and many
hous eholds  lo st  their
primary source  of  income.

More than a  year  later,
many re s idents  say
recovery remains  e lus ive.
Previous  inve stigations  by
MakanDay found that
some farmers  were sti l l
unable  to  cultivate
portions  of  their  land
becaus e of  contamination
concerns,  whi le
uncertainty  continued to
surround the long-term
safety  of  af fected
farmland.
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Kalusale  area chairperson
Bernard Njovu has
previously  cr itic is ed
compensation ef forts.

Farmer Peter  Shula,  one
of  the  af fected re s idents,
says  many famil ie s  remain
unconvinced that
conditions  have returned
to normal.

“They told  us  the f ie lds
were re stored and the
wel ls  were safe,  but  our
experience says
otherwis e,” Shula
previously  to ld
MakanDay.  

The impact  extended far
beyond Kalusale.

was insuff ic ient  and left
many re s idents  with
l imited options.

They further  a l lege  that
ongoing earth-moving
activ itie s  in  the area
continue to  generate
contaminated dust,
rais ing concerns  about
long-term exposure and
health r isks.

According to  one of  the
lawyers  repre s enting the
petitioners,  the  appeal
scheduled for  hearing
before  the Supreme Court
on 3 June re late s
primari ly  to  the
procedural  arguments
rais ed by Sino Metals  in
its  attempt to  have the
petition in  the High Court
struck out.

The appeal  come s amid
continuing scrutiny of  the
contrast  between
community  recovery
ef forts  and the f inancial
performance of  the
mining group.

in  the mining s ector  as
the government pushe s  to
expand mineral
production.

"Looking at  the  f igure s
which the company is
making,  personal ly  as  a
farmer I  think that
compensation was just  a
scam becaus e it  was  not
real  compensation,"  Njovu
told  MakanDay.

"It  was  l ike  they were just
giving money to  help
people  cope with the
s ituation whi le  waiting
for  proper  compensation."

The contamination also
disrupted dome stic  water
suppl ie s.  Re sidents  say
streams and wel ls  that
had sustained
communitie s  for
generations  became
unsafe  for  dr inking,
cooking and irr igation,
forcing many famil ie s  to
depend on alternative
water  source s.

The af fected waterways
feed into  the Kafue River
system, one of  Zambia 's
most  important  source s  of
water  for  dome stic,
agricultural  and
industr ia l  us e.
Authoritie s  temporari ly
shut  down water
treatment  fac i l itie s
s erving Kitwe fo l lowing
the disaster  amid fears  of
contamination.

Environmental  special i sts
warn that  pol lution from
mining waste  can pers ist
for  years  i f  not  properly
remediated,  particular ly
where heavy metals  and
acidic  compounds
contaminate  soi l s ,
groundwater  and r iver
systems.

Health Concerns Persist

For many famil ie s,
uncertainty  remains  one
of  the  greate st  burdens.
Re sidents  say they sti l l  do
not  know the ful l  extent
of  the  environmental
damage or  what  long-term
health cons equence s  they
may face.

The Fight  for
Accountabil i ty
In September 2025,  Peter
Shula  and 176 other
af fected re s idents  f i led  a
constitutional  petition,
arguing that  the disaster
had violated r ights
guaranteed under
Zambia’s  Constitution,
including the r ights  to
l i fe,  human dignity,
property,  and a  c lean and
healthy environment.

The petition s eeks
emergency re l ie f,
environmental
re storation,  healthcare
support,  compensation for
loss e s  and the creation of
a  fund to  f inance long-
term remediation ef forts.

The petitioners  a lso  a l lege
that  the spi l l  tr iggered
health problems among
affected re s idents.
Court  documents  c ite
reports  of  d iarrhoea,  skin
irr itations  and re spiratory
complications  fo l lowing
exposure to  pol luted
water  and surrounding
environments.

Although the company
provided water  to  some
hous eholds  after  the
disaster,  petitioners  argue
that  the ass istance 

Re sidents  argue that
compensation paid  to
some af fected hous eholds
doe s  not  ref lect  the  scale
of  lo ss e s  re sulting from
de stroyed crops,  l ive stock
deaths,  lo ss  of  income,
environmental
degradation and ongoing
uncertainty.

They are  a lso  s eeking
compensation for  personal
injurie s,  increas ed health
risks,  emotional  d istre ss,
re location costs  and the
loss  of  us e  and enjoyment
of  their  land and natural
re source s.
The petition further  asks
the court  to  order
comprehensive
environmental
rehabi l itation and
guarantee independent
expert  acce ss  to  af fected
areas.

In November 2025,  the
High Court  rejected Sino
Metals '  attempt to  have
the matter  dismiss ed,
al lowing the
constitutional  petition to
proceed.  The company
subs equently  appealed,
leading to  this  week's
Supreme Court  hearing.

The Southern Afr ica
Litigation Centre  i s
supporting the
petitioners,  who are
repre s ented by Me ssrs.
Malambo and Company
Advocate s  and Me ssrs.
Lusitu Chambers.

At  its  heart,  the  dispute
rais e s  broader  que stions
about  acce ss  to  justice,
environmental  protection
and whether  communitie s
af fected by industr ia l
disasters  can obtain
meaningful  remedie s
when powerful  corporate
intere sts  are  involved.

Earl ier  reporting by
MakanDay found that
CNMC reported strong
prof its  and substantia l
shareholder  payouts  in
the months  fo l lowing the
disaster,  even as  af fected
communitie s  continued
s eeking long-term
compensation and
environmental
re storation.

More Than a Court  Case
Environmental  advocate s
say the outcome could
shape how Zambia
addre ss e s  corporate
accountabi l ity  for
environmental  harm,
particular ly  as  the
country s eeks  to  expand
mining production to  meet
growing g lobal  demand
for  cr itical  minerals.

Activ ist  David
Ngwenyama has  de scr ibed
the cas e  as  one of  the
most  s igni f icant
environmental  justice
matters  current ly  before
Zambia 's  courts,  warning
that  its  outcome could
have far-reaching
impl ications  for
accountabi l ity  

“Ignoring this  matter
would s et  a  dangerous
precedent  for  future
mining operations  and
s end the wrong me ssage
to inve stors  about
environmental
accountabi l ity,” he said.

“We hope and pray that
the court  wi l l  act
independently  in  this
matter.  For  me,  the
judic iary  i s  the  last  re sort
becaus e when af fected
communitie s  cannot
obtain redre ss  from
regulators  or  the
executive,  their  only
remaining option is  to
s eek justice  through the
courts.”

For the famil ie s  of
Kalusale,  however,  the
issue s  remain deeply
personal.

While  lawyers  debate
legal  pr inciple s  in
courtrooms,  many
re s idents  say they are  sti l l
waiting for  c lean water,
re stored l ivel ihoods  and
assurance s  that  their
environment can recover.

On 3 June,  thos e  hope s
wil l  once again be  placed
before  Zambia 's  highe st
court.  For  the re s idents
behind the cas e,  the
que stion is  no longer
s imply  who is  re sponsible
for  the disaster,  but
whether  justice  can sti l l
be  del ivered more than a
year  after  their  l ive s  were
turned upside  down.
The Road to  Justice:  Key
Moments  in  the Kalusale
Pol lution Cas e

• 18 February 2025 –
Multiple  ta i l ings  dams
(TD15F, TD15E, TD15D,
RD15C, TD15B, TD15A)
operated by Sino Metals
col laps ed,  re leas ing an
e stimated 900 mil l ion
l itre s  of  toxic  ef f luent
into  the Chambishi
Stream, Mwambashi  River
and Kafue River  system
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• March–Apri l  2025 –
Ministr ie s  and
independent  re s earchers
conf irm unsafe  heavy
metal  levels;  US and
Finnish embass ie s  i ssue
evacuation advisorie s

• 31 October  2025 –
Sino Metals  f i le s
appl ication to  dismiss  the
petition

• 19–21 February 2025
– ZEMA conf irms
extensive  contamination;
Zambian Parl iament
acknowledge s  the disaster

• July  2025 – A l imited
compensation scheme is
launched,  excluding most
hous eholds  and requir ing
petitioners  to  s ign broad
l iabi l ity  waivers

• 17 November 2025 –
High Court  dismiss e s  a l l
grounds in  Sino Metals’
appl ication;  cas e  to
proceed

minerals”—minerals  l ike
copper,  mangane s e,  and
zinc  --  needed for  the
energ y transition,
dig ita l ization,  defens e,
and other  purpos e s.
China,  the United State s,
and other  industr ia l ized
countrie s  have been
ramping up ef forts  to
acce ss  minerals  in  Zambia
and other  mining
countrie s.  But  the g lobal
rush for  minerals  should
not  turn into  a  race  to  the
bottom at  the expens e of
people’s  health and the
environment.  

Re sidents  in  mining
areas  are  no longer
standing by whi le
companie s  pol lute  their
land,  water,  and air.
Last  September,  a  group
of  Zambians  f i led  a
lawsuit  against  Sino
Metals,  demanding
compensation.  And in
Apri l ,  Kabwe re s idents
f i led  a  complaint  with
the Afr ican Committee  of

• 12 September 2025 –
176 re s idents  f i le
constitutional  petition
(Caus e No.
2025/HP/1285) in  the
High Court  of  Zambia

Mining Should Not  Come at  the Expense of  Human
Rights  

Mining pol lution has  been
a fact  of  l i fe  for  15-year-
old  “Joyce” as  long as  she
can remember.  Joyce,
whos e real  name is
di f ferent,  l ive s  in  the
Zambian c ity  of  Kabwe,
where mining for  lead and
zinc  began during the
British colonial  period
and continued for
decade s.  Extracting
minerals  from the mine’s
lead waste  continue s.  As  a
re sult,  Kabwe is  now one
of  the  most  lead-pol luted
place s  g lobal ly:  up to
200,000 people—
particular ly  chi ldren—are
expos ed to  lead,  and many
suffer  from lead
poisoning.

By Juliane Kippenberg

Today,  June 5,  i s  World
Environment Day.  The
Zambian government
commemorate s  this  day
with radio  and TV shows,
publ ic  events,  and
activ itie s.  One poster
cal ls  on c itizens:  “Be part
of  the  solution,  not  the
pol lution.” But  this
rhetoric  has  not
translated into  tough
action on the companie s
that  pol lute.  

• 6 Apri l  2026 – Sino
Metals  f i le s  an appeal
against  the  High Court
decis ion to  refus e  to
dismiss  the  petition

• 3 June 2026 – Supreme
Court  to  hear  Sino
Metals’  appeal  (Appeal
No.  8/2026)

COMMENT

The government has
issued mining and
proce ss ing l icence s  for
the s e  companie s,  some of
which are  led by rul ing
party  of f ic ia ls  or  have
otherwis e  been l inked to
the rul ing party.  

In  the Kanona area of
Serenje  distr ict,  workers
at  a  mangane s e  plant  have
suffered s evere  and
chronic  health problems
from mangane s e
exposure.  The foreign-
owned company has
reportedly  of fered
housing to  some af fected
workers.  However,
de spite  campaigns  by
activ ists  and a  2025
parl iamentary vis it,
concerns  about  pol lution
and worker  protection
remain unre solved.  

In  the Copperbelt,  the
2025 dam breach at  a
Chine s e-owned copper
mine,  Sino Metals,  caus ed
the re leas e  of  toxic  waste
into  the Kafue River,
putting re s idents  at  grave
risk  of  cancer  and
threatening the l ivel ihood
of  mi l l ions.  The
government has
downplayed the r isks  and
al lowed Sino Metals  to
re sume operations.  The
company has  apologis ed.

World Environment Day:
Zambia’s  Mining
Pollut ion Vict ims Need
Justice

Further Reading:
vis i t
http://makanday.
org

In Kabwe,  South Afr ican,
Chine s e  and local
busine ss e s  have been
extracting and proce ss ing
zinc  and other  minerals
from the former mine’s
toxic  lead waste,  r isking
the health of  re s idents.

The s e  environmental
disasters  are  taking place
in the context  of  a  g lobal
rush on “critical

Experts  on the Rights  and
Welfare  of  the  Chi ld,  the
Afr ican Union chi ld  r ights
body,  a l leging that  the
Zambian government had
fai led to  protect  them
from the harm of  lead
mine waste.  The
complaint  ref lects  the
aspirations  of  many
affected chi ldren.  Their
demand is  s imple:  a
healthy environment,
accountabi l ity,  and a
future free  from toxic
pol lution.  
Joyce from Kabwe is
among thos e  supporting
the Afr ican Union
complaint.  Speaking at
the launch event,  she
cal led for  an
environmental  c lean-up of
Kabwe and declared,
“Chi ldren in  Kabwe also
have dreams.  … we want
to  have a  br ight  future.’”
Juliane Kippenberg is
chi ldren’s  r ights
associate  director at
Human Rights  Watch.  

Copyr ight  @2023 Cent r ipetal  Media for  Human Rights
Watch
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proposals,  empowerment
ideas  and busine ss  p lans.
I  have real is ed there  i s  a
huge need for  mentorship
and guidance.”

However,  Kangombe
bel ieve s  many Zambians
sti l l  misunderstand the
role  of  an MP.

L E AV I N G  PAR L I A M E N T,  N OT  P O L IT I C S :  K a n g ' o mb e
R e f le c t s  o n  P o l i t i c s,  PF  a n d  Z a mb i a 's  F u t u r e
By Clara Chisenga 

At 41,  Christopher
Kang’ombe is  walking
away from elective  of f ice
at  a  time when many
pol itic ians  are  only
beginning to  consol idate
their  careers.

But  whi le  he  i s  leaving
Parl iament,  he  ins ists  he
is  not  leaving pol itic s.

After  more than two
decade s  in  publ ic
leadership  — f irst  as  a
counci l lor,  then Mayor of
Kitwe,  and later  Member
of  Parl iament  for
Kamf insa — Kang’ombe
says  he i s  stepping back
from electoral  pol itic s  to
focus  on mentorship,
pol icy  advocacy and what
he de scr ibe s  as  a  larger
role  in  shaping national
conversations.

His  decis ion has  attracted
attention within pol itical
c irc le s,  particular ly
becaus e he remains  one of
the former rul ing
Patriotic  Front  (PF)'s
most  recognisable  young
leaders  and has  often
been viewed as  a  potentia l
contender  for  higher
off ice  in  the future.

Kang’ombe bel ieve s  the
knowledge he has
accumulated through
publ ic  s ervice  and
academic  studie s  can now
be us ed di f ferent ly.
Apart  from engineering,
he later  pursued a
Master’s  Degree in
Economic  Pol icy  and says
he now feels  equipped to
contr ibute  more through
publ ic  lecture s,  pol icy
analys is  and leadership
development  programme s.

“I  have reached a  stage
where I  can of fer  advisory
s ervice s  on leadership,
governance,  economic
pol icy  and publ ic
administration.  It  i s
important  to  remain
relevant  and continue
contributing to  society.”

Every time there  were
concerns  about  water
supply,  s ewer blockage s,
tit le  deeds  or
infrastructure
development,  we rais ed
thos e  i ssue s  in
Parl iament.”

He encouraged aspir ing
parl iamentarians  to  make
greater  us e  of  re s earch
tools  such as  the
Parl iamentary Library
and to  actively  partic ipate
in parl iamentary debate s.

“I  don’t  know i f  I  can cal l
it  a  break,” Kang’ombe
said  in  an interview. “I
think it  i s  a  transition
into a  di f ferent  role  that
demands more community
work and mentorship.  But
it  i s  not  the last  time
people  are  going to  s ee
Christopher  partic ipating
in pol itic s  becaus e pol itic s
af fects  people  every day.” 

Kang’ombe's  publ ic
s ervice  journey began
more than 20 years  ago
when he was e lected
counci l lor  for  Rivers ide
Ward in  Kitwe whi le  sti l l
a  student  at  the
Copperbelt  Univers ity.  He
initia l ly  s erved as  an
independent  before  later
joining the Patr iotic
Front  (PF).  He went  on
to s erve as  Mayor of
Kitwe from 2016 to  2021
before  winning the
Kamf insa parl iamentary
s eat  in  the 2021 general
e lections.

“When you look at  it
hol istical ly,  I  have been
s erving the community  at
di f ferent  levels,” he said.

He says  one of  the  key
motivations  behind his
decis ion is  a  de s ire  to
spend more time helping
young people  prepare for
leadership  role s  and
higher  education
opportunitie s.

Looking Back at
Kamfinsa

Ref lecting on his  tenure
as  MP, Kang’ombe says
one of  his  proude st
achievements  was us ing
Parl iament  as  a  p lat form
to advocate  for
development  projects  in
Kamf insa Constituency.

“The role  of  an MP is  not
to  provide food at
funerals.  That  i s
voluntary community
work,” he said.

Having spent  the last  f ive
years  s erving in
opposition,  Kang’ombe
says  preparation is  one of
the most  important
le ssons  he has  learned.

According to  him, e lected
leaders  must  understand
their  re sponsibi l itie s
regardle ss  of  whether
they belong to  the rul ing
party  or  the opposition.

“People  want  to  s ee  their
MPs active  in  Parl iament.
Preparation is  what
al lows you to  contr ibute
meaningful ly.”

One example  was his
proposal  advocating for  a
24-hour economy.
“At the time,  the motion
was rejected.  Today,
government i s  promoting
a 24-hour economy.  The s e
are  conversations  we
could have started much
earl ier.”

He says  Parl iament  should
move towards  evaluating
ideas  on merit  rather  than
pol itical  af f i l iation.

“If  a  proposal  i s  good,  let
it  be  considered.  I f  it  i s
bad,  let  people  debate  it
inte l lectual ly.”

Parliamentar y
Independence

Kang’ombe bel ieve s  one of
the chal lenge s  fac ing
Zambia’s  legis lature  i s  the
pol itical  nature of  its
leadership  structure.

“The Speaker  i s  produced
by the pol itical  party  that
forms government.  That
real ity  natural ly  create s
perceptions  of  b ias,” he
said.

He chal lenged students
and re s earchers  to
examine how other
democracie s  organis e
their  legis lative
institutions  and whether
alternative  models  could
strengthen
parl iamentary
independence.

“In my work as  Mayor
and Member of
Parl iament,  many young
people  would approach me
with development

He c ited road
infrastructure,  water
projects  and youth
empowerment
programme s among the
issue s  he  consistent ly
rais ed.

“I  am proud of  the
opportunity  I  was  g iven to
s erve.  

“The real  re sponsibi l ity
of  an MP is  to  make laws,
approve the national
budget  and ensure
re source s  are  a l located
towards  development
projects  that  benef it
c itizens.”

Lessons from the
Opposit ion Benches

“If  you are  a  counci l lor,
your re sponsibi l ity  i s  to
ensure municipal  s ervice s
are  working for  the
people.  I f  you are  an MP,
your re sponsibi l ity  i s  to
repre s ent  c itizens  and
hold the government
accountable.”

Kang’ombe also  revealed
that  some motions  he
introduced were
unsucce ssful  becaus e of
pol itical  d iv is ions.

At the same time,  he
stre ss ed that  fa irne ss
ultimately  depends  on
individuals
understanding and
re specting their
re sponsibi l itie s.

The Future of  the PF
Kangombe says  the
di f f icultie s  current ly
facing the PF were
largely  predictable.

According to  him,
internal  d ispute s  and
competing c la ims to
leadership  weakened the
former rul ing party  and
reduced its  abi l ity  to
function as  an ef fective
opposition force.
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While  decl ining to
elaborate  further,
Kangombe sugge sted that
his  current  transition
should not  be  interpreted
as  pol itical  withdrawal.

Looking Back

T h e  m u s i c  of  a  m a n
w h o  c a r r i e s  t h e
w o r ld ’ s  p a i n  o n  h i s
s h ou lde r s

“The warning s igns  were
there  long ago,” he said.

Zambians  revel  in
dispensing high-minded
prais e  even when they
don’t  real ly  mean it.

He bel ieve s  the PF's
internal  d iv is ions
s igni f icant ly  damaged its
prospects  ahead of  the
2026 general  e lections.

Polit ical  Al l iances

The Future of  Zambia 

By Hope Mkunte

Zambian music ian Mumba
Yachie  was de stined make
a mark:  when most
chi ldren his  age  made
wire  cars  or  watched
cartoons  on TV, he
learned how to  play the
guitar  --  and he has  never
looked back.  His  late st
album ,  Mukambo,  won
him a Be st  Traditional
Album accolade in  the
2014 Zambian Music
Awards.

And therein l ie s  the
catch.  Becaus e as  soon as
leadership  c l imbs to  its
peak,  it  soon begins  its
de scent.

On opposition al l iance s,
Kang’ombe says
cooperation between
pol itical  partie s  can be
benef ic ia l  i f  i t  i s  bui lt  on
shared value s  and pol icy
positions.

“What is  the  common
agenda? What are  the
shared positions  on
agriculture,  mining,
education or
governance?” he asked.

Instead,  he  says  he  i s
preparing for  a  larger  role
in  shaping national
conversations  around
governance,  economic
development  and
leadership.

Looking ahead,  Kangombe
bel ieve s  Zambia 's
democracy must  evolve
towards  i ssue-bas ed
pol itic s  and stronger
institutions.

Mumba Yachie’s  work
s eems s imple,  but  as
always  s impl ic ity  i s  often
a trait  of  great
achievement.  But  there  i s
a  sophistication about  him
that  can only  be
understood when the
l istener  hears  his  soul ful
music.  I t  i s  the
sophistication of  a  man
who carrie s  the  world’s
pain on his  shoulders,
able  to  te l l  people’s
storie s  with his  voice  and
guitar.

“Pol itical  a l l iance s  should
be bas ed on ideas  and
pol ic ie s,  not  s imply  on
winning e lections.”

Looking Ahead
De spite  stepping away
from elective  pol itic s,
Kang’ombe ins ists  he  i s
not  retir ing from publ ic
l i fe.
In fact,  he  hinted that  his
pol itical  journey may not
be over.

“The remaining position
in publ ic  s ervice  i s
obviously  the
Pre sidency,” he said.

“But you do not  s imply
wake up and conte st  for
the Pre s idency.  You plan,
ref lect  and organis e
before  pre s enting yours el f
to  the people.”

“We need pol itical  partie s
founded on principle s  and
ideas,  not  s imply  on the
de sire  to  acquire  power,”
he said.

He also  cal led for  reforms
in areas  such as  land
ownership,  healthcare
acce ss  and economic
partic ipation.

Particular  emphasis,  he
said,  should be  placed on
ensuring ordinary c itizens
benef it  more direct ly  from
s ectors  such as  mining,
agriculture  and energ y.

“We need to  ask ours elve s
how Zambians  can own
the economy,” he said.

“Economic  growth must
translate  into  greater
partic ipation by c itizens.”

Advice To Young People 
For young people  aspir ing
to enter  pol itic s,
Kang’ombe's  me ssage is
s imple:  partic ipate.
“Whether  you win or
los e,  history wi l l  show
that  you of fered yours el f
for  publ ic  s ervice,” he
said.

He bel ieve s  leadership  i s
developed through
experience and
encourage s  young people
not  to  be  discouraged by
l imited re source s  or  early
s etbacks.

“I  was not  the same
leader  20 years  ago.
Leadership  i s  something
you learn at  every stage.”

As he prepare s  for  l i fe
outs ide  Parl iament,
Kang’ombe says  he  hope s
people  wi l l  remember him
as someone who ros e  from
Ndeke Township in  Kitwe
and dedicated much of  his
l i fe  to  s erving the people
of  Kamf insa.

And although his
parl iamentary chapter
may be ending,  he  ins ists
his  contr ibution to  publ ic
l i fe  i s  far  from over.
Addit ional  report ing by
Kennedy Mbewe Jnr 

Clara Chisenga is  a  journalist  from Radio Icengelo in
Kitwe. She is  currently  undertaking a three-month
internship at  MakanDay af ter  earning third place in the
2025 MakanDay Awards for  Invest igat ive Journalism.

With three a lbums to  his
credit,  Mumba Yachie’s
music  i s  unique;  it  has
that  o ld  school  Kal indula
feel  but  i s  laced with
modern day stor ie s.  He
ros e  to  fame fo l lowing the
releas e  of  his  f irst  a lbum
Inspire  Me,  which has
such heartfe lt  songs  l ike
Webucushi,  What Have
You Done To Me? and We
Mwana Wandi,  acoustic
melodie s  that  were a
breath of  fre sh air  in  an
auto tune-  saturated
Zambian music  industry.  

Asked where he gets  the
inspiration to  s ing such
touching songs,  he  smile s
and looks  down before
answering:  “The music  I
do is  what  everyone feels
in  their  hearts,  the  things
I  ta lk  about… people  fee l
them so I  a lways  feel  l ike
my music  i s  real .  I  s ing
about  what  I  s ee,  trying
to compare my own
suffer ing with other
people.  I  a lways  feel  bad
when I  s ee  beggars  in  the
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Mumba recal ls  how the
deal  came about.  He says,
“Vatice  discovered my
music  and was impre ss ed
with it  so  he  of fered that
we work together.  I  can
remember very wel l  that
was on December 4,  2010
and then we started
recording Mongu Rice  in
2012.” 

street  and there  i s  no one
to help  them so I  have to
te l l  their  stor ie s.  Songs
l ike  We Buchushi  speak
about  what  poor  people
experience.”
His  s econd and third
albums Mongu Rice  and
Mukambo were re leas ed
within two months  of
each other,  a  feat  that  no
Zambian artist  had
achieved to  that  point.  He
explains  the meaning of
the tit le s  of  the  a lbums:
“Mukambo is  the  v i l lage
where I  come from in the
Copperbelt  near  Muful ira,
becaus e you have to  know
where you are  coming
from to  know where you
are going.  

The music  of  a  man who carries  the world’s  pain on his  shoulders  cont...

Mongu Rice,  a  13-track
album with publ ishing
from Inzy,  was re leas ed in
November 2013 and is
avai lable  from onl ine
store s  such as  iTune s  and
Amazon.  The physical  CD
is  coming out  this  year.
Kantemya ntemya (Fire
Fly),  the lead s ingle  from
the album is  a lready
getting many views on
youtube,  thanks  to  its
music  v ideo that  was
produced by Vatice,  the
graphics  guru behind
Inzy.  Mumba of fers  some
insight  on the song.
“Right  now we are
promoting Kantemya
ntemya ,  on TV as  wel l  as
on socia l  media  such as
youtube.”       

Kantemya ntemya is  a  love
song and Mumba explains
how the song
materia l i s ed.  “In this
song I  compare a  f iref ly  to
a woman becaus e,  you
s ee,  when I  was a  chi ld  I
us ed to  fo l low the
f iref l ie s  trying to  catch
them, but  now that  I  am a
man my woman is  my
f iref ly  and she fasc inate s
me the same way the
f iref ly  did  when I  was a
chi ld.”

As we c los e  the interview
we dri f t  into  personal
matters  and Mumba,  real
name s Mumba Yamfwa
Chitenta,  whispers  that
he is  expecting.  “My
f iref ly  i s  pregnant  and I
want  the baby to  be  a
gir l ,  I  love  g ir ls,”  he
says.  

My f irst  a lbum was cal led
Inspire  Me and on this
album I  was inspired to
ref lect  where I  come
from. Mongu Rice  i s  me
trying to  emphasize  the
need we have as  a  nation
to divers i fy,  becaus e you
know we depend a  lot  on
copper  and other
minerals,  but  we have
other  source s  of  income
such as  Mongu r ice,
which we can export  to
other  countrie s.  There
are  countrie s  l ike
Uruguay which just
produce s  bananas  and
they make bi l l ions  from
exporting bananas,  why
can’t  we do the same with
rice  and other  cash
crops…?” 

Inzy has  been
instrumental  in  marketing
Mumba Yachie’s  music  for
an international  audience.
He got  s igned to  Inzy in
2010 and 

Mumba Yachie  a lso  plays
the bongos,  drums and
the shakers.  Almost  a l l  o f
his  music  ski l l s  are  s e l f -
taught.  His  ta lent  i s
home-grown, it  goe s  way
back to  when he would
hum melodie s  to  hims el f
whi le  he  helped his
parents  on their  farm. His
father  took a  keen
intere st  in  his  son’s
music,  even going as  far
as  sponsoring his  f irst
album. There i s  a  g l int  in
his  eye s  when Mumba
speaks  about  this .  “While
I  was recording my f irst
album I  was a lso  helping
my parents.  My father
was the executive
producer  for  my f irst
album. He gave me money
for  a  studio  and said,  “I
bel ieve  in  you,  go  and
record your a lbum” and
now that  I  have three
albums out  he  i s  happy
that  I  am s el f -re l iant  and
I  am sti l l  doing what  he
helped me start.  I  perform
at di f ferent  place s  such as
Bongwe and lodge s  but
my bigge st  show was at
Al l iance Francais e  last
year.  I  don’t  want  to  play
big  shows yet  becaus e I
am sti l l  perfecting my art
and sti l l  learning a  lot.”

Mumba owe s a  lot  to  his
parents,  not  only  for  their
support  but  a lso  for  how
he was rais ed.  He speaks
fondly  of  them. “My
parents  are  farmers  and
busine ss  people  back in
Mukambo.  I  am always
thankful  to  my parents
becaus e they gave me a
good chi ldhood,  becaus e I
never  saw the trouble s  in
famil ie s  that  I  s ee  today,
l ike  divorce s.  I  thank
them a lot  for  g iv ing me
that  family  education.  I
a lways  want  to  help  them
now that  I  get  some
money but  my parents
said  “there  wi l l  be  a  time
when we wil l  ask from
you,  but  for  now bui ld
your l i fe  and s ett le  down
and then you can think of
helping us.”

This  stor y f irst  appeared
in the June 2014 edit ion
of  the Bullet in and
Record Magazine.
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