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This  reporting stood out  as  a  powerful  c lo s ing chapter  for  the year,  i l lustrating how inve stigative
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Across  the year,  Zambia’s  publ ic
conversation was dominated by
promis e s,  of  development,  reform,
innovation,  and opportunity.  Yet
behind thos e  promis e s  lay  recurring
patterns:  weak overs ight,  e l ite
capture of  publ ic  re source s,
regulatory s i lence,  and communitie s
left  to  absorb the cost  of  decis ions
made far  from them. 

“The s e chi ldren are  not  workers,
they are  casualtie s  of  neglect.”

One of  the  year’s  most  harrowing
inve stigations:  Blood on the Copper:
Chi ld  Miners  Risk Death in  Zambia’s
Copper  Pits.  The story expos ed
hazardous chi ld  labour in  i l legal
mining s ite s,  documenting deaths,
injurie s,  and the s i lence of
institutions  meant  to  protect
chi ldren.

Year in Review: 2025 Editorial  Timeline
From page 1

MakanDay’s  journal ism s et  out  to
fol low thos e  patterns  wherever  they
led — from classrooms experimenting
with arti f ic ia l  inte l l igence,  to  f looded
neighbourhoods  in  Lusaka,  to  fore sts
str ipped bare,  roads  turned deadly  by
bribery,  mining pits  worked by
chi ldren,  and f i shing communitie s
watching their  l ive l ihoods  disappear.

Limited re l ie f,  a  bag of  meal ie  meal,
some oi l ,  sachet  water  and a  smal l
cash token,  was of fered whi le
compensation negotiations  dragged
on,  deepening the community’s
hardship.

In 2025,  MakanDay Centre  for  Inve stigative  Journal ism pursued one guiding que stion:  who bears  re sponsibi l ity  when systems fa i l
ordinary people?

This  editor ia l  timel ine  capture s  not
just  a  col lection of  stor ie s,  but  a
year- long inve stigation into  how
power is  exercis ed,  neglected,  or
abus ed,  and who pays  the price.  The
reporting consistent ly  moved beyond
events  to  examine systems.  How
corruption become s normal is ed,  how
environmental  de struction fo l lows
famil iar  scr ipts,  how publ ic  funds
meant  to  upl i f t  communitie s  are
diverted,  and how weak governance
turns  r isk  into  tragedy.

MakanDay’s  work in  2025
del iberately  br idged s ectors.
Technolog y was treated not  as  a
neutral  innovation,  but  as  a
governance chal lenge.  Cl imate
impacts  were traced back to  planning
fai lure s  and procurement  decis ions.
Re source extraction stor ie s  examined
not  only  minerals  and timber,  but
s ecurity,  labour,  chi ldhood,  and
survival .  

Local  inve stigations  into
Constituency Development  Fund
(CDF) misus e  were placed alongside
national  and cross-border  analys e s  of
pol itical  capture in  the mining s ector,
reinforcing the idea that  corruption
doe s  not  exist  in  i so lation,  it  i s
systemic  and interconnected.

At  the centre  of  every story were
people,  famil ie s  navigating f loods,
chi ldren r isking death underground,
motorists  vulnerable  to  corruption on
the roads,  communitie s  caught
between survival  and environmental
col laps e.  By grounding structural
fa i lure s  in  l ived experience,  the
journal ism made abstract  governance
debate s  real,  urgent,  and human.

What fo l lows is  a  chronological
account  of  MakanDay’s  key editor ia l
work in  2025 — the que stions  asked,
the fa i lure s  expos ed,  and the
moments  where accountabi l ity
journal ism chal lenged s i lence.
Together,  the s e  stor ie s  ref lect
MakanDay’s  miss ion:  to  expos e
wrongdoing,  strengthen publ ic
accountabi l ity,  and ensure that  the
cost  of  misrule  i s  neither  hidden nor
ignored.

Blood on the Copper:  Child Miners
Risk Death in Zambia’s  Copper Pits  

The inve stigation grounded pol icy
fai lure  in  l ived suf fer ing,  forc ing
readers  to  confront  the real  cost  of
regulatory abs ence.

“I Could Have Been the First  to
Die,” Says Chambishi  Resident

Early  in  the year,  in  March 2025,
MakanDay opened the year  with a
mine pol lution story.

In a  harrowing account  from
Chambishi  on the Copperbelt,
MakanDay documented the
devastating aftermath of  a  ta i l ings
dam col laps e  at  Sino Metals  Leach
Zambia Limited,  a  Chine s e-owned
copper  mine,  that  unleashed highly
acidic  ef f luent  across  farmland and
home steads.  

63-year-old  farmer Jennifer
Banduwel l  recounted the terr i fy ing
moment when toxic  water  surged into
her  home and maize  f ie lds,  r is ing to
waist  height.  She de scr ibed how she
and neighbours  de sperately  tr ied to
hold back the f lood with blankets  —
and how she later  real is ed she “could
have been the f irst  to  die” from
contaminated water  she initia l ly
didn’t  know was toxic.  

The disaster  af fected over  200
farmers,  de stroying crops  that
sustained famil ie s  and l ivel ihoods.  In
its  immediate  wake,  local  of f ic ia ls
warned against  dr inking wel l  water
or  consuming food from contaminated
f ie lds,  leaving re s idents  struggl ing
with hunger,  thirst  and unsafe
conditions.

Beyond personal  suf fer ing,  the
inve stigation highl ighted wider
environmental  and governance
fai lure s:  the  acidic  ef f luent  pol luted
waterways,  k i l led  f i sh  and forced
water  suppl iers  to  cut  of f  s ervice  to
parts  of  Kitwe,  spot l ighting systemic
weakne ss e s  in  regulatory overs ight
and disaster  prevention.  

This  inve stigation marked the f irst  in
a s er ie s  of  reports  on the Chambishi
environmental  d isaster,  opening the
door for  subs equent  stor ie s  that
examined regulatory fa i lure s,  delayed
remediation,  compensation dispute s,
and the long-term health and
l ivel ihood r isks  fac ing af fected
communitie s.

“They Promised
Development,  We
Got Evict ion”—
Zambian Farmers
Demand Just ice
from Mining Giant
In one of  the  year’s  most  compel l ing
examinations  of  corporate
accountabi l ity  and community  r ights,
MakanDay reported on the ongoing
struggle  of  nearly  300 hous eholds
displaced by First  Quantum Minerals
(FQM) in North-We stern Province.  



3

The inve stigation revealed the
s ecurity  and socia l  costs  of
unmanaged extraction,  showing how
abs ence of  p lanning turns  mineral
wealth into  instabi l ity.

The s er ie s  demonstrated how
national  corruption narrative s  p lay
out  at  ward level,  af fecting famil ie s
who depend on publ ic  funds  for
education and opportunity.

October  brought  one of  MakanDay’s
f lagship  inve stigations  of  the  year.
Guns,  Gangs  and Gold:  The Dark
Side of  Zambia’s  Gold Discovery
examined the chaos  at  the  Kikonge
gold  f ie lds  in  Mufumbwe, vio lence,
cr iminal  gangs,  pol ice  crackdowns,
and a  state  unprepared for  a  re source
rush.

Year in Review: 2025 Editorial  Timeline CONT....

Voice s  l ike  that  of  49-year-old
Maggie  Luyako,  a  displaced farmer
and mother  of  e ight,  i l lustrate  the
scale  of  the  injustice:  “They took my
land in  2004 and only  paid
compensation this  year.  What can I
do with that  after  21 years?” she
asked.  

In  June,  MakanDay fo l lowed the trai l
of  governance fa i lure  into  Zambia’s
fore sts.  Mukula Is  Gone — Now
They’re  After  Mukwa documented
how i l legal  logging networks  s imply
migrated from one tree  specie s  to
another,  exploiting opaque l icensing
systems,  weak enforcement,  and
compromis ed traditional  authority
structure s.

The inve stigation delved into  pre-
l itigation action being prepared in
the UK, where af fected re s idents  are
repre s ented by Leigh Day,  a l leging
forced re s ett lement,  poor
consultation,  and compensation that
doe sn’t  ref lect  the  value of  lo st  land
or l ivel ihoods.  

De spite  FQM’s s igni f icant  f inancial
contr ibutions,  including hundreds  of
mil l ions  in  revenue s  and statutory
payments  to  the Zambian
government,  the af fected
communitie s  argue that  local  justice
has  been e lus ive  and that  promis e s  of
development  were unful f i l led.  

This  story not  only  highl ighted stark
inequal itie s  in  how Zambia’s
re source wealth translate s,  or  fa i l s  to
translate,  into  tangible  benef its  for
host  communitie s  but  a lso
underscored the growing role  of
transnational  legal  strategie s  in
pursuing corporate  accountabi l ity.  

The story demonstrated that
environmental  de struction in  Zambia
is  rarely  accidental .  I t  i s  systemic,
predictable,  and enabled by
institutions  that  fa i l  to  intervene.

That  same month,  MakanDay
publ ished Sel l -Outs  |  Zambia,  part
of  a  cross-border  inve stigation that
examined pol itical  interference in
mining l icence a l location.  The story
l inked Zambia’s  mineral  governance
fai lure s  to  a  wider  continental
pattern of  e l ite  capture.

By placing Zambia’s  mining cr is is
within a  regional  context,  the
inve stigation e levated local  reporting
into a  broader  analys is  of  power,
inf luence,  and prof it  across  borders.

As  the year  moved into  July  and
August,  MakanDay’s  focus  sharpened
on how corruption ki l l s ,  quiet ly  and
repeatedly.

Briber y on the Roads:  The Hidden
Kil ler  in  Lusaka’s  Transport
System  expos ed how routine pol ice
bribery undermine s  road safety
enforcement,  a l lowing dangerous
vehic le s  and reckle ss  dr ivers  to
remain on the roads.

What i s  often dismiss ed as  “petty
corruption” was shown to  be  a  deadly
system, with human cons equence s
measured in  injurie s  and funerals.

In September,  MakanDay shi f ted its
focus  to  local  governance through the
CDF Under Scrutiny – Muful ira
Serie s.  The multi -part  inve stigation
tracked al leged manipulation of
Constituency Development Fund
bursarie s,  pol itical  favouritism,
inf lated fee s,  and weak counci l
overs ight.

Transnational  Exposure:  Zambia |
First  Contact
Publ ished on September 8,  2025,
this  powerful  inve stigation explored
the hidden real ity  behind the
recruitment  of  young Afr icans,
including Zambians,  into  Russ ia’s
controvers ia l  Alabuga Start
programme, where young women
were of fered opportunitie s  that
masked harsher  conditions  and
re str icted freedoms.  

Through months  of  e f fort,  MakanDay
was f inal ly  able  to  reach a  young
Zambian woman ins ide  the
programme who de scr ibed l imited
understanding of  the  work,
s igni f icant  tax deductions,  str ict
conditions,  and re str icted contact
home,  sharply  contrasting with
pol ished promotional  narrative s
c irculating in  Zambia.

MakanDay’s  f irst  story on Russia’s
Alabuga programme inspired
journal ists  in  s even other  countrie s
to  pursue their  own inve stigations,
re sulting in  a  s igni f icant  cross-
border  col laboration.

“Gold promis ed opportunity,  but
del ivered fear,” said  one of  the  local
leaders

Buses,  Brief ings  and ‘Support’  —
What Chipata Reveals  About
Zambia’s  Const i tut ional  Reform
MakanDay and a  team of  f ive  Eastern
Province journal ists  c lo s ed the year
by turning a  spot l ight  on the
unfolding constitutional  reform
proce ss  (Bi l l  Seven)by documenting
the publ ic  hearings  in  Chipata.  

As  Zambia’s  parl iament  reconsidered
the contentious  Bi l l ,  a  reform that
would expand constituency s eats,
re s erve repre s entation for  women,
youth and persons  with disabi l itie s,
introduce a  hybrid  e lectoral  system
and increas e  pre s identia l ly  appointed
MPs,  que stions  began to  swir l  about
the authentic ity  of  publ ic
engagement.  

In  Chipata,  inve stigative  reporting
revealed scene s  that  undermined the
government’s  narrative  of  genuine
citizen partic ipation:  bus e s  ferrying
most ly  youths  and women who
weren’t  ful ly  aware why they’d been
cal led,  rehears ed submiss ions  in
support  of  the  change s,  queue s  for
unexplained al lowance s  and what
appeared to  be  organis ed
mobi l i sation rather  than spontaneous
civic  input.  

Obs ervers  and c iv i l  society  groups
cited in  the report  rais ed s er ious
concerns  that  the proce ss  was poorly
communicated,  vulnerable  to
manipulation,  and poss ibly
engineered to  produce predetermined
outcome s,  even as  authoritie s
maintained the reform was c itizen-
led.  

This  reporting stood out  as  a  powerful  c lo s ing chapter  for  the year,  i l lustrating how
inve stigative  journal ism can shine a  l ight  on the c la ims versus  real ity  within major
governance proce ss e s,  e special ly  one re shaping Zambia’s  supreme law just  months
before  the 2026 e lections.
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compliant  entitie s  and K9.4 mil l ion
from s ett lement  agreements,  a
s ituation Dr.  Mwambwa said  weakens
regulatory enforcement  and consumer
protection.  

Incomplete  REA projects  mean
electr ic ity  i s  promis ed but  not
del ivered.

Auditor  General  Flags  Deepening Governance and Financial  Cris is  in
Parastatals
By Linda Soko Tembo

Bil l ions  of  kwachas  are  tied up in
Zambia’s  parastatals,  in  pensions,
rai lways,  power projects,  and publ ic
ass ets  meant  to  dr ive  national
development.  Yet  the Auditor  General
(AG)’s  late st  f indings  show that
much of  this  publ ic  wealth i s  being
eroded by weak governance,  chronic
loss e s,  and unre solved audit  fa i lure s,
rais ing urgent  que stions  about  who is
accountable.

Every year,  the  AG te l l s  parl iament
the same story,  publ ic  institutions
are  lo s ing money,  ignoring the rule s,
and leaving audit  problems
unre solved.  The di f ference this  time
is  the  scale  of  the  r isk,  and what  it
could mean for  pensions,  publ ic
s ervice s,  and taxpayer  conf idence.

The late st  report  covers  unre solved
audit  matters  across  many state-
owned enterpris e s  and statutory
institutions,  including issue s  in
governance,  accounting,  budget
performance,  internal  controls,  and
statutory compl iance.

The Report  on the Accounts  of
Parastatal  Bodie s  and Other
Statutory Institutions  for  the
f inancial  year  ended 31 December
2024,  re leas ed by Acting AG Dr.  Ron
Mwambwa, reveals  systemic
weakne ss e s  in  governance,
accountabi l ity,  and f inancial
management  across  s everal  state-
owned enterpris e s  and statutory
bodie s,  many of  which remain
unaddre ss ed as  of  31 October  2025.

One of  the  most  a larming cas e s  i s  the
Publ ic  Service  Pension Fund
(PSPF).  Actuarial  ass e ssments  show
funding gaps  of  K50.42 bi l l ion in
2020 and K43.88 bi l l ion in  2023,
with pension ass ets  covering only
nine percent  of  future  obl igations.
The s ituation is  wors ened by delayed
government remittance s  of  K96.56
mil l ion for  December 2024 and
K14.9 mil l ion in  outstanding rental
income,  threatening the long-term
sustainabi l ity  of  publ ic  s ector
pensions.

The AG warned that  government’s
delayed remittance of  K96.56 mil l ion
in pension contr ibutions  for
December 2024,  coupled with K14.9
mil l ion in  outstanding rental  income,
threatens  the long-term
sustainabi l ity  of  publ ic  s ector
pensions.

The report  a lso  paints  a  b leak
picture  at  Zambia Rai lways  Limited,
which recorded operating lo ss e s
total ing K315.4 mil l ion over  2023
and 2024.  The company continue s  to
face  negative  working capital
exceeding K1.17 bi l l ion,  largely  due
to an ageing f leet  and high operating
costs.  In  addition,  rol l ing  stock
valued at  K447.5 mil l ion remained
uninsured,  exposing the company to
s igni f icant  f inancial  r isk.

In the regional  transport  s ector,  the
Tanzania  Zambia Rai lway Authority
(TAZARA) incurred maintenance
costs  of  US$7.04 mil l ion and revenue
loss e s  of  US$3.3 mil l ion fo l lowing
405 accidents,  most  of  which were
attr ibuted to  operational  and
infrastructure def ic iencie s.  The
abs ence of  audited f inancial
statements  for  three cons ecutive
years  and fa i lure  to  col lect  K71.03
mil l ion in  rental  income further
weakened accountabi l ity  at  the
Authority.

At  the Rural  Electr i f ication Authority
(REA), weakne ss e s  in  contract
management expos ed publ ic  funds
amounting to  K22.5 mil l ion through
unrecovered advance payments,
miss ing guarantee s  and fa i lure  to
charge l iquidated damage s.  The
report  further  note s  that  23 projects
valued at  K88.46 mil l ion remained
incomplete  beyond agreed timel ine s,
delaying the provis ion of  e lectr ic ity
to  rural  communitie s.

The audit  a lso  c ited Indeni  Energ y
Company Limited,  where fa i lure  to
dispos e  of  decommiss ioned ref inery
ass ets  re sulted in  an impairment
charge of  K147 mil l ion,  in  addition
to K4.84 mil l ion spent  on care  and
maintenance.  The company also  paid
US$521,857 for  materia ls  that  were
not  del ivered,  whi le  its  working
capital  decl ined to  a  negative  K298.2
mil l ion in  2024,  rais ing concerns
about  its  f inancial  v iabi l ity.

CCPC’s  fa i lure  to  col lect  f ine s
weakens consumer protection and
emboldens  of fenders.

Infratel  Corporation Limited was a lso
faulted for  incurring penaltie s  of
K1.08 mil l ion due to  operational
downtime and fa i l ing  to  recover
K3.62 mil l ion from insurers  owing to
non-compliance with insurance
conditions.

Overal l ,  Dr.  Mwambwa warned that
the pers istence and scale  of  the
unre solved audit  f indings  point  to
materia l  f i scal  r isks,  inef f ic ient  us e
of  publ ic  re source s  and weakened
overs ight.

He cal led for  urgent  corrective
measure s,  including recovery of
outstanding amounts,  stronger
overs ight  by boards  and control l ing
off icers,  improved contract  and ass et
management,  and str ict  compl iance
with statutory reporting
requirements.  Fai lure  to  act
promptly,  he  cautioned,  could erode
publ ic  trust  and undermine
accountabi l ity  in  the management  of
publ ic  funds.

Meanwhile,  the  Competition and
Consumer Protection Commiss ion
(CCPC) fai led to  col lect  K32.77
mil l ion in  f ine s  impos ed on non-



5

The head of  Germany’s  Cathol ic
bishops  last  week warned against
the dangers  of  r is ing  national ism in
his  Christmas s ermon,  arguing that
the interconnected nature of  the
modern world  make s  i so lation not
only  unreal istic,  but  de structive.

al legations  are  defended not  on
evidence,  but  on the identity  of  the
accus ed.  We feel  it  when national
conversations  quiet ly  shi f t  from “Is
this  r ight?” to  “Is  this  one of  ours?

Opinion | When “Us First” Becomes Our Undoing
COMMENT

"Where doe s  this  new s el f i sh
national ism, with its  s logan of  'us
f irst, '  u ltimately  lead?" Bishop
Georg Bätzing asked in  the Limburg
Cathedral,  according to  the pre-
distr ibuted text  of  his  s ermon.

"I  admit,  this  idea has  a lways
personal ly  fasc inated me and
convinced me to  bel ieve,"  the  64-
year-old  chairman of  the  German
Bishops’  Conference said.  

Unl ike  open national ism, tr ibal ism
fracture s  the nation quiet ly.  I t  doe s
not  declare  enemie s  outs ide  the
border.  I t  create s  enemie s  within.
And once leaders  learn that  loyalty
can replace  integrity,  competence
become s optional  and accountabi l ity
col laps e s.

Bätzing framed the Christmas
me ssage of  God arr iv ing as  a
defencele ss  chi ld  as  a  radical
alternative  to  the power game s of
the mighty,  an idea that  direct ly
chal lenge s  pol itic s  bui lt  on fear,
exclus ion,  and domination.

"The God to  whom Christians
profe ss  their  fa ith  i s  so  free  that  he
rel inquishe s  a l l  d iv ine power."

For Christians,  Christmas marks  the
birth of  Je sus  Christ,  bel ieved to  be
God incarnate,  who enters  the  world
not  as  a  ruler,  conqueror,  or
strongman,  but  as  a  vulnerable  chi ld
born into  poverty.  I t  i s  a  me ssage
that  turns  power on its  head.

While  German Cathol ic  b ishops  are
warning against  national ism in  a
country largely  united by shared
identity,  history,  and institutions,
the Zambian chal lenge is  both
di f ferent  and more fragi le.

In Zambia,  a  nation of  more than 70
ethnic  groups,  the  danger  i s  not  a
s ingle  national ism, but  fractured
national ism, a  pol itic s  increasingly
framed around “our tr ibe  f irst.”  We
s ee it  repeatedly  in  e lection
campaigns,  publ ic  appointments,
development  prior itie s,  and even
everyday conversation.

Tribal ism in  Zambia is  rarely  loud.
It  i s  subt le,  coded,  and often
disguis ed as  cultural  pr ide  or
regional  loyalty.  But  beneath the
surface,  it  functions  as  a  powerful
pol itical  weapon,  us ed to  mobi l i s e
support,  reward al l ie s,  exclude
others,  and s i lence accountabi l ity.

We hear  it  when development
projects  are  justi f ied  or  condemned
bas ed on where they are  located
rather  than who needs  them most.
We s ee  it  when corruption”

This  i s  where Bishop Bätzing’s
Christmas ref lection speaks
powerful ly  to  Zambia.

The image of  God choosing
vulnerabi l ity  over  dominance
chal lenge s  our  f ixation on
strongmen,  ethnic  champions,  and
pol itical  “protectors”.  I t  reminds  us
that  leadership  grounded in  fear  and
exclus ion ultimately  hol lows out
society,  no matter  how loudly  it
c la ims to  defend “its  people”.

Zambia’s  d ivers ity  has  a lways  been
its  strength,  not  its  weakne ss.  Our
peace has  been bui lt  on re straint,
tolerance,  and the refusal  to  reduce
citizenship to  tr ibe.  

But  the s e  value s  do not  sustain
thems elve s  automatical ly.  They must
be defended del iberately,  e special ly
by leaders,  c lerg y,  and c itizens  who
understand that  once tr ibal  loyalty
become s the currency of  power,  the
nation its e l f  become s expendable.
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MakanDay c los ed the year  on a  high
note,  ce lebrating a  major
international  achievement  by Ennety
Munshya,  whos e work earned Si lver
at  the  United Nations
Corre spondents  Association
(UNCA)–Italgas  Global  Prize  for
Digital  Innovation and Arti f ic ia l
Intel l igence.

Ending the Year with Accolades

Patrick Mucheleka st icks  to  his  guns,  wil l  not  be persuaded
to join PF
By Charles Mafa

Keep your fr iends  c lo s e,  but  keep
your enemie s  c lo s er.  The s e  are  not
exact ly  the s entiments  of  Patr ick
Mucheleka,  MP for  Lubans enshi,  but
he has  taken the high road by te l l ing
the PF he wi l l  not  jo in  them becaus e
he would consider  doing so  as  a
betrayal  of  the  people  who voted for
him.

Rul ing pol itical  partie s  have a
reputation of  lur ing independent
MPs to  their  s ide,  and Mr Mucheleka
has  had his  share  of  d iscreet
enquir ie s  from the PF,  but  there  i s
no indecis ion on his  part.  There
were three independent  MPs after
the 2011 general  e lections,  one
re s igned to  jo in  the Patr iotic  Front
whi le  the  other  i s  s erving as  a
deputy minister.  Mr Mucheleka
would consider  such a  move as  one
lacking personal  integrity  on his
part.  

He refers  to  the tactic  us ed by rul ing
partie s  in  saying an opposition MP
can never  take development  to  his
constituency as  “huge l ie s”.  He says
this  “misconception” is  e special ly
common in  rural  areas.  Money us ed
for  development  belongs  to  the
people  of  Zambia as  “that  i s
taxpayers’  money”,  he  says.  “Even
when the funds  are  borrowed,  as  i s
the cas e  now when we have this
propensity  for  borrowing,  we’re  sti l l
borrowing on behal f  of  the  Zambian
people,” he says.

The independent  MP bel ieve s  there
is  a  pr ice  to  pay for  partic ipating in
the country’s  leadership.  His
ref lection on the on-going debate
concerning the “low salar ie s” of
MPs is  that  “Parl iament  i s  a  s ervice
to  humanity”.  He says  that  as  much
as  the salar ie s  and al lowance s  are
low, the MPs should be  ready to
sacri f ice  and that  “some of  us  are
paying that  pr ice”.  I  am ready to  pay
that  pr ice.  That  i s  why thos e  who
have cross ed the f loor  are  being
motivated by personal  gain.”

organisations  in  opposing Frederick
Chi luba’s  push for  a  third
pre s identia l  term. 

That  same year,  he  conte sted a
Parl iamentary s eat  in  Lubans enshi.
His  motivation was to  stand under
General  Godfrey Miyanda’s  Heritage
Party  and its  “vi l lage  concept”.

This  week in  the Bul letin  and Record

The award recognis e s  outstanding
journal ism that  cr itical ly  examine s
how technolog y,  dig ita l  innovation,
and arti f ic ia l  inte l l igence are
shaping a  more sustainable  and
equitable  future.  I t  honours
excel lence across  pr int  ( including
onl ine),  te levis ion,  and radio
journal ism that  advance s  publ ic
s ervice  and contr ibute s  to
sustainable  development.

Ennety’s  winning story explored
Zambia’s  readine ss  to  integrate
arti f ic ia l  inte l l igence in  the
education s ector,  balancing promis e
with caution.  The inve stigation
highl ighted potentia l  benef its  such
as  personal is ed learning and
improved school  administration,
whi le  exposing pers istent
chal lenge s,  including infrastructure
gaps,  l imited teacher  preparedne ss,
and weak pol icy  frameworks.
Central  to  the story was a  cal l  for
coordinated action among
government,  schools,  and the private
s ector  to  ensure re sponsible  and
inclus ive  AI  adoption.

The honour was conferred during
the 2025 United Nations
Corre spondents  Association (UNCA)
Awards,  held  on Friday,  12
December 2025,  at  the  United
Nations  Headquarters  in  New York,
recognis ing outstanding journal ists
from across  the  g lobe.Top of  Form

“I was e lected as  an independent  MP
for  a  f ive-year  period.  I  have been
given that  mandate,” he says.  “Why
should I  suddenly  change and re s ign
to caus e  an unnece ssary by-election
at  the expens e of  development? This
is  money that  should be  us ed to
enhance s ervice  del ivery in  my
constituency.”

Mr Mucheleka,  born in  1965,  has
come a  long way in  pol itic s.  In
2001,  he was caught  up in  the third
term debate  as  he  jo ined force s  with
members  of  c iv i l  soc iety

“This  concept  was s er iously
misunderstood and distorted,” he
says.  In  my view the HP did  not  do
enough to  explain what  the concept
was a l l  about.  What attracted me
was the whole  concept  of  br inging
about  balanced development.  We
were ta lking about  transferr ing the
terms of  trade from the urban
economy and also  promoting the
economic  activ itie s  of  the  rural
areas.” 

Mr Mucheleka has  a  Masters  in
Development  Studie s  with a
special i sation in  agriculture  and
rural  development;  his  intere st  i s  to
s ee  that  the country attains
equitable  wealth distr ibution.  He
worked in  the c iv i l  soc iety  movement
before  making his  s econd ef fort  to
re-conte st  the  Lubans enshi
Parl iamentary s eat,  which he won in
2011.
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Patrick Mucheleka st icks  to  his  guns,  wil l  not  be persuaded to  join PF Cont...

“It’s  so  important  that  we identi fy
what  can be done by l inking the
rural  areas  to  the urban economy.”
He adds:  “That  i s  why the country
require s  a  rural  development  pol icy,
which I  pushed through as  a  pr ivate
member’s  motion.  But  to  date  that
pol icy  i s  not  forthcoming.”

In analys ing the performance of  the
PF government,  Mr Mucheleka
obs erve s  that  “they have lamentably
disappointed”.  He pointed out  that
there  i s  “massive  corruption” going
on in  the current  government,
making the MMD’s fraud “look l ike
chi ld’s  p lay”.  He says  PF have fa i led
in democracy and government by
turning 360 degree s  on the
Constitution-making proce ss  and
that  apart  from weakening
constitutional  of f ice s,  they have also
sti f led  freedom of  expre ss ion and
ass embly --  they have del iberately
delayed enacting the Acce ss  to
Information Act,  so  that  people  are
kept  in  the dark.    

The Lubans enshi  MP is  busy man
and has  to  f ind a  balance between
family  l i fe  – he is  married with four
chi ldren --  and the job of  being the
“voice  of  the  voicele ss”.  When the
B&R reque sted a  meeting with him,
he was in  his  constituency to  meet
his  people.  There was only  a  day
between his  return from the more
than 2,500 ki lometre s  road tr ip
from Lubans enshi  and air  travel  to
South Afr ica  for  the Pan Afr ican
Parl iament.  In  fact,  he  i s  head of
delegation for  the country’s  f ive
MPs to  Afr ica’s  legis lative  ass embly.    

Mr Mucheleka is  a  member of  the
Bemba Royal  family.  He was born
with leadership  in  his  b lood.  His
late  father,  Mr Alexander  Mucheleka
who was part  of  the  l iberation
struggle,  spent  his  l i fe  as  a
pol itic ian and held  various  positions
in UNIP including Distr ict  Governor
for  Luwingu in  Northern Province.
His  mother  i s  a  retired teacher  who
l ive s  in  Kasama.  Both his  parents
hai l  from the royal  Bemba famil ie s.
De spite  this,  he  doe s  not  take his
position as  MP for  granted.  He says
he is  ready to  be  led by others  i f  the
people  decide  otherwis e.

His  evaluation of  Zambia’s  f i f ty  50-
year  journey is  that  there  have been
more chal lenge s  than succe ss e s.  He
says  the country was on a  succe ss
path from the time of  independence
to 1973 when al l  the  industr ie s
where national is ed.  He says
economic  chal lenge s  that  took place
eventual ly  forced Dr Kenneth
Kaunda to  revert  to  a  multiparty
pol itical  system. 

“Poverty  levels  have remained high
de spite  the economic  growth.  Also,
we a  have multi -party  system but  the
mental ity  i s  sti l l  that  of  a  one-party
system and most  institutions  have
not  transformed,  they’re  sti l l  ti lted
towards  operating under  a  s ingle
party  environment,” he obs erve s.
“This  in  my view is  where we have
wasted part  of  our  50 years.” 

The stor y was f irst  published in
the September 2014 edit ion of  the
Bullet in & Record Magazine.   


