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Scarce in Hospitals,  Sold on the Streets

By Angela Mtambo

When a family  in  Kasama
returned to  Kasama
General  Hospital  to
col lect  artane,  a
pre scr ibed medication
their  re lative,  a  mental
health patient,  re l ie s  on
for  dai ly  stabi l ity,  they
were once again told  the
drug was unavai lable.

Senior  Publ ic  Relations
Off icer  Ludovico Mwape
conf irmed that  the
authority  i s  aware of  the
abus e of  Artane and other
pre scr iption medic ine s,
but  said  the medic ine s
regulatory body has  not
yet  e stabl ished how the
drug is  entering the
i l legal  market.

Ministry  spoke sperson
Georgina Mutale
Chimombo said  the i l legal
trade is  largely  dr iven by
patients  who are
legitimately  pre scr ibed
the medication but  later
re s el l  it  to  others.  The
ministry  a lso  said  some
individuals  have been
detained in  connection
with the i l l ic it  sa le,
although it  d id  not
disc los e  detai ls  of  the
cas e s,  charge s,  or  any
convictions.

memory lo ss  and impaired
concentration,  s evere
drowsine ss  and confusion,
wors ening depre ss ion and
suic idal  thoughts,  l iver
damage,  as  wel l  as
s e izure s  and irregular
heartbeat.

It  was  not  the f irst  time.
“This  drug is  suppos ed to
be us ed by r ightful
us ers,” Mwape said.  “We
are concerned that  it  i s
being abus ed and sold  for
personal  gain.”

From page 1

A drug meant  to  stabi l ise  mental  health patients  is  missing from hospital  shelves  but  f looding Kasama’s streets,
exposing a troubling disconnect  between off ic ial  assurances,  regulator y oversight,  and the l ived real i ty  of  patients
and their  famil ies.

For months,  the  family
says,  shortage s  at  the
government-run hospital
have forced them to  buy
the medication from
private  pharmacie s  at
their  own expens e.  On
days  they cannot  af ford
it,  treatment  i s
interrupted,  with vis ib le
cons equence s.

“The condition wors ens
when the medic ine
stops,” a  family  member
said.  “It  af fects  the  whole
hous ehold,  emotional ly
and f inancial ly  my son
become s vio lent,  we have
to tie  him up and i f  the
brothers  and father  are
not  around it ’s  a  struggle
I  have to  lock him up,
sometime s  we have to  pay
extra for  peace to  re ign.”

Yet  whi le  patients
struggle  to  acce ss  artane
through the publ ic  health
system, the same drug has
quiet ly  found a  s econd
l i fe  outs ide  it.

A prescript ion drug,
openly sold

What should be  a  tight ly
control led medic ine i s
now widely  avai lable  on
Kasama’s  streets,
particular ly  among young
people.

Several  youths  admitted
to abusing artane,  saying
it  i s  easy  to  obtain de spite
being a  pre scr iption-only
medic ine.  According to
thos e  interviewed,  a
s ingle  tablet  s e l l s  for  as
l itt le  as  K10,  whi le  a
str ip  of  10 tablets  goe s
for  about  K100.

Some said  the drug is
taken before,  or  mixed
with,  strong local  brews
such as  kachasu,  a
practice  medical  experts
warn can be extremely
dangerous.

The contradiction is
stark.  A drug in  short
supply  for  patients  i s
plenti ful  and cheap on the
street.

Regulators  ‘not  yet
certain’  how i t  is  leaking

The Zambia Medic ine s
Regulatory Authority
(ZAMRA) says  it  i s
concerned.

He said  inve stigations  are
ongoing and cal led on the
publ ic  to  report  suspected
pi l ferage and i l legal  sa le s.

However,  ZAMRA did not
explain how a
pre scr iption-only
medic ine can be widely
sold  at  such low price s
without  detection,  nor  did
it  provide timel ine s  or
outcome s from its
inve stigations.

Awareness  without  data
The Drug Enforcement
Commiss ion (DEC) has
also  acknowledged the
growing abus e of  artane,
particular ly  among young
people.

Publ ic  Relations  Off icer
Al lan Tamba said  the
commiss ion has
intensi f ied s ensitisation
programme s in  schools,
churche s,  and
communitie s  to  warn
against  pre scr iption drug
abus e.

“It  i s  becoming a
concerning matter,  and
everyone should be
careful,” Tamba said.

But  de spite
acknowledging the scale
of  the  problem, DEC
could not  provide
statistic s  on arre sts,
s e izure s,  or  trends  re lated
speci f ical ly  to  artane,
rais ing que stions  about
enforcement  beyond
publ ic  awarene ss
campaigns.

Ministr y rules  out
hospital  pi l ferage
In a  written re spons e
dismiss ing a l legations  of
theft  or  divers ion from
publ ic  hospitals,  the
Ministry  of  Health said
prel iminary inve stigations
show that  whi le  artane is
being abus ed,  it  i s  not
being stolen from health
faci l itie s.  This  pos ition
direct ly  contradicts
MakanDay’s  f indings,
which traced the drug’s
source  to  Kasama General
Hospital ,  where of f icers
are  a l legedly  supplying
the black market.

“As a  Ministry,  we wi l l
continue to  work c los ely
with re levant
stakeholders,  including
the pol ice  and regulatory
authoritie s,  to  conduct
further  inve stigations  and
put  in  place  measure s  to
curb this  abus e,”
Chimombo said.

However,  the  re spons e
leave s  a  cr itical  que stion
unanswered:  i f  patient-
level  re sale  i s  the  primary
source,  how is  the  drug
entering the market  in
quantitie s  large  enough to
f lood the streets  whi le
publ ic  hospitals  report
shortage s?

MakanDay’s
inve stigations  indicate  a
di f ferent  supply  chain.
Reporters  traced the drug
to Kasama General
Hospital  and were able  to
purchas e  it  d irect ly  from
a street  suppl ier,  with a
hal f- ful l  bott le  of  100
tablets  s e l l ing  for  K500.
To conceal  the  source,
batch numbers  are
reportedly  removed from
the bott le s  before  the
drug reache s  the market.

Health r isks  for  users,
and patients  lef t  behind

Medical  experts  warn that
abusing artane,  e special ly
when combined with
alcohol,  carr ie s  s er ious
health r isks.  The s e
include dependence and
withdrawal  symptoms,

Mental  health
profe ss ionals  a lso  warn
that  sudden interruption
of  treatment,  common
during drug shortage s,
can tr igger  re laps e,
anxiety,  aggre ss ion,  and
suic idal  ideation.

“Continuity  of  treatment
is  cr itical ,”
Pharmaceutical  Society  of
Zambia pre s ident  Keegan
Mwape said.  “When
medication is  d isrupted,
patients  are  put  at  real
r isk.”

A system
fai l ing at  both
ends
As authoritie s  inve stigate
and s ensitisation ef forts
continue,  famil ie s  say the
cons equence s  are  a lready
clear.

Thos e abusing the drug do
so with l itt le  fear  of
detection.  Thos e who
genuinely  need it  are  le ft
scrambl ing,  paying out  of
pocket  or  going without.

“De spite  travel l ing  from
Lukulu South to  Kasama
General  Hospital  and
spending over  K200 to
col lect  the  medic ine for
my son,  which is  str ict ly
issued by pre scr iption and
which I  careful ly  keep so
I  don’t  lo s e  it,  we sti l l
cannot  get  the  drug from
the hospital  pharmacy,”
one father  said.  “We are
forced to  buy it
e ls ewhere,  yet  we keep
hearing that  it  i s  so ld
freely  on the streets,  even
without  the pre scr iption
that  I  have.”
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Scarce in Hospitals,  Sold on the Streets  Cont...

MakanDay has  a lso
e stabl ished that  i l legal
mining s ite s  across  the
country have become
another  space where
the s e  drugs  are  widely
us ed. Artane (tr ihexyphenidyl)

is  a  control led
pre scr iption medication
commonly us ed in  mental
health care.  I t  doe s  not
treat  mental  i l lne ss  its e l f,
but  i s  pre scr ibed to
manage movement-related
side  ef fects  caus ed by
certain psychiatr ic
medic ine s,  particular ly
antipsychotics.

Common s ide  ef fects
include dry mouth,
dizz ine ss,  b lurred vis ion,
constipation,  and
dif f iculty  focusing.  When
misus ed or  taken without
medical  supervis ion,
artane can caus e
confusion,  re st le ssne ss,
hal lucinations,  impaired
judgment,  and lo ss  of
s e l f -control,  increasing
the r isk  of  accidents  and
violence,  according to
pharmacist.

In contrast,  afternoon
shi fts  have more of f icers
on duty,  whi le  patrols  are
reportedly  scheduled only
on Fridays  and Saturdays.

I l legal  miners  reportedly
mix the drugs  with
alcohol  to  get  high and
suppre ss  fear  before
entering narrow
underground tunnels.
Armed only  with picks
and shovels,  they r isk
their  l ive s  dai ly  whi le
working under
intoxication.

safe  us e,  poss ible  s ide
ef fects,  and when to  s eek
medical  help.  Artane
pre scr iptions  are  typical ly
reviewed regularly  to
ensure the medication is
sti l l  nece ssary and that
its  benef its  continue to
outweigh the r isks.

Why artane should
not  be abused –
pharmacist
explains

Medical  Students  Under Siege

Between midnight  and 4
a.m.,  medical  students
training to  save l ive s  are
being attacked in  their
boarding hous e s  in
Lusaka’s  Mtendere and
Pre sidentia l  Housing
Initiative  (PHI) areas,
often just  minute s  from
pol ice  posts.  Yet  de spite
repeated reports,  pol ice
records,  patrol  logs,  and
re spons e timel ine s  remain
unavai lable.

Over the past  s everal
months,  students  from
Levy Mwanawansa
Medical  Univers ity
Teaching Hospital  say
they have become primary
targets  of  coordinated
night-time attacks
involving theft,  threats,
and violence.  Laptops,
phone s,  and personal
belongings  are  stolen,
items e ss entia l  not  only
for  dai ly  l i fe,  but  for
medical  training.

By Brenda Muzeya

midnight  and 4:00hrs  in
the morning,  sugge sting
perpetrators  understand
pol ice  operating patterns
and re spons e l imitations.

Multiple  v ictims
interviewed said  they
cal led pol ice  emergency
l ine s  during attacks,  with
re spons e time s  ranging
from 30 minute s  to  over  an
hour.

Local  leaders  say the lack
of  timely  re spons e i s  not
accidental .

Without  c learer
accountabi l ity,
transparent  enforcement
data,  and tighter  controls
along the medic ine supply
chain,  mental  health
advocate s  warn that
Kasama’s  quiet  cr is is
could deepen,  with
devastating cons equence s
for  both us ers  and
patients.

The drug works  by
helping rebalance
chemicals  in  the brain
that  af fect  muscle
control .  Becaus e it  a lso
af fects  the  nervous
system, Artane can
inf luence concentration,
memory,  a lertne ss,  and
behaviour,  which is  why
its  us e  i s  c lo s ely
monitored by healthcare
profe ss ionals.

He warned that  abusing
artane,  e special ly  when
mixed with alcohol  or
other  substance s,  can be
dangerous  and l i fe-
threatening.  The drug is
not  intended to  numb
fear,  induce euphoria,  or
enhance physical
endurance,  and using it
for  the s e  purpos e s  can
caus e s er ious  harm.

For this  reason,
pharmacists  p lay a  cr itical
role  in  educating patients
on correct  dosage,  

Health profe ss ionals
stre ss  that  any us e  of
artane outs ide  pre scr ibed
medical  guidance
constitute s  abus e and
undermine s  both patient
safety  and publ ic  health.

Angela Mtambo is  an
invest igat ive journalist  based in
Kasama and a former
MakanDay fel low. This  stor y
was edited and fact-checked by
MakanDay.

Crime, s i lence,  and
policing caps around
Levy Mwanawansa
Universi ty

“They came in  groups  and
were very organis ed,” one
student  to ld  MakanDay.
“They took our laptops
and phone s,  then forced
us  out  of  the  boarding
hous e to  an unf inished
bui lding nearby.  We
thought  they were going
to ki l l  us.”

Students  say attacks
consistent ly  happen
during the same time
window, between

Calls  for  help,
late  responses

“We cal led the pol ice  for
more than 30 minute s  and
no one came,” another
student  said.  “Pol ice  only
arrived after  the thieve s
had already e scaped and
f ired gunshots  into  the
air.”

MakanDay reque sted
incident  reports  and cas e
numbers  re lating to
reported attacks  in
Mtendere B and PHI
between August  and
November 2025.  By the
time of  publ ication,  pol ice
had not  provided the
records,  de spite  the
Inspector  General  of  Pol ice
directing the Lusaka
Divis ion Commanding
Off icer  to  act  on
MakanDay’s  reque st  in  a
letter  dated 1 December
2025.

On two occasions  when
MakanDay vis ited the
Commanding Off icer’s
of f ice,  the  of f icer  was
either  unavai lable  or  out  of
the of f ice,  according to  his
s ecretary.

“Bennie  Mwiinga pol ice
post  and Mtendere pol ice
station are  understaf fed,”
said  Mwila,  a
neighbourhood and youth
leader.  “Criminals  know
the pol ice  operating hours
and move when patrols
are  weake st.”
New detai ls  have emerged
about  the s evere
manpower shortage s  at
Mtendere Pol ice  Station,
reveal ing s igni f icant  gaps
in night-time law
enforcement.  A pol ice
source  disc los ed that
during night  shi f ts,  only
f ive  of f icers  are  on duty,
three ass igned to  re spond
to incidents,  whi le  two
remain behind to  guard
the station.
“We can’t  af ford to  leave
the station unattended,”
the of f icer  said,
explaining why re spons e
capacity  i s  often stretched
thin.  As  a  re sult,  routine
patrols  are  rare.  “We only
go to  a  place  unle ss
something is  happening,”
the source  admitted,
adding that  l imited
manpower make s
sustained patrols
imposs ible.
The shortage helps
explain the surge in  thefts
and attacks  reported by
re s idents,  particular ly
af fecting students  from
Levy Mwanawansa
Medical  Univers ity  l iv ing
in the Mtendere area.  

For  re s idents,  the
impl ications  are  c lear.
“It’s  no wonder thieve s
operate  freely,  they know
the pol ice  are
overstretched,” one
re s ident  said.  Students
say the s ituation has
created an atmosphere of
fear.  “We came here  to
study,  not  to  be
traumatis ed,” a  student
said,  que stioning whether
current  pol ice  re spons e s
are  enough to  keep the
community  safe.

“Bring transport”:
Policing by
vict ims?
Several  v ictims reported
being asked to  provide
transport  for  of f icers  to
vis it  cr ime scene s,  an
al legation that  rais e s
s er ious  que stions  about
operational  readine ss  and
publ ic  funding.

“We reported the cas e s,
but  nothing has
happened,” said  Mirr iam
Zulu,  a  medical  student
and victim.  “Pol ice  ask
for  transport  to  go  to  the
scene.  We don’t  s ee
patrols  at  night.”

Publ ic  budget  documents
show al locations  for
community  pol ic ing,
patrol  fuel,  and
operational  logistic s.
MakanDay asked pol ice
command to  explain how
the s e  funds  are  being
us ed in  Mtendere and
PHI.  No re spons e was
received.
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Medical  Students  Under Siege Cont...

Known escape routes,  no
intervention

Re sidents  point  to  a  thick
fore st  bordering a  gol f
c lub near  PHI as  a
regular  hideout  and
e scape route  for
attackers.

On 11 November 2025,
the Registrar  of  Levy
Mwanawansa Medical
Univers ity  posted on
school’s  socia l  media
platform, expre ss ing
concern over  the “recent
spate  of  armed attacks”
targeting students  l iv ing
in boarding hous e s
around PHI and
Mtendere.  

By MakanDay

“They jump over  the wal l
fence and disappear  into
the bush,” a  re s ident
said.  “It’s  the  perfect
e scape point.”

De spite  repeated
complaints,  the  area has
no l ighting,  fencing,  or
vis ib le  pol ice
survei l lance.  Que stions
remain over  who is
re sponsible  for  s ecuring
the space—the local
authority,  property
owners,  or  pol ice,  and
why no preventive
measure s  have been
implemented.

Universi ty
concern, but
l imited act ion

However,  the univers ity
did  not  indicate  whether
it  has  conducted a  formal
safety  audit  of  boarding
areas,  engaged pol ice
leadership  on patrol
fa i lure s,  or  provided
alternative  s ecure
accommodation for
af fected students.

Students  say the attacks
are  a lready af fecting their
studie s,  mental  health,
and s ens e  of  safety.

“We came here  to  study
medic ine,  not  to  l ive  in
fear,” one student  said.
“We now s leep in  groups
and avoid  late-night
study.”

Brenda Muzeya is  an intern at  MakanDay under the Free Press
Init iat ive’s  Journalism Graduate Internship Programme, which aims
to promote excel lence in journalism.

What the Sino-Metals  Waste Dam Spil l
Reveals  About  Mining Oversight  in  Zambia
A new Environmental  and Social  Incident  Impact  Assessment  shows that  while  r ivers  have part ly
recovered, soi l  contamination remains and weak enforcement continues to  put  communit ies  at
risk.

Although the immediate
environmental  emergency
fol lowing the tai l ings  dam
col laps e  at  Sino-Metals,
the Chine s e  government–
owned copper  mine in
Kalulushi,  has  eas ed,  a
new of f ic ia l  report  shows
that  the incident  expos ed
s erious  and long-standing
weakne ss e s  in  mining
overs ight  on the
Copperbelt.  

The ass e ssment  f inds  that
Zambia’s  environmental
laws were in  place,  but
weak enforcement,
monitoring,  and
preparedne ss  a l lowed the
disaster  to  occur.  Without
sustained c lean-up and
accountabi l ity,  the  report
conclude s,  s imi lar
incidents  remain l ikely.

The report  found that  at
least  158 people  were
direct ly  af fected by the
spi l l ,  many l iv ing within
areas  now class i f ied  as
environmental ly
dangerous.  While  some
compensation was paid,
the report  warns  that
recovery remains
incomplete  and uneven,
particular ly  for
communitie s  whos e
l ivel ihoods  depend on
farming.

What Happened
On 18 February 2025,  a
waste  storage dam
operated by Sino-Metals
col laps ed in  Kalulushi,
re leas ing acidic  mining
waste  into  the
surrounding environment.
The spi l l  f lowed into
Chambishi  Stream,
Mwambashi  River,  and
eventual ly  reached parts
of  the  Kafue River,
rais ing concerns  about
water  safety,  ecosystems,
and downstream
communitie s.

How Serious Was the
Spil l?
Laboratory te sts  found
the discharged waste  to  be
highly  acidic,  with
extremely  high levels  of
dissolved sol ids—
conditions  conf irmed by
the report  to  pos e  a
s igni f icant  environmental
hazard,  e special ly  in
areas  c lo s e st  to  the source
of  the  spi l l .

Impact  on Rivers
In the weeks  fo l lowing
the col laps e,  water
qual ity  in  Chambishi
Stream and Mwambashi
River  deter iorated
sharply,  

reaching levels  unsafe  for
human us e  and aquatic
l i fe.
About  e ight  months  later,
monitoring showed that
most  water  qual ity
indicators  had returned
clos e  to  levels  recorded
before  the spi l l .  However,
the report  note s  that
the s e  r ivers  were a lready
pol luted by multiple
mining operations,
meaning the dam fai lure
occurred in  an already
stre ss ed r iver  system
What About  the Kafue
River?
The ass e ssment  found no
evidence of  long-term
toxic  contamination in  the
Kafue River  that  could be
l inked sole ly  to  the Sino-
Metals  spi l l .  Instead,
downstream pol lution was
attr ibuted to  cumulative
impacts  from histor ical
and ongoing mining
activ ity,  highl ighting
broader  chal lenge s  in
r iver  basin  management.

Groundwater Concerns
Most  shal low wel ls  us ed
by nearby communitie s
were not  contaminated
through groundwater
movement from the
col laps ed dam.

However,  the  report
identi f ied  local is ed
groundwater  pol lution
near other  waste  storage
faci l itie s,  particular ly
TD6 and Werner’s  Dam,
where e levated sulphate s
and e lectr ical
conductiv ity  were
recorded—indicating that
groundwater  r isks  pers ist
beyond a  s ingle  s ite.

Soil  Contamination
Remains a Major
Concern

One of  the  report’s  most
s er ious  f indings  re late s  to
soi l  pol lution.  Te sts
detected copper  and
cobalt  concentrations
exceeding international
safety  guidel ine s  in
s everal  locations.

A heavi ly  contaminated
area measuring
approximately  5.35
square ki lometre s  pos e s
long-term r isks  to
farming,  ecosystems,  and
l ivel ihoods,  rais ing
concerns  about  land us e
and food safety  wel l  after
r iver  conditions  improved.

Ecological
Damage Has Not
Fully  Healed
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The ass e ssment  identi f ied
at  least  158 people  as
direct ly  af fected,  many of
whom remain vulnerable
to  displacement.  While
compensation was paid  for
crop lo ss e s,  the  report
found that  the s e  payments
encouraged some
re sidents  to  return to
contaminated areas,
compl icating c lean-up
efforts  and increasing
long-term r isk.

What the Sino-Metals  Waste Dam Spil l  Reveals  About  Mining Oversight  in  Zambia Cont....

Environmental  damage
remains  most  s evere  in
upper  Chambishi  Stream,
where e levated metal
levels  pers ist  in  s ediments
and vegetation.

Perhaps  most  damning is
the report’s  conclus ion
that  the disaster  occurred
de spite  adequate
environmental  laws.  The
core fa i lure,  it  f inds,  was
weak enforcement,
particular ly  in,  ta i l ings
storage fac i l ity
management,  routine
monitoring and
inspection,  and emergency
preparedne ss.

It  a lso  recommends the
re s ett lement  of  people
l iv ing in  pol lution control
zone s  and stronger
coordination among
regulators,  including the
Zambia Environmental
Management Agency,  the
Water  Re source s
Management Authority,
and the Mine s  Safety
Department.

The Mwambashi  River
shows partia l  recovery,
whi le  downstream
s ections  of  the  Kafue
River  were largely
protected by natural
f i ltration systems such as
the Lukanga Swamps.

Farms and Communit ies
Bore the Cost
Agricultural  land near  the
spi l l  suf fered crop
de struction,  stre ss,  and
contamination,  with the
report  warning that
farming should not
re sume normal ly  without
proper  soi l  remediation.
Crops  grown in  pol luted
soi ls  r isk  absorbing heavy
metals,  pos ing dangers  to
food safety.

Air Quali ty  Not  a
Last ing Problem

Air  monitoring detected
no long-term danger  from
acid mist  or  harmful
gas e s.  Odours  reported
immediately  after  the spi l l
were short- l ived and did
not  pers ist.

Governance
Failures
Exposed

The s e gaps,  say the
report,  a l lowed r isks  to  go
unaddre ss ed unti l  the  dam
col laps ed.

What the Report
Recommends

To prevent  s imi lar
disasters,  the  ass e ssment
cal ls  for  ful l
environmental
remediation funded under
the pol luter-pays
principle,  a longside  long-
term monitoring of  water,
soi l  and ecosystems.

The Bigger
Picture
The report  make s  c lear
that  the Sino-Metals  spi l l
was  not  just  an iso lated
accident,  but  a  warning.
Without  sustained
overs ight,  transparent
enforcement  and real
accountabi l ity,  mining-
related environmental
disasters  on the
Copperbelt  are  not  a
que stion of  i f,  but  when.
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Zambia recorded over
2,200 cas e s  of  human–
animal  conf l ict  in  the
s econd quarter  of  2025
alone,  according to
Tourism and Arts  Minister
Rodney Sikumba.  The
most  af fected regions
include Muchinga,
Eastern,  Southern,
We stern province s,  and
the Lower Zambezi,  with
incidents  involving
elephants,  buffa los,
hippos,  crocodi le s,  and
bush pigs.

Kil led by Wildl i fe,  Abandoned by the Law

Department  of  National
Parks  and Wildl i fe
provided one bag of
meal ie  meal,  some beans,
and a  buffa lo  for  funeral
r ite s.

Senior  Re sident  Medical
Off icer  Dr Gift  Zimba
says  the hospital  records
s erious  wi ldl i fe-related
injurie s  every month.

By Malacki  Ndlovu

In Chama distr ict  in
eastern Zambia,  l iv ing
alongside  wi ldl i fe  has
become a  matter  of  l i fe
and death.

“That  support  ended
there,” she said.  “I  was
left  with two chi ldren and
no source  of  income.”

“Some victims die  before
reaching the hospital ,”  he
said.  “Others  are  buried
immediately  without
postmortems.  The s e
deaths  are  never  captured
in of f ic ia l  statistic s.”

In Kal ikhu vi l lage,  a
young widow struggle s  to
explain how her  husband
never  returned from a
routine evening vis it  to
their  maize  f ie ld.  He had
gone to  check on the crop,
as  many farmers  do after
nightfal l ,  guarding
against  roaming animals.
He was later  carr ied home
dead.

“He went  to  check the
f ie ld  in  the evening and
never  came back,” she
says,  holding her  one-
year-old  chi ld.  “People
later  brought  him home
dead.  The e lephants  had
attacked him. The
Department  of  National
Parks  and Wildl i fe  d id
nothing,  not  even help
with the funeral .”

Her story i s  not  unique.

In Kapi l ingizya another
vi l lage  in  Chama, an
elderly  man was ki l led  by
a buffalo  whi le  harve sting
a tree  on his  farmland.
His  family  received no
compensation.  Instead,
the only  form of
ass istance came in  the
form of  buffa lo  meat
distr ibuted at  the  funeral .

“The way people  wait  for
game meat  after  someone
die s  i s  painful,” his
widow said.  “It  doe s  not
replace  a  l i fe.”

Across  Chama, such
deaths  have become part
of  a  wider  cr is is .  Wildl i fe
incurs ions  are  not  only
claiming l ive s  but  a lso
de stroying crops,
l ivel ihoods,  and food
s ecurity.  Famil ie s  l iv ing
near  wi ldl i fe  corr idors  are
increasingly  forced to
choos e  between protecting
their  f ie lds  and r isking
death,  often with no
compensation or
protection when tragedy
str ike s.

When a  person is  injured
or ki l led  by a  wi ld  animal
in  Zambia,  the law of fers
their  family  no
compensation,  no
structured support,  and
no c lear  pathway to
justice.  As  fatal  human–
animal  conf l icts  r is e
across  the country,
communitie s  l iv ing near
wildl i fe  zone s  are  le ft  to
absorb the cost  of
cons ervation with l itt le
protection from the state.

This  inve stigation f inds
that  de spite  government
acknowledgment of  a
national  cr is is ,  Zambia’s
legal  and institutional
framework has  fa i led to
protect  c itizens  l iv ing
alongside  wi ldl i fe,
particular ly  in  Game
Management Areas  such
as  Chama distr ict.

“This  i s  a  national
emergency,” Sikumba said
in a  pre ss  statement,
acknowledging the threat
pos ed to  communitie s
l iv ing near  wi ldl i fe
habitats.

But  whi le  the government
recognis e s  the scale  of  the
cris is ,  famil ie s  of  thos e
ki l led  by wi ldl i fe  remain
without  compensation or
sustained support.  A
review of  the  Zambia
Wildl i fe  Act  No.  14 of
2015 shows that  the law
is  s i lent  on compensation
for  injury or  death caus ed
by wi ld  animals.

The Wildl i fe  Act  governs
cons ervation,  wi ldl i fe
ownership,  and the
management of  Game
Management Areas.
However,  it  doe s  not
provide for  f inancial
compensation when a
person is  injured or  ki l led
by wi ldl i fe.

Section 76 of  the  Act
al lows compensation only
in l imited and symbol ic
terms.  When a  wi ld
animal  i s  k i l led  whi le  a
person is  defending
property,  the  law permits
the af fected individual  to
be granted ownership of
the carcass  or  meat.

Beyond this,  the
legis lation make s  no
provis ion for  funeral
ass istance,  medical
expens e s,  or
compensation for  lo ss  of
income.  It  a lso  of fers  no
structured support  for
widows,  chi ldren,  or
other  dependants  le f t
behind when a
breadwinner i s  injured or
ki l led,  leaving famil ie s  to
absorb the ful l  socia l  and
economic  impact  of  the
loss.

As  a  re sult,  famil ie s  who
los e  breadwinners  to
wildl i fe  attacks  are  le ft  to
fend for  thems elve s.

In Chama distr ict,  where
communitie s  farm and
s ett le  near  wi ldl i fe
corr idors,  the
cons equence s  are  deadly.

In Chankhalanga vi l lage
of  Chief  Kambombo,
Rhosa Goma lost  her
husband after  he  was
attacked by wi ldl i fe  whi le
cutting timber to  bui ld  a
shelter.  After  his  death,
of f ic ia ls  from the

Beyond fatal itie s,  wi ldl i fe
incurs ions  are  de stroying
l ivel ihoods  and food
s ecurity.

On the outskirts  of  Chama
town, farmer Jame s
Kumwenda surveys  his
ruined maize  f ie ld.

“The e lephants  came at
night  and ate
everything,” he says.  “Al l
the food we depended on
is  gone.”

Across  the distr ict,
farmers  report  entire
f ie lds  f lattened overnight,
food store s  de stroyed,  and
home s damaged.  To
protect  crops,  v i l lagers
l ight  f ire s,  beat  drums,
and take turns  guarding
f ie lds,  often s leeping in
fore sts  for  weeks  at  a
time.

Many of  thos e  ki l led  were
attacked whi le  guarding
f ie lds  at  night.  Some
farmers  have stopped
planting a ltogether,
saying it  i s  “a waste  of
s eed”.

At  Chama Distr ict
Hospital ,  medical  staf f
say the of f ic ia l  f igure s
understate  the scale  of
the cr is is  becaus e not  a l l
cas e s  are  reported at  the
hospital .

Without  accurate  data,
pol icy  planning and
prevention remain weak.

Where is  DNPW?
A vis it  to  the Department
of  National  Parks  of f ice s
in  Chama found the
premis e s  de s erted.

“They are  a l l  in  the
f ie ld,” a  local  source  said.

Yet  community  members
and local  leaders  say the
department’s  re spons e to
human–animal  conf l ict  i s
often delayed,
inconsistent,  or  entire ly
abs ent.  No publ ic ly
avai lable  data shows how
many of f icers  are
deployed in  the distr ict,
how many incidents  they
re spond to,  or  how
mitigation funds  are
al located.

Authoritie s  b lame
environmental  stre ss,
c l imate  change,  and
human activ ity  for  r is ing
conf l ict.  On the ground,
communitie s  point  to
deeper  fa i lure s:  poorly
planned s ett lements,
unprotected migration
corridors,  and
cons ervation succe ss  that
has  not  been matched
with safeguards  for
people.
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As water  source s  shrink,
both wi ldl i fe  and
communitie s  converge on
the Luangwa River,  often
at  night,  when fatal
encounters  are  most  l ikely.
Entire  maize  f ie lds  are
de stroyed overnight.  Some
farmers  have stopped
planting a ltogether,  cal l ing
it  “a waste  of  s eed”.

Kil led by Wildl i fe,  Abandoned by the Law Cont....

Off ic ia ls  say plans  exist  to
instal l  so lar-powered
electr ic  fencing and to  us e
Constituency Development
Funds for  mitigation.  But
timel ine s  remain unclear,
and most  high-r isk  areas
are  sti l l  unfenced.

Zambia’s  wi ldl i fe  i s  a
national  ass et  and a  pi l lar
of  tourism. But  in  distr icts
l ike  Chama, its  costs  are
borne entire ly  by the
poore st  communitie s.
Without  compensation,
enforcement,  and
preventive  infrastructure,
cons ervation remains
dangerously  unbalanced.

“We accept
conservation, but  not
death”

Traditional  leaders  in
Chama say coexistence with
wildl i fe  has  become
unsustainable.

“Chama is  a  Game
Management  Area.  We
know animals  br ing
tourism money,” said
Senior  Headman Lameck
Mphande of  Mundalanga
vi l lage.  “But people  are
dying.  Let  wi ldl i fe  be  kept
in  protected zone s.
Communitie s  cannot  l ive
l ike  this .”

Re sponsibi l ity  i s
fragmented across
institutions,  wi ldl i fe
authoritie s,  central
government,  parl iament,
and local  counci ls .  In
Chama, that  fragmentation
has  meant  warnings
without  action,  and deaths
without  accountabi l ity.

Zambia Is  Losing Mil l ions as  State  Assets  Abroad Fall  into
Disrepair
Why is  the government al lowing mil l ions of  kwachas in  overseas assets  to  decay while  domestic  services
face funding shortages,  and who is  responsible?

By Gibson Zulu.
While  Zambia struggle s  to
fund schools,  hospitals  and
publ ic  infrastructure  at
home,  government-owned
propertie s  abroad,  some
worth mil l ions  of  dol lars,
are  quiet ly  crumbling due
to neglect,  weak overs ight
and administrative
fai lure s.

A MakanDay review of  the
2025 Auditor  General’s
Report,  supported by
interviews with former
diplomats,  reveals
wide spread deter ioration of
Zambia’s  foreign miss ion
propertie s  across  Afr ica.
Many have been declared
unsafe,  structural ly
compromis ed,  or  in  urgent
need of  rehabi l itation.

The audit  f indings  sugge st
Zambia is  s itting  on
deteriorating overs eas
ass ets  worth mi l l ions  of
dol lars,  with no c lear  plan
to protect,  rehabi l itate  or
replace  them.

“The maintenance
al location was usual ly
inadequate,” a  former
Zambian envoy told
MakanDay in  an interview.
“At one point,  I  had to
surrender  rental  income
from a property  in  Lisbon
just  to  maintain the
chancery in  Germany.”

Legal  obl igat ions ignored
The decay pers ists  de spite
c lear  legal  obl igations.
Section 108(i) of  the
Foreign Service  Rule s
(2022) require s  housing
committee s  at  foreign
miss ions  to  maintain
government propertie s  and
submit  regular  inspection
reports.

Morgan Sitwala,  Member
of  Parl iament  for  Kaoma
Constituency in  We stern
Province and a  member of
the parl iamentary
committee  on national
s ecurity  and foreign

affairs,  conf irmed the
existence of  the  committee
overs eeing such matters.
He said  it  operate s  under
the overs ight  of  the
Ministry  of  Foreign Affairs
and International
Cooperation,  with
technical  support  from the
Ministry  of  Infrastructure,
Housing and Urban
Development.

In a  phone interview with
MakanDay,  Sitwala
acknowledged the
chal lenge s  fac ing Zambia’s
foreign miss ions  abroad.
He said  that  whi le  the
issue s  are  complex and
cannot  be  re solved al l  at
once,  there  are  “notable
ef forts  being made” to
addre ss  them. He disc los ed
that  renovation works  are
current ly  underway at
Zambia’s  embass ie s  in
Namibia  and Zimbabwe.

Beyond di lapidated
propertie s,  inadequate
funding and transport
constraints,  the
committee’s  2022
parl iamentary report,
chaired by Sitwala,
highl ighted additional
chal lenge s  fac ing foreign
miss ions.  The s e  include the
abs ence of  a  profe ss ional
cadre of  staf f,  inadequate
staf f ing  levels,  and
dif f icultie s  in  the
procurement  of  goods  and
s ervice s,  many of  which
remain unre solved.

Earl ier  reports  paint  a
s imi lar  picture.  In  2013,
the committee  f lagged
pers istent  problems
affecting foreign miss ions
abroad,  including
deteriorating
infrastructure  and a  lack of
adequate  and timely
funding.

De spite  repeated
recommendations  by
succe ss ive  parl iamentary
committee s,  and

acknowledgements  by the
executive,  the  reports  show
that  l itt le  action has  been
taken to  addre ss  the  long-
standing management  and
operational  chal lenge s
facing Zambia’s  foreign
miss ions.
A pattern of  neglect
across  the continent
The Auditor  General’s
f indings  reveal  consistent
decay across  multip le
countrie s.

In the Democratic  Republ ic
of  Congo,  the Consul
General’s  re s idence in
Lubumbashi  was found
with a  cracked perimeter
fence,  a  leaking roof,  and a
generator  hous ed in  an
uns ecured structure.  Other
government hous e s  in  the
city  had damaged cei l ings
and bathrooms with peel ing
ti le s.  In  Kinshasa,  cracks
were obs erved in  the

ambassador’s  re s idence,
whi le  the  chancery is  now
surrounded by shops,
posing s er ious  s ecurity
r isks.

In Kenya,  a  vacant  double-
storey government property
on Ngong Road in  Nairobi
had a  col laps ed wal l  fence,
temporari ly  replaced with
iron sheets.  The bui lding
also  showed roof  leakage s
and damaged bathrooms,
even as  it  sat  unus ed.

In Tanzania,  the  High
Commiss ioner’s  s ix-
bedroom re s idence in  Dar
e s  Salaam had multip le
leaking toi lets.  A s eparate
four-storey government
bui lding in  the c ity’s
central  busine ss  d istr ict
had an entire  f loor  ly ing
vacant,  whi le  parts  of  the
ground f loor  and annex
were rented out  to  pr ivate
institutions,  rais ing
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que stions  about  ass et
uti l i sation and revenue
management.

Zambia Is  Losing Mil l ions as  State  Assets  Abroad Fall  into  Disrepair  Cont...

He added that  whi le
funding come s from the
Ministry  of  Foreign Affairs,
ass e ssments  are  conducted
joint ly  with the Ministry  of
Infrastructure  and embassy
staf f,  rais ing further
que stions  about  why
repeated warning s igns
have gone unaddre ss ed.

In Malawi,  the  of f ic ia l
re s idence of  the  High
Commiss ioner  in  Li longwe
remains  vacant  and
damaged.  The Auditor
General  de scr ibed broken
cei l ings  in  the
ambassador’s  of f ice  and
s ervant  quarters  as
“di lapidated”.

According to  the former
envoy,  the government now
face s  a  c lear  choice.

The 2023 report  of  the
parl iamentary committee
on defence and foreign
affairs  made a  s imi lar
recommendation.

Similar  concerns  were
documented in  Namibia,
Zimbabwe,  Ethiopia,
Botswana and
Mozambique,  painting a
picture  not  of  i so lated
laps e s,  but  of  systemic
fai lure.

Assets  decaying,  r isks
mounting
Beyond vis ib le  damage,  the
neglect  has  re sulted in
mounting f inancial  lo ss e s
as  valuable  state  ass ets
deter iorate  without  c lear
rehabi l itation or  disposal
plans.  I t  has  a lso
heightened s ecurity  r isks
from poorly  s ecured or
encroached propertie s,
whi le  undermining
Zambia’s  d iplomatic  image
abroad.

“Most  of  Zambia’s
chancerie s  were purchas ed
in the late  1960s,” the
former envoy explained.
“They are  now too old  and
too expensive  to  maintain,
yet  there  i s  no decis ive
pol icy  re spons e.”

A quest ion of
accountabil i ty

The Ministry  of  Foreign
Affairs  and International
Cooperation is  re sponsible
for  the management  of  a l l
foreign miss ions  abroad.
However,  de spite  multip le
reque sts  for  comment,  the
ministry  did  not  re spond to
MakanDay.

Efforts  to  obtain comment
from the ministry’s
Permanent  Secretary,
Margaret  Miyoba,  after
referral  by  Minister
Mulambo Haimbe,  were
unsucce ssful  by  the time of
publ ication.

The s i lence leave s  cr itical
que stions  unanswered:

 Who is  re sponsible  for
enforcing compl iance with
the Foreign Service  Rule s?
 Why are  inspection
reports  not  tr iggering
remedial  action?
 And how much publ ic
money has  a lready been
lost  through prolonged
neglect.

Sell,  rebuild—or keep
losing mil l ions

“The government should
s el l  the s e  o ld  propertie s
and buy new one s,  whi le
ensuring that  adequate
funding is  a l located,” he
said.

Coal  Mine Displacement Leaves Sinazongwe Famil ies
Poorer and Unheard
Famil ies  displaced for  a  coal  mine say development lef t  them poorer,  s icker,  and unheard.

By Mukwima Chilala

In the hi l l s  of  Sinazongwe’s
Mweemba vi l lage  in
southern Zambia,  where
dust  from coal  trucks
s ett le s  on cracked mud
hous e s,  more than 50
famil ie s  say development
has  cost  them their  home s,
their  land,  and their
dignity.

Re sidents  say they were
pushed of f  their  ance stral
land to  make way for  a  coal
mine operated by Afr ican
Power Coal  Limited,  a
project  they were to ld
would bring modern
housing,  ferti le  farmland,
and prosperity.  Two years
later,  many are  l iv ing in
col lapsing structure s,
walking long distance s  for
water,  and batt l ing  dust-
related i l lne ss e s.

What was pre s ented as
development,  they say,  has
instead become a  stark
example  of  broken
promis e s,  environmental
neglect,  and weak
protection for  displaced
communitie s.

Promises  that  never came

Interviews with re s idents
across  Mweemba chiefdom
reveal  a  consistent  story of
unmet commitments.

“We were to ld  they would
bui ld  us  decent  hous e s,”
said  72-year-old  Agne ss
Hamoonga.  “Instead,  we
are l iv ing in  make shi ft
shelters.  This  i s  the  s econd
time we’ve been removed,
f irst  for  the  Kariba dam in
the 1950s,  now for  coal .”

Famil ie s  say they were
relocated before  hous e s  or
basic  infrastructure  were
completed.  Many ended up
on borrowed land or
squeezed into  smal l
structure s  prone to
col laps e.  The land
al located for  re s ett lement,
they say,  i s  le ss  ferti le,  and
de stroying hous ehold food
production.  Chi ldren walk
long distance s  to  school,
whi le  water  source s  that
once sustained the
community  have e ither
dried up or  become unsafe.

A t imeline of  fai lure

A review of  events  shows
that  displacement  moved
faster  than safeguards.

• 2022:  Afr ican Power
Coal  Mine begins
negotiations  with vi l lage
leaders.
• 2022–2023:  Famil ie s
told  to  vacate  land;
promis e s  of  hous e s  and
ferti le  land.
• Apri l  2023:  Relocation
begins  before  housing is
completed.
• 2023–2024:  Complaints
mount  over  housing,  water,
and farmland.
• 2025:  Off ic ia ls  deny
receiving complaints;
re s idents  say reports  were
ignored.

Re sidents  say once they
were moved,  their  concerns
were le ft  unre solved.

Living with the
consequences

“The mine has  made l i fe
wors e  for  us,” said  Sinki la
Siamachoka,  a  father  of

s ix.  “We lost  our  farmland,
and the hous e s  bui lt  here
can col laps e  at  any time.”

Mothers  walk up to  f ive
ki lometre s  dai ly  in  s earch
of  dr inking water.  Elderly
re s idents  say dai ly  l i fe  has
become harder  than before
displacement,  compounding
historical  trauma dating
back to  earl ier
re s ett lements  l inked to  the
Kariba dam.

“This  i s  h istory repeating
its e l f,”  said  El ias
Mweemba.  “Our parents
suffered.  Now it’s  us.”

Rivers  turn brown
In neighbouring Mulungwa
vi l lage,  just  metre s  from
the mine,  re s idents  say
their  once-c lear  r iver,  a
tr ibutary l inked to  the
Zambezi  and Lake Kariba,
has  turned brown from
mine runoff.

Live stock have fa l len s ick,
chi ldren suf fer  pers istent
coughs,  and farmers  report
decl ining crop yie lds  due to
coal  dust  s ett l ing  on f ie lds.  



Taken together,  the  records
rais e  s er ious  que stions
about  whether  the company
had the f inancial  capacity
to  del iver  promis ed
housing,  land,
re s ett lement,  and
environmental  protection,
and whether  regulators
adequately  scrutinis ed the
project  before  displacement
occurred.

However,  f ie ld  v is its  by
this  journal ist  show
incomplete  and
deteriorating structure s,
make shi ft  shelters  bui lt
from sticks  and mud,  and
famil ie s  without  farmland
or re l iable  acce ss  to  c lean
water.

“ZEMA (Zambia
Environmental
Management  Agency)
should be  protecting people
l ike  the s e  in  Sinazongwe,”
he said.  “This  i s  why
Zambia urgently  needs  a
Re s ett lement  Act.”
Re sidents  say no
environmental  audits  have
been shared with them.
A legal  gap that  leaves
communit ies  exposed
Zambia’s  National
Re s ett lement  Pol icy,
relaunched in  2024,
focus e s  largely  on f lood
and disaster  displacement,
leaving communitie s
displaced by mining and
other  developments
without  binding
protections.
“The laws protect  mining
companie s  more than
communitie s,” said  Patr ick
Musole  of  the  Zambia Land
Al l iance.  His  organisation
and other  c iv i l  soc iety
groups  are  now cal l ing  for
a comprehensive
Re s ett lement  Act  that
would mandate
compensation standards,
l ivel ihood re storation
plans,  independent
monitoring,  and penaltie s
for  non-compliance.

The low share capital
sugge sts  the  project  was
structured around minimal
shareholder  r isk  and heavy
dependence on borrowed
money.
Operations  are  largely
f inanced through loans  and
mortgage s,  meaning
lenders,  not  communitie s,
are  pr ior iti s ed in  any
f inancial  cr is is .
Ownership and control

PACRA records  show that
ef fective  control  of  the
company re sts  with foreign
shareholder  Huang Jibo
and Zhong yun Weng,  a
Zambian national  of
Chine s e  or ig in,  who
together  hold  the majority
of  the  company’s  share s.  In
contrast,  Zambian
shareholders  Davie s
Simbaya and Jonathan
Kondowe Kays  hold
s igni f icant ly  smal ler
stake s,  l imiting local
inf luence over  key
decis ions.  Analysts  say
such a  structure  rais e s
que stions  about
accountabi l ity  and
f inancial  capacity.

Polit ical  proximity and
company claims

One of  the  shareholders,
Kays,  attracted publ ic
attention in  2022 after
purchasing Pre s ident
Hakainde Hichi lema’s  red
jacket,  worn during his
127-day detention on
treason charge s  in  2017,  at
a  fundrais ing auction for
K2.5 mil l ion.  The purchas e
was widely  shared on socia l
media.

Kays  denied al legations  of
neglect  rais ed by re s idents,
saying the mine has
engaged in  corporate  socia l
re sponsibi l ity,  including
bui lding hous e s  for
displaced famil ie s.

Asked whether  the mine
was under  inve stigation,
Minister  of  Green Economy
Mike Mposha said
government had received
no of f ic ia l  complaints
contradicting re s idents’
accounts.  He said
monitoring had been
intensi f ied  but  provided no
evidence of  inspections
speci f ic  to  Afr ican Power
Coal  Mine.

ZEMA reque sted additional
time to  comment,  saying it
would issue a  re spons e
later.  By the time of
publ ication,  no re spons e
had been received.

A national  pattern
The Sinazongwe cas e
mirrors  broader
displacement  chal lenge s
across  Zambia,  where
mining and energ y projects
often advance faster  than
safeguards  for  af fected
communitie s.
Experts  warn that  with
new mineral  d iscoverie s
emerging,  displacement
scandals  are  l ikely  to  grow
unle ss  enforcement
improve s.
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A video recorded during
this  inve stigation shows
thick brown water  f lowing
downstream, though no
independent  chemical
analys is  has  been publ ic ly
releas ed.

Coal  Mine Displacement Leaves Sinazongwe Famil ies  Poorer and Unheard Cont...

Corporate  records  from the
Patents  and Companie s
Registration Agency
(PACRA) show that
Afr ican Power Coal  Limited
was incorporated in  2016
with a  nominal  share
capital  of  just  K20,000,
de spite  undertaking a
large-scale  mining
operation that  has
displaced more than 50
famil ie s.

Environmental  activ ist
Freeman Mubanga said
communitie s  fee l
abandoned.  

mortgage s  registered in
Apri l  2024,  a longside
earl ier  unpaid loans  from
Zambia National
Commercial  Bank.

Without  such a  law,
displaced communitie s  have
l imited recours e  when
promis e s  are  broken.

Thin capital,
high impact

Mounting
debt
The f i l ings  reveal  deep
f inancial  strain,  including
multiple  unpaid mortgage s
running into  hundreds  of
mil l ions  of  dol lars.  The s e
include at  least  four
s eparate  USD 46 mil l ion

Off icial  s i lence
Local  counci l  of f ic ia ls
decl ined to  comment,
shi f ting  re sponsibi l ity  to
Lusaka.

“We are  not  against
development,” said  local
re s ident  Agne ss  Hamoonga.
“But development  should
not  de stroy our  l ive s.  Al l
we want  i s  fa irne ss  and
dignity.”

Mukwima Chi la la  i s  a
fe l low under  the Wildl i fe
Crime Prevention (WCP)
environmental  fe l lowship
for  journal ists .
The MakanDay Centre  for
Inve stigative  Journal ism,
in partnership  with
Wildl i fe  Crime Prevention
(WCP), supported the
reporting of  this  story.

Relief  at  Last  for  Mtendere B—But Wil l  I t  Last?
The prolonged s ewer
blockage in  Mtendere B has
f inal ly  been re solved by the
Lusaka Water  and
Sewerage Company
(LWSC) fol lowing an
earl ier  report  by
MakanDay.

The blockage,  which
pers isted for  c lo s e  to  a
month,  had pos ed s er ious
publ ic  health r isks,  with
raw s ewage overf lowing
into yards  and onto roads.
Re sidents  say such
incidents  are  recurring in
the area due to  poor
drainage and s ewer l ine s
running beneath damaged
community  roads,  which
easi ly  col laps e  during
heavy rains.

One re s ident,  Catherine
Mainza,  welcomed the
intervention but  expre ss ed
concern that  the problem
could return as  the  rainy

s eason intensi f ie s,  noting
that  sand is  often washed
into s ewer manhole s
becaus e of  the  lack of
proper  drainage.

While  re s idents  have
thanked Lusaka Water  and
Sewerage Company for
addre ss ing the i ssue,  they
have urged the uti l ity  to
re spond more swift ly  to
future  emergencie s  to
prevent  s imi lar  health
risks.

This  development  fo l lows
MakanDay’s  earl ier  report
highl ighting the s ewage
overf low in  Mtendere B,
which drew publ ic
attention and cal ls  for
urgent  action.  For  now, the
community  says  it  i s
re l ieved.

https://web.facebook.com/share/v/1DWi9z3QLn/
https://web.facebook.com/share/v/1DWi9z3QLn/


10

By Brenda Muzeya

Where i t  s tarted from

Re sidents  of  Mtendere B
township in  Lusaka are
facing a  pers istent  s ewer
blockage cr is is  that
continue s  to  spi l l  raw
s ewage into  re s identia l
yards,  pos ing s er ious
publ ic  health and
environmental  r isks.
De spite  repeated
complaints,  re s idents  say
no lasting solution has
been provided.

Lusaka Water  and
Sewerage Company denied
receiving the speci f ic
complaint  from Mtendere
B, sugge sting it  may not
have been reported through
the correct  channels.  

The uti l ity  attr ibuted the
blockage s  to  indiscr iminate
waste  disposal,  theft  of
manhole  covers,  and i l legal
construction on s ewer
l ine s,  and said  it  i s
conducting sanitation
s ensitisation and routine
s ewer-c leaning
programme s.

Living Next  to  Raw Sewage:  The Cris is  in  Mtendere B
The s ewer system s erving
Mtendere B and
surrounding areas  was
constructed under  the
US$355.5 mil l ion
Mil lennium Chal lenge
water  supply  and sanitation
project  (Contract  Package
3),  which covered works  in
Mtendere We st  and East.
However,  recurring
fai lure s  across  Mtendere B
and Mtendere East  have

rais ed que stions  about  the
durabi l ity,  maintenance,
and overs ight  of  this
publ ic ly  funded
infrastructure.

Comment

OPINION: Kikonge’s  Lesson -  Army Action May Stop
the I l legal i t ies,  but  Reform Must  Fol low
The government appears
s et  to  deploy the Zambia
Army to  confront  i l legal
gold  mining at  Kikonge in
Mufumbwe distr ict,  North-
We stern Province.  The
move was announced by
Army Commander
Lieutenant  General
Geoffrey Choongo Zyeele,
who warned i l legal  miners
to  vacate  the area by next
week or  face  mi l itary
action aimed at  d ismantl ing
armed gangs  that  have
taken over  the goldf ie lds.

The warning come s months
after  MakanDay,  working
with journal ists  from
Kas empa and Mufumbwe,
inve stigated the dark s ide
of  the  gold  rush in  the
distr ict  and uncovered a
deepening breakdown of
law and order.  The
inve stigation carr ied out  in
September last  year  found
that  Kikonge gold  mine,
located in  Chiefs  Kas empa
and Kizela’s  chiefdoms,
had been overrun by armed
gangs,  rampant  i l legal
mining,  and wide spread
violence.

Chief  Kizela’s
spoke sperson,  Labson
Samola Kayombo,  to ld
MakanDay that  pol ice
deployed to  the area had
fai led to  re store  order  and
al leged that  some of f icers
were prof iting  from the
chaos.

“They are  involved becaus e
they charge people  to
acce ss  the  mine,” he
claimed,  openly  cal l ing
instead for  the deployment
of  so ldiers.  When pre ss ed
for  evidence,  Kayombo
chal lenged MakanDay to
vis it  Kikonge and speak
direct ly  to  re s idents,  many
of  whom, he said,  had
repeatedly  reported the
s ituation to  traditional
authoritie s.

Thos e a l legations  marked a
cr itical  turning point  in
understanding the cr is is .
What i s  unfolding at
Kikonge is  not  s imply  a
story of  i l legal  mining or
cr iminal  gangs,  it  i s  a  cas e
study in  state  fa i lure.

It  shows how weak
governance,  under-
re sourced pol ic ing,  and
rushed re source
exploitation can turn a
mineral  d iscovery into  a
national  s ecurity  threat.

The gold  rush in  Kikonge
was never  going to  be
orderly.  Tens  of  thousands
of  people  f looded into  an
informal  mining s ite  on
customary land with no
l icence holder,  no
infrastructure,  and no
s ecurity  plan.  Instead of
prosperity,  the  re sult  was
violence,  armed gangs,
deaths,  and a  col laps e  of
law and order.  When the
state  fa i led to  organis e
entry,  regulation,  and
protection,  cr iminal  actors
f i l led  the vacuum.

This  outcome is  not
accidental .  Zambia
continue s  to  encounter
mineral  d iscoverie s  without
the institutional  readine ss
to  manage them.
Regulation fo l lows chaos
instead of  preceding it.
Kikonge shows what
happens  when the state
arrive s  late  to  its  own
re source s.

Pol ic ing,  which should
have been the f irst  l ine  of
re spons e,  col laps ed under
the strain.  

De spite  the deployment  of
hundreds  of  pol ice  of f icers,
vio lence pers isted and
publ ic  trust  steadi ly
evaporated.  Communitie s
and traditional  leaders
accus ed some of f icers  of
accepting bribe s  to  a l low
il legal  acce ss  to  the mine,
whi le  of f icers  on the
ground struggled with
s evere  shortage s  of
transport,  food,  water,  and
basic  logistical  support.  In
the s e  conditions,
enforcement  became
inconsistent,  corruption
f lourished,  and pol ice
legitimacy col laps ed.

This  breakdown has  s ince
been acknowledged at  the
highe st  level  of  the  pol ice
command.  In the late st
edition of  the  pol ice  news
magazine,  

Inspector  General  of  Pol ice
Graphael  Musamba
concede s  that  i l legal
mining in  areas  such as
Mufumbwe has  become a
s erious  national  concern,
fuel l ing  v io lence,
environmental  de struction,
and publ ic  d isorder.  

He says  pol ice,  working
with other  s ecurity
agencie s,  are  now
implementing measure s
aimed at  preventing a
recurrence of  the  chaos,  an
admiss ion that  the earl ier
re spons e was overwhelmed.

Once pol ic ing lo s e s
credibi l ity,  order  cannot  be
re stored by numbers  a lone.
This  i s  why Kikonge
became ef fectively
ungovernable.  Armed gangs
openly  threatened pol ice,
control led terr itory,  and
dictated acce ss  to  the mine.
The state’s  monopoly  on
force,  one of  its  most
fundamental  functions,  was
ef fectively  suspended.

It  i s  in  this  context  that
cal ls  for  mi l itary
involvement  must  be
understood.  Army
deployment  in  a  c iv i l ian
s etting should never  be
celebrated or  normal is ed.
But  neither  should it  be
dismiss ed outr ight  when
pol ic ing has  demonstrably
fai led.

A l imited,  c learly  mandated
mil itary  intervention can
s erve as  a  nece ssary re s et:
disrupting entrenched
criminal  gangs,  stabi l i s ing
the area so  c iv i l ian

institutions  can function
again,  and s ignal l ing  that
the state  has  rec la imed
authority  after  months  of
fragmentation and fear.
This  i s  not  an argument for
mil itar is ing re source
governance.  I t  i s  an
argument for  recognis ing
that  in  moments  of  extreme
institutional  breakdown,
temporary mi l itary
stabi l i sation,  under
civi l ian overs ight,  with
clear  timel ine s  and re spect
for  human r ights,  may be
unavoidable.

The real  te st,  however,  l ie s
in  what  come s after  the
soldiers.

I f  Kikonge is  merely
paci f ied  and then
abandoned to  the same
structural  weakne ss e s,  the
violence wi l l  return.
Sustainable  peace require s
properly  re sourced
pol ic ing,  s er ious  reform of
mining governance,  and the
meaningful  inclus ion of
traditional  leaders  in
decis ion-making.

Kikonge of fers  a  hard
le sson:  natural  re source s
do not  automatical ly  br ing
development.  Without
strong institutions,  they
magnify  inequal ity,
violence,  and state
weakne ss.  Army
deployment  may stop the
immediate  bleeding,  but
only  governance reform can
prevent  the next  cr is is .
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Music and the making of  Zambia

Few people  would doubt
that  Kenneth Kaunda
spearheaded the national ist
struggle  out  of  which
Zambia was born in  1964.
According to  popular
discours e,  Dr Kaunda
succeeded in  undermining
colonial  hegemony through
a peaceful  but  spir ited
national ist  campaign
through which he mobi l i s ed
mass  support  against
imperial  hegemony in
colonial  Zambia,
undermined the Federation
of  Rhode sia  and Nyasaland
in the 1950s,  and
ultimately  s ecured
independence from
reluctant  colonial  masters
in  the 1960s.  In  this
discours e,  Dr Kaunda
waged the war for  pol itical
l iberty  on the
constitutional  terrain.

This  week in the Bullet in & Record Magazine

on a  career  of  instrumental
music.  When he became a
teacher  at  Lubwa in  later
years,  Dr Kaunda bought
his  own guitar.

How Zambia’s  f irst  president  Kenneth Kaunda used music  to  bui ld the newly independent  nation

stammering and shyne ss
when he addre ss ed
audience s.When he was
unable  to  expre ss  his
thoughts  c learly  in  words
to  the audience,  he
reportedly  broke into  a
song that  re-energis ed the
young national ist.  Often,
the audience found its e l f
s inging a long with him.

Like most  other
national ists  e ls ewhere in
colonial  southern Afr ica,
Dr Kaunda transformed
music  into  an ef fective
instrument  for  pol itical
mobi l i sation.  As  the
fol lowing song sugge sts,
his  hymns s erved various
pol itical  functions.  They
not  only  reminded his
l i steners  of  the  past  wrongs
Europeans had inf l icted
upon them but  a lso  urged
them to  jo in  UNIP, to
brace thems elve s  for  the
di f f icult  struggle  that  lay
ahead and to  re lent le ss ly
combat  colonial ism unti l
the  day of  l iberty  dawned:

identity  of  the  ance stors
but  referred to  them as
Abeneba Zambia (the
owners  of  Zambia).  Such
songs  thus  str ipped the
ance stors  of  their  narrow
ethnic  identitie s  and,  at
the same time,  conferred
upon them a much wider
national ist  identity.  In  this
way,  Dr Kaunda ef fectively
employed the l iv ing dead to
mobi l i s e  fo l lowers
irre spective  of  their  ethnic,
l inguistic  or  histor ical
backgrounds.  This  in  turn
sol id i f ied  his  party’s  inter-
ethnic  sol idarity  and
cohe sion.

By Walima T. Kalusa

Convincing as  this
perspective  may be,  it
obscure s  the ful l  range of
the strategie s  that  the
national ist  and other
leaders  in  the Afr ican
National  Congre ss  (ANC),
and later  in  the United
National  Independence
Party  (UNIP),  deployed to
conte st  colonial  rule  and,
after  1964,  to  imagine and
to construct  the  sovereign
state  of  Zambia.  As  Dr
Kaunda hims el f  admits  in
his  Letters  to  My Chi ldren,
one of  the  strategie s  he
re sorted to  in  the f ight
against  colonial  misrule
and to  mobi l i s e  national ist
support  was s inging
pol itical  songs,  a  topic  that
largely  sti l l  awaits  its
histor ian.

Dr Kaunda was born in
1924 into  a  Christian
family  at  Lubwa, Chinsal i ,
where his  father  David
Kaunda was an evangel ist
under  the Scottish
Miss ionary Society.
Apparently  Kenneth’s
father  was a  f ine
clerg yman with,  more
importantly,  an abiding
love for  music.  He
unfai l ingly  sang Christian
hymns with his  family
before  the itinerant
preacher  le ft  home to
spread the Gospel  in
surrounding vi l lage s.
There,  as  at  home,  the
father  of  Zambia’s  future
pre s ident  sang hymns as  a
tool  of  pros elytisation.  It
was from his  father  that  his
son inherited a  l i fe long
pass ion for  music.

Dr Kaunda’s  love for  music
blossomed at  the  age of
nine after  his  brother
purchas ed an “autoharp”
from a fr iend who also
taught  the latter  to  play it.
In  his  own words,  Dr
Kaunda persuaded his
brother  to  a lso  teach him
to play the instrument,
which had three bars  of
music  and twenty-one
str ings.  Henceforth,  the
young music ian embarked

Dr Kaunda soon became an
accomplished music ian.  At
f irst  he  played on his
instruments  We stern songs
imported from the
Copperbelt  to  entertain his
fr iends.  But  he a lso  began
to compos e and play his
own songs,  much to  the
del ight  of  his  fr iends  who
reportedly  took pleasure in
and contentedly  danced to
the young music ian’s
music.  Indeed,  there  are
sti l l  people  in  Chinsal i
today who recal l  that  Dr
Kaunda regularly
performed at  weddings  in
the distr ict  before  he was
swept  of f  h is  feet  by the
irre s istib le  wind of  Afr ican
national ism after  the
Second World War.

Dr Kaunda’s  pass ion for
music  was re inforced by his
South Afr ican teacher,
Daniel  Sonquishe,  at
Munal i  Secondary school
between 1941 and 1942.
Dr Kaunda and Mr
Sonquishe,  who s eems to
have also  been an
accomplished guitar ist,
created a  musical  band,
which they christened the
The Evening Birds.  At  the
end of  his  s econd year  at
Munal i ,  Dr Kaunda and the
band toured many towns on
the Zambian Copperbelt,
performing to  large,
enthusiastic  crowds.  But
the tour  was not
f inancial ly  succe ssful;  a
thief  made of f  with the
bulk of  the  band’s
proceeds.

Playing music  became
extremely  important  once
Dr Kaunda enl isted in  the
national ist  crusade in
Chinsal i  under  the ANC in
the late  1940s,  and he
would continue to  s ing long
after  1958 when he broke
away from the ANC to  form
the United National
Independence Party
(UNIP).  As  the vice-
s ecretary of  the  ANC
branch in  Chinsal i  in  the
1940s,  and later  as  the
organis ing s ecretary of  the
party  in  Northern Province
(which then included the
pre s ent  Luapula  Province),
Dr Kaunda frequently
re sorted to  s inging loudly
as  he  cycled in  the l ion-
infe sted region to  addre ss
pol itical  ra l l ie s  in  order  to
drum up popular  support
against  colonial  rule.  In  so
doing,  he  bolstered his  own
courage.  At  ral l ie s,  the
national ist  frequently  sang
pol itical  songs  to  arous e
anti-colonial
consciousne ss.

Be side s  s inging to  a l lay  his
fears  and to  stir  anti-
imperial  awarene ss,  the
UNIP leader  deployed
music  to  overcome

UNIP is  my shield
UNIP is  my shield for

ever
Nothing shall  I  fear at

all
Even though chains of

slaver y...  bind me
Always shall  I  remember

Gnashing of  teeth and
miser y

Is [the] black man’s
curse indeed

Shedding of  tears and
wear iness

These are our daily show

To lead never shall  I
forsake

   In my own land of  birth
Unti l  I  see l ibert y

Under [the] black man’s
own r ule

In another  song,  Dr
Kaunda and UNIP implored
imipashiyabena Zambia
(the ance stors  of  Zambia)
to come to  the a id  of
national ist  f ighters  in  their
combat  against  foreign
rule.  Intere stingly,  such
songs  made no mention of
the ethnic  or  l inguist

That  Dr Kaunda harne ss ed
music  to  pursue pol itical
goals  i s  perhaps  be st
expre ss ed by the song he
compos ed against  Harry
Mwanga Nkumbula in  the
late  1950s after  UNIP spl it
from the ANC. Part  of  the
song went  as  fo l lows:

 Some are mourning for
suits

But we are mourning for
the count r y.

This  song r idiculed Mr
Nkumbula’s  penchant  for
suits  at  a  time when Dr
Kaunda hims el f  regular ly
appear  in  publ ic  dre ss ed in
a toga to  display his
cultural  national ist
credentia ls .  The song
discredited Mr Nkumbula
as  a  bl ind worshipper  of
We stern materia l i sm, who
was thus  unf it  to  govern.
Through music,  therefore,
Dr Kaunda dismiss ed his
main r ival’s  c la im to
pol itical  power,  with
tel l ing  ef fect  for  Mr
Nkumbula’s  future  pol itical
career.  

Dr Kaunda did  not  stop at
s inging to  mobi l i s e  a  mass
fol lowing or  to  disqual i fy
pol itical  foe s.  As  Zambia’s
pre s ident  from 1964 on,  he
also  perceived music  as  the
soul  of  the  new nation.
Convinced that  music
transcended ethnic  

That  Dr Kaunda harnessed music  to  pursue pol i t ical  goals  is
perhaps best  expressed by the song he composed against  Harr y
Mwanga Nkumbula in  the late  1950s af ter  UNIP spl i t  f rom the
ANC. Par t  of  the  song went  as  fo l lows:
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and l inguistic  barriers,  he
hoped to  us e  it  to  weld the
73 disparate  ethnic  groups
that  inhabit  the  terr itory
into  one nation,  in  keeping
with his  s logan of  “One
Zambia one nation”.

Dr Kaunda held  that  music
was the mirror  through
which the new country
would ref lect  its  history,
its  identity,  its  tr iumphs
and its  fa i lure s.  To this
end,  he  ardently
championed the music
industry.  Not  only  did  his
government create
institutions  to  support  it
but  he  a lso  personal ly
regularly  feted leading
music ians  at  State  Hous e,
supported their  foreign
tr ips  and conferred upon
them pre stig ious  awards  on
important  national  days.   

Music and the making of  Zambia Cont......

however,  his  endeavour to
s ing away the threat  that
the Movement for
Multiparty  Democracy
(MMD) exerted upon his
gr ip  on power earned him
more publ ic  r id icule  than
support.  And,  in  1991,  the
MMD dis lodged him from
off ice,  part ly  thanks  to
anti-Kaunda songs  played
at  pol itical  ra l l ie s.

His  enthusiasm for
foster ing national
integration and sol idarity
through music  i s  apt ly
i l lustrated by his  favourite
song,  Tiyende Pamozi  (Let
Us Walk Together).  In  this
song,  which the pre s ident
performed wherever  he
went  and which is
cons equently  widely  known
in southern Afr ica  today,
Dr Kaunda cajoled
Zambians  and other
Afr icans  to  be  united.

The s igni f icance Dr
Kaunda attached to  music
as  a  vehic le  of  nation-
bui lding may further  be
discerned in  his  attitude
towards  the Zambian music
industry  with its
music ians.  He perceived
music  with its  artists  as  far
from peripheral  to  the
country’s  socia l ,  pol itical
and economic  development
but  as  integral  to  national
development.  

I t  i s  c lear,  then,  that  from
his  chi ldhood Dr Kaunda
deployed music  as  a  means
to  achieve shi f ting  goals.
In his  ear ly  l i fe,  he  us ed it
as  a  means to  entertain
people,  as  wel l  as  to
overcome fear  and shyne ss.
And music  continued to
occupy a  special  p lace  in
his  pol itical  career.

As  a  national ist,  he
succe ssful ly  sang pol itical
songs  to  stir  anti-colonial
s entiments,  and,  after
independence,  to  bui ld  a
unif ied nation.  In  the early
1990s,  
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