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Mining Zambia’s  Carbon
Fore sts

A newly approved
mine by a  Chine s e-
owned company has
moved machinery
into a  fore st  area
l inked to  a  major
REDD+ carbon
project  — rais ing
alarm over  land
rights,  l ive l ihoods,
wildl i fe,  and
Zambia’s  c l imate
commitments.

What’s  at  Stake as  Bil l  7
Comes Before Parl iament
“I wi tnessed people  being g iven
K100 for  the  submissions they
made dur ing the const i t ut ional
amendment  process  in  Chipata.  I
received the money too,” a
source who at tended the hear ings
told MakanDay. The account  was
independent ly  corroborated
through mult ip le,  independent
inter views wi th  par t icipants  who
descr ibed s imi lar  exper iences.

Bil l  7:  The Reform
That  Benef i ts

Pol i t ical  El i tes  More
Than Ordinar y

Cit izens
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By Gibson Zulu

Zambia’s  contentious  constitutional
reform initiative,  Bi l l  Seven,  i s
expected to  be  tabled in  Parl iament
this  morning,  s etting the stage for
debate  and a  poss ible  vote.

There are  a lso  concerns  about  the
danger  of  rushing constitutional
change s.

Chapter  One Foundation Executive
Director  Jos ia  Kalala  echoed the
concern,  warning that  procedural
f laws undermine legitimacy.

When it  re surfaced in  Parl iament  on
pre s identia l  instruction,  it  re ignited
a national  debate  over  constitutional
reform, this  time focus ed as  much on
how the propos ed amendments  were
developed as  on what  they contain.
Some churche s,  c iv i l  soc iety  groups,
legal  experts  and ordinary c itizens
have que stioned whether  the
consultation proce ss  met  the
thre shold of  transparency and
inclus iv ity  promis ed by government.

Off ic ia ls  maintain that  the Bi l l  s eeks
only  technical  adjustments,  including
increasing the number of
constituencie s,  expanding
proportional  repre s entation,
harmonis ing terms of  of f ice  for
elected of f ic ia ls,  and c lar i fy ing
electoral  procedure s.  They argue that
the s e  change s  are  nece ssary to
improve repre s entation and
administrative  ef f ic iency.

However,  concerns  have emerged
around the conduct  of  publ ic
submiss ions,  particular ly  a l legations
of  monetary inducements,
inconsistencie s  in  how consultations
were organis ed across  distr icts,  and
growing sceptic ism toward the work
of  the technical  committee.  

The s e  concerns  are  unfolding against
a  pol itical ly  s ensitive  backdrop,  with
the rul ing United Party  for  National
Development  (UPND) fal l ing  short
of  the  two-thirds  parl iamentary
majority  required to  amend the
Constitution.

In this  context,  que stions  have ar is en
over  whether  the reform proce ss
initiated by the UPND-led
government was entire ly  c itizen-
driven,  or  whether  e lements  of  it  may
have been managed in  ways  that
created the appearance of  broad
publ ic  support.  Events  in  Chipata,
Eastern Province,  have become
central  to  this  scrutiny.

“I  witne ss ed people  being g iven K100
for  the submiss ions  they made during
the constitutional  amendment proce ss
in  Chipata.  I  received the money
too,” a  source  who attended the
hearings  to ld  MakanDay.  The account
was independently  corroborated
through multiple,  independent
interviews with partic ipants  who
de scribed s imi lar  experience s.

Taken together,  the s e  accounts  have
fuel led cr itic ism that  the proce ss  may
have been rushed,  unevenly
communicated,  and vulnerable  to
inf luence,  rais ing fre sh que stions
about  whether  the consultations  ful ly
captured the views of  ordinary
Zambians.

Civi l  society  leaders  say the technical
committee  did  not  operate  with
suff ic ient  openne ss  or  meaningful
publ ic  engagement.  One obs erver
who attended the publ ic  s ittings  in
Chipata was blunt  in  her  ass e ssment.

“The technical  committee  was
window dre ss ing.  In  our  v iew, the
proce ss  was de s igned to  ensure Bi l l  7
pass e s,” said  Laura Miti ,  Executive
Director  of  Al l iance for  Community
Action.

“When the constitution amendment
proce ss  i s  defective,  the  substance
that  emerge s  cannot  command publ ic
conf idence,” he said.

Under Artic le  79 of  the  Zambian
Constitution,  any attempt to  amend
the Constitution require s,  a  two-
thirds  majority  vote  of  the  total
number of  members  of  parl iament.

The national  ass embly has  167
members,  156 e lected MPs,  e ight
pre s identia l  nominee s  and three ex-
of f ic io  members  (Vice  Pre s ident  and
two Speakers  — not  a l lowed to  vote).
This  leave s  164 voting MPs.

How the numbers  stand:

UPND: 89 e lected MPs

Nominated MPs:  8

Independents:  11

PF:  54

NCP: 1

PNUP: 1

To pass  the Bi l l ,  the  government
needs  approximately  111 vote s.

“The rul ing party  has  89 MPs.  The
Bil l  cannot  pass  without  support
from outs ide  the party,” said  Chapter
One’s  Kalala.  

Even i f  a l l  UPND MPs and al l
nominated MPs vote  for  the Bi l l ,  the
government reache s  only  97 vote s,
sti l l  13 to  14 vote s  short  of  the
required thre shold.

This  pol itical  real ity  has  rais ed
suspic ions  about  whether
inducements  or  patronage are  being
us ed to  s ecure additional  vote s  or  to
create  the appearance of  popular
support.

“Const i tut ional
reforms must  be
grounded in a
credible,
t ransparent  and
part icipator y
process,”  Kalala
told MakanDay.
He urged MPs to  ref lect  careful ly  on
the lack of  c lar ity  surrounding the
Bi l l ,  inconsistencie s  in  the
submiss ion proce ss,  and the r isk  that
the propos ed reforms could weaken,
rather  than strengthen,
constitutional  governance.

De spite  mounting cr itic ism and the
arithmetic  chal lenge in  Parl iament,
the Minister  of  Information and
Media,  who is  a lso  the chief
government spoke sperson,  has
maintained that  Bi l l  Seven is  wel l -
intentioned and is  supported by
majority  MPs.

For c itizens,  the  que stion remains,
wil l  constitutional  reform strengthen
Zambia’s  democracy,  or  wi l l  i t
deepen mistrust  in  the institutions
meant  to  protect  it?

The image accompanying
this  stor y is  AI-generated
and is  used st r ict ly  for
i l lust rat ion. It  does not
depict  any actual  scenes
from the National
Assembly.

What’s  at  Stake as  Bil l  7  Comes Before Parl iament
From page 1

https://makanday.org/buses-briefings-and-support-what-chipata-reveals-about-zambias-constitutional-reform/
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Mining Zambia’s  Carbon Forests
A newly approved mine by a Chinese-owned company has moved machiner y into a forest  area l inked to a major
REDD+ carbon project  — raising alarm over land r ights,  l ivel ihoods,  wildli fe,  and Zambia’s cl imate commitments.

By Womba Kasela

REDD+ zone s  are  meant  to  protect
fore sts  from degradation and
extractive  threats  such as  commercial
mining.

A quiet  invasion at  dawn

At sunris e,  the  hi l l s  of  the  Muchinga
Escarpment echo with the groaning
of  heavy machinery — drowning out
the birdsong and e lephant  cal ls  that
once def ined the Chiawa Game
Management Area (GMA). Behind a
newly erected wire  fence,  tree s  l ie
uprooted,  heaps  of  earth r is e  l ike
new hi l l s ,  and a  proce ss ing plant
take s  shape where wi ldl i fe  once
roamed freely.

In September 2024,  ZEMA approved
Deco Luck’s  Environmental  Impact
Statement  (EIS),  on condition that
the company obtain cons ent  from the
local  royal  e stabl ishment  before
commencing operations.

This  i s  the  emerging footprint  of
Deco Luck Inve stments  Limited,  a
l itt le-known mining company that
has  quiet ly  s et  up operations  in  one
of  Zambia’s  most  ecological ly
s ensitive  landscape s.  I ts  pre s ence has
tr iggered outrage among re s idents,
cons ervationists,  and tourism
operators,  who fear  the mine could
permanently  scar  the ecosystem and
undermine local  income s.

A project  shrouded in secrecy

The mine is  located in  Kafue distr ict,
and is  expected to  begin ful l
operations  before  the end of  the  year.
It  fo l lows the controvers ia l  footsteps
of  Mwembe shi  Re source s,  whos e plan
to mine ins ide  the Lower Zambezi
National  Park was halted after
massive  publ ic  outcry.  But  where
Mwembe shi  fa i led,  Deco Luck
appears  to  have s l ipped through the
cracks  of  overs ight  and community
scrutiny.

Documents  reviewed by MakanDay
reveal  that  the exploration l icence
was or ig inal ly  i ssued to  Sino Mine
Re source Geological  Engineering
Company Limited.

The l icence was later  transferred in
2022 to  Deco Luck Inve stments,  a
company whos e PACRA records  show
directors  Cao Chujun and Sun Lei,
with Sun Del i  l i sted as  shareholder,
al l  Chine s e  nationals.

However,  a  cr itical  timel ine
discrepancy rais e s  que stions  about
legal ity  and procedure.  A pre ss  query
was s ent  to  the Permanent  Secretary
at  the Ministry  of  Mine s  and Mineral
Development,  Dr Hapenga Kabeta,
but  s everal  fo l low-up attempts  went
unanswered.  When he eventual ly
re sponded a  week later,  he  indicated
that  the ministry’s  pr incipal  publ ic
relations  of f icer,  Shamwinda Tembo,
would handle  the query.  To date,  no
re spons e has  been provided.

Deco Luck was incorporated on 13
September 2022.

Yet  a  mining l icence transfer
agreement  between Sino Mine and
Deco Luck—obtained from the ZEMA
website,  shows the transfer  was
approved months  earl ier,  on 08 June
2022,  valued at  K2 mil l ion.

This  means the l icence was
transferred to  a  company that  did  not
yet  legal ly  exist,  a  red f lag  under  the
Mine s  and Minerals  Development
Act.

ZEMA approval  and a
royal  s ignature — but
no community voice

By late  2024,  the Chiyaba Royal
Establ ishment  i ssued a  letter
conf irming its  approval.

“With the authority  be stowed upon
me as  head of  the  chiefdom, I  hereby
certi fy  and conf irm that  Deco Luck
Inve stments  Limited has  been
granted the r ights  for  the exploration
of  minerals  in  Chiyaba Chiefdom,”
read the s igned document,” reads  the
letter.

But  behind this  of f ic ia l  green l ight
l ie s  a  story of  s i lence,  confusion,  and
deep community  divis ion.

A source  within the royal
e stabl ishment  contradicted the publ ic
position,  saying the decis ion was
made without  community
consultation.

“The community  was never
consulted,” said  a  source  from the
royal  e stabl ishment.  “The same land
al located for  mining had earl ier  been
de signated for  community  fore st
management under  the REDD+
carbon reduction project  by
BioCarbon Partners  (BCP) in  2022.”

REDD+, which stands  for  Reducing
Emiss ions  from Defore station and
Fore st  Degradation,  plus
cons ervation,  sustainable  fore st
management and enhancement  of
fore st  carbon stocks,  i s  a  UN-backed
framework that  a l lows fore sts  to  be
protected and managed to  reduce
carbon emiss ions,  often generating
carbon credits  whi le  re str icting
de structive  land us e s  such as  mining.

The REDD+ contradict ion:  forest
protect ion vs  mining expansion

The conte sted land overlaps  with
areas  de s ignated under  the Luangwa
Community  Fore sts  Project,  one of
Afr ica’s  large st  REDD+ programme s,
covering 2.1 mi l l ion hectare s,  with
Chiawa contr ibuting over  68,200
hectare s.

The s e  initiative s  form part  of
Zambia’s  c l imate  commitments  under
the UNFCCC, meaning the country
has  pledged international ly  to  protect
fore sts  and reduce emiss ions  as  part
of  its  re spons e to  c l imate  change.

UNFCCC stands  for  the United
Nations  Framework Convention on
Cl imate  Change.

It  i s  an international  treaty  adopted
in 1992 that  provide s  the g lobal
framework through which countrie s
commit  to  reduce greenhous e-gas
emiss ions,  protect  ecosystems,  and
adapt  to  c l imate  change.

Becaus e Zambia’s  fore st  protection
and emiss ion-reduction commitments
fal l  under  the UNFCCC, decis ions
that  permit  mining or  defore station
in de s ignated areas  rais e  que stions
about  compl iance with both national
law and international  c l imate
obl igations.

BCP Project  Coordinator,  Solomon
Kazadi,  decl ined to  comment on land
al locations,  d irecting que stions  to
the Community  Fore st  Management
Group and the royal  e stabl ishment.

However,  he  emphasis ed:  “REDD+
zone s  are  legal ly  protected through
Community  Fore st  Management
Partnership  Agreements  and Form
four submiss ions,  which record
community  cons ent,  fore st
boundarie s,  and prohibited activ itie s
such as  commercial  mining.  The s e
safeguards  enable  communitie s  to
chal lenge any incompatible  land us e
that  threatens  their  fore sts  or  carbon
rights.”

This  sugge sts  that  i f  mining overlaps
with REDD+ zone s,  there  may be
grounds for  a  legal  chal lenge.

Tourism or tai l ings? A region torn
between two futures

Chiawa l ie s  at  the  heart  of  the  Lower
Zambezi  ecosystem — home to
elephants,  l ions,  leopards,  and
hundreds  of  b ird  specie s.  Tourism
brings  in  steady revenue and
supports  community  projects.

But  mining brings  short-term jobs
and long-term scars.

A cons ervation source  warned.

“Mining may create  short-term jobs,
but  tourism has  no l i fe span.  Once the
minerals  are  gone,  the company wil l
leave,  and the damage cannot  be
undone.”

From page 1

https://makanday.org/bulldozers-clear-way-for-mine-in-lower-zambezi-national-park/
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Mining Zambia’s  Carbon Forests  Cont....
Experts  a lso  warn that  nois e  and
blasting could drive  wi ldl i fe  into
vi l lage s,  wors ening already tens e
human–wildl i fe  conf l ict.

A s enior  headman, however,
defended the approval,  saying the
community  fe lt  neglected by wi ldl i fe
authoritie s  and hoped the mine
would bring long-overdue benef its .

Environmental  activ ist  Richard
Kakuwa argue s  otherwis e,  warning
that  mining “robs  animals  of  their
very existence” and that  pol lutants
can l inger  for  decade s,
contaminating water  systems and
affecting human health.

In Kanyangala  v i l lage,  farmer
Musi fu  Kakumbo recal ls  jo ining
mine s etup work in  s earch of  better
income.  Instead,  he  earned K50 per
day,  received no meals,  and was
frequently  replaced.

Across  Chingola,  Kalulushi  and Muful ira,  communitie s  are  l iv ing with toxic  a ir,  contaminated water,  and recurring mine spi l l s ,
whi le  regulators  delay enforcement  and mining companie s  operate  with near  impunity.

By Just ina Matandiko 
On 18 January 2025,  after  days  of
heavy rain,  part  of  the  ta i l ings  dam
at Mimbula Mine on the outskirts  of
Chingola  col laps ed,  re leas ing acidic
ef f luent  into  streams that  feed the
Kafue r iver.  Farmland was
de stroyed,  water  source s  for  three
townships  were contaminated,  and
hundreds  of  famil ie s  were le ft
without  a  l ive l ihood.  Seven months
later,  no penaltie s  have been
impos ed.  

However,  enforcement  has  often
been s low and inconsistent.  Off ic ia l
records  show that  ZEMA is
understaf fed and underfunded,
constraints  that  l imit  routine
inspections,  timely  fo l low-ups,  and
effective  overs ight.

Members  of  Parl iament  repre s enting
mining-af fected constituencie s  have
que stioned regulators  and ministers
about  ongoing emiss ions  and delayed
interventions,  highl ighting
inconsistencie s  in  how
environmental  orders  are  enforced.
But  communitie s  do not  bel ieve  this
has  improved overs ight  or  stopped
mining companie s  from f louting
environmental  laws.  

Promises  broken: local  people  feel
betrayed

“They keep removing people,” he
said.  “You work for  a  few weeks,
and then they replace  you.  I  have
eight  chi ldren,  K50 a  day was not
enough and I  have s ince  gone back to
farming.”

Other  re s idents  echo s imi lar
frustrations,  outs iders  are  being
prior iti s ed for  work,  de spite
promis e s  that  locals  would be  f irst
in  l ine.

Chitende Ward Counci l lor  Paul
Kaj iye  conf irmed receiving s everal
complaints.

“They were to ld  the mine would
bring jobs,  but  that  hasn’t
happened,” Kaj iye  said.  “People  are
angry and feel  us ed.”

“When animals  attack us,  ZAWA
(wildl i fe  authority) says  there’s  no
fuel .  We thought  the mine would
help  us,  they even promis ed to  buy
vehic le s  for  our  headmen.  We’re  sti l l
waiting.”

When asked whether  the land
al located to  the mine was part  of  the
BCP project,  he  denied stating that
the land for  the REDD+ project
remains  intact  and is  not  the  land
where the mine is  s et  to  begin
operations.

Company defends i tself;
environmental  r isks  remain
Deco Luck’s  Human Re source
Manager,  Kennedy Mubanga,
dismiss ed al legations  of  exploitation
or  any wrongdoing.

“Thos e c la ims are  fa ls e,” he said.
“We have employed locals  and are
ful ly  compl iant  with government
regulations.  The people  spreading
l ie s  are  former subcontractors  who
no longer  work with us.”

He further  note s,  “de spite  EIAs,  the
damage continue s  becaus e many
companie s  do not  fo l low the
guidel ine s  a long the way”.

The unanswered quest ion:  who
protects  Chiawa’s forests?
As bul ldozers  keep carving into  the
e scarpment,  Chiawa s its  at  a
crossroads,  between economic
de speration and ecological  col laps e.

“We bel ieve  we wi l l  benef it  from the
mine s  and not  tourism,” said  the
s enior  headman.  

Womba is  a fel low under the
Wildlife  Cr ime Prevent ion (WCP)
environmental  fel lowship for
journalists.

The MakanDay Cent re for
Invest igat ive Journalism, in
partnership with WCP, supported
the report ing of  this  stor y.

Licenced to  Pol lute:  Inside Zambia’s  Copperbelt  Pol lut ion
Crisis

For communitie s  across  Zambia’s
Copperbelt,  the  spi l l  was  not  an
isolated disaster,  but  a  famil iar
warning of  how environmental  harm
persists  long after  regulators
promis e  action.

Copperbelt  communitie s  depend on
the land and water  around the
mine s,  which means the unchecked
pol lution and environmental  damage
has  immediate  and lasting
cons equence s.  Crops  fa i l ,  dr inking
water  become s unsafe,  and
re spiratory i l lne ss e s  spike  during
periods  of  heavy emiss ions.  Across
the region,  communitie s  in
Chingola,  Kalulushi  and Muful ira
de scr ibe  l iv ing with uncertainty
about  when the next  incident  wi l l
occur,  and whether  anyone wi l l  be
held  accountable.

Zambia’s  environmental  regulator,
the Zambia Environmental
Management  Agency (ZEMA), is
re sponsible  for  approving
environmental  impact  ass e ssments,
monitoring mining operations,  and
enforcing laws meant  to  prevent
pol lution and environmental
damage.

In interviews with MakanDay,
former and current  ZEMA off ic ia ls
acknowledge that  enforcement  i s ,  at
be st,  not  proactive  and at  worst,
s e lective  to  ensure that  mining
continue s  uninterrupted,  no matter
the environmental  or  health costs.

The three companie s  in  the spot l ight
for  environmental  harm are  Mimbula
Minerals  in  Chingola,  Avocado
Mining in  Kalulushi,  and Mopani
Copper  Mine s  in  Muful ira.  
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But Kankoyo MP Heartson Mabeta
told  parl iament  this  was  untrue and
urged Mine s  Minister  Paul  Kabuswe
to intervene.

Licenced to  Pol lute:  Inside Zambia’s  Copperbelt  Pol lut ion Cris is  Cont....

In November 2024,  ZEMA issued a
ceas e-and-de sist  order  to  Avocado
Mining fo l lowing s er ious  pol lution
and environmental  concerns.
Avocado continued operating in  spite
of  the  order.  A year  later  on 14
November 2025,  ZEMA shut  the
mine down, arre sted two directors
and conf iscated 55 copper  bl i sters
fo l lowing a  sulphur dioxide emiss ion
in September that  covered
Kalulushi.  Re sidents  de scr ibed it  to
MakanDay as  the worst  toxic
emiss ion todate.

The mine,  which is  85% owned by
UK-bas ed Moxico Re source s  PLC,
has  not  re sponded to  que stions  from
MakanDay,  including a  reque st  for
detai ls  of  the  ‘comprehensive
environmental  and community
re spons e plan’  announced in  August
2025 and the scope of  work ass igned
to Driz it  Environmental  company.
Corporate  Affairs  Off icer  Ian
Chomba acknowledged receiving the
letter  but  did  not  provide a
re spons e.

ZEMA gave the mine 30 days  to
explain why their  mining l icence
should not  be  cancel led.  

Kalulushi  MP Kampamba Mulenga
had repeatedly  warned parl iament
about  continued emiss ions,
que stioning why enforcement
targeted other  companie s  whi le
Avocado,  a  Chine s e-owned mine,
operated unchecked.  

De spite  attempts  by MakanDay,
Avocado Mining has  not  re sponded
to reque sts  for  comment.  On 25
November,  a  letter  was s ent  to  the
company through a  repre s entative
who identi f ied  hims el f  only  as
‘Champo,’  reque sting a  re spons e to
re s idents’  concerns.  No reply  has
been received.

The human cost  of  s low or
inadequate  government action is
de scr ibed by one re s ident  with a
chronic  re spiratory condition who
l ive s  near  the Avocado mine.

“My che st  tightened.  I  thought  it
was my last  day,” she to ld
MakanDay.

The cost  of  inadequately  monitored
mining extends  far  beyond health.  

When the Mimbula Mine tai l ings
dam burst  and spi l led  acidic  e f f luent
into  the Mushishima and
Chananyama streams,  and eventual ly
into  the Kafue r iver  in  January
2025,  more than 156 hectare s
(about  290 footbal l  f ie lds) of
farmland were de stroyed.  

“We woke up and everything was
gone,” recal led Fridah Kapelembe,  a
sugarcane and vegetable  farmer.
“They made me s ign for  K2,000 as
compensation… but  my farm yie lds
much more than that.  We were to ld
to  wait.  For  how long?”

Under the Environmental
Management  Act  (2011) and the
Mine s  and Minerals  Development
Act  (2015),  mining companie s  must
prevent  contamination and maintain
tai l ings  dams.  Environmental
advocate s  say Mimbula fa i led to
meet  the s e  obl igations,  and ZEMA’s
s low intervention le ft  communitie s
expos ed for  months.

Environmental  watchdogs,  including
Sustainable  Natural  Re source s
Empowerment  Initiative  (SUNRIE)
national  coordinator  Eugene
Mulenga,  warned that  without
proper  remediation,  the return of
the rains  could wash pol lutants
downstream once again.

De spite  ZEMA stating it  would
penal is e  the  company,  no action
fol lowed for  s even months.  Only  in
August  did  Mimbula unvei l  an
environmental  re spons e plan and
hire  Driz it  Environmental  to  carry
out  environmental  ass e ssments.  For
af fected famil ie s,  the  delay meant
hunger,  f inancial  lo ss  and lasting
ecological  damage.

Mufulira’s  Kankoyo -  Living and
dying with senta

In Kankoyo,  Muful ira,  a  town on
Zambia’s  border  with the
Democratic  Republ ic  of  Congo in  the
north,  pol lution is  not  an incident,
it  i s  a  way of  l i fe.  Corroded roofs
greet  v is itors  long before  they meet
re s idents  who breathe sulphur
dioxide,  local ly  known as  s enta,
which eats  away at  both home s and
lungs.

Section 67 of  the  Publ ic  Health Act
prohibits  a ir  pol lution and harmful
gas e s,  de scr ibed under  the nuisance
provis ions  emiss ions,  yet  re s idents
say s enta continue s  to  engulf  the
township,  often at  night.

Under Section 68,  local  authoritie s
are  empowered to  i ssue notice s
requir ing a  person or  entity  to  abate
a nuisance.  Muful ira  Municipal
Counci l  acknowledged receiving
que stions  on why it  has  not  acted,
but  did  not  re spond.

On 20 September 2025,  re s ident
Abigai l  Kabulaf i lmed the township
engulfed in  a  thick white  sulphur
fog.  The video went  v iral .

Another  re s ident,  Abigai l  Bweupe,
left  Kankoyo after  a  s evere  exposure
incident.

“I  inhaled the fume s and woke up in
Ronald Ross  Hospital ,”  she said.  I
wi l l  never  go back… I  want  to  l ive.”

Annie  Chi le she,  68,  bel ieve s
pol lution has  contr ibuted to
countle ss  deaths.  She recal ls  a
vis iting  re lative  who died after
exposure and c ite s  the  wel l -known
cas e  of  the  late  Muful ira  Distr ict
Commiss ioner  Beatr ice  Miti ,  whos e
family  won a  Supreme Court  cas e
against  Mopani  in  2022 for
negl igence.

Former miner  Andrew Mpundu,  who
worked under  both ZCCM and
Mopani,  sa id  emiss ions  have
remained constant.

“They say it ’s  within ‘acceptable
standards’,  but  we choke and die.
Government care s  more about
inve stors  than us,” he said.

At  Cl inic  f ive  in  Kankoyo,  a  health
worker,  speaking anonymously,  sa id
they receive  three  to  f ive  cas e s
dai ly,  most ly  chi ldren.  Severe  cas e s
are  referred to  Ronald Ross
Hospital .

Vegetable  s e l ler  Charity  Mwelwa,
48,  source s  her  produce from
outs ide  Kankoyo.

“Nothing grows here,  not  even the
famous lunsonga,’’  she said.  “Al l  my
chi ldren have been af fected by s enta.
Just  last  month,  I  rushed my baby to
the c l inic,  the  records  are  there.”

A s enior  Mopani  employee dismiss ed
the re s idents’  v ideos  as  AI-
generated,  c la iming the plant  had
shut  down on 16 September.  

Sti l l ,  regulatory action remains
sporadic  — and often symbol ic.

Mopani  Copper  Mine s’  Publ ic
Relations  Manager,  Nerbert
Mulenga,  did  not  re spond to  a
reque st  for  comment.  Since  2024,  a
majority  stake in  Mopani  has  been
held  by International  Re source s
Holding (IRH) through its
subsidiary,  Delta  Mining Ltd,  which
owns 51%, whi le  ZCCM-IH retains
the remaining 49%.

Why enforcement fai ls?
Under the Environmental
Management  Act  (2023),  penaltie s
for  s er ious  of fence s  can reach
700,000 penalty  units  (around K21
mil l ion) or  imprisonment of  up to
s even years  or  both.  But  for  multi -
mi l l ion-dol lar  mining companie s,
the s e  f ine s  are  negl ig ible.

In practice,  companie s  pay smal l
f ine s  and re sume busine ss  as  usual.

Speaking to  journal ists  after  a
stakeholders’  meeting at  Garden
Court  Hotel  in  Kitwe in  March,
fol lowing the Sino Metals  pol lution
incident,  lawyer Mehlul i  Mal isa
Batakathi  of  the  Cons ervation
Advocate s  Zambia consortium
que stioned why the government
continue s  to  treat  environmental
cr ime s  “with kid  g love s”.  

“The law already provide s  for
punitive  measure s,’’  he  said.
“Companie s  should not  operate
above the law.”

ZEMA’s  own annual  reports  show
persistent  capacity  gaps.  At  the end
of  2019,  the agency had 101 staf f
against  a  target  of  135.  By 31
December 2024,  staf f ing  stood at
142,  far  below the approved
e stabl ishment  of  246.

The 2024 report  a lso  conf irms that
monitoring and l icensing activ itie s
were scaled back due to  budget
constraints.  ZEMA received ZMW
110.3 mil l ion against  an approved
annual  budget  of  K 185.9 mil l ion,
with only  K 76.2 mil l ion coming as  a
treasury grant.

The s e  shortfa l l s  help  explain why
ZEMA often intervene s  only  after
publ ic  outcry or  v iral  v ideos  force
action.

Polit ical  and economic inf luence
During a  debrief  fo l lowing the Sino
Metals  incident,  Minister  of  Green
Economy and Environment Col l ins
Nzovu acknowledged that  the
ministry  face s  re source  constraints.
Inspectors  cannot  monitor  a l l  s ite s,
and reports  are  often delayed or
weakened by the inf luence of
powerful  mining intere sts.

That  inf luence i s  underpinned by the
s ector’s  enormous economic  weight.
According to  the Zambia Extractive
Industr ie s  Transparency Initiative
(ZEITI) report,  Zambia,  Afr ica’s
s econd-large st  copper  producer,
depends  heavi ly  on the s ector,  which
accounted for  72% of  export
earnings  and 44% of  government
revenue s  in  2022.  Extractive
revenue s  total led approximately  K33
bi l l ion in  2023 and about  K38
bi l l ion in  2024,  including taxe s,
non-tax payments  and dividends.

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1Ch4RbWtnG/
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1243488094471904&id=100064321766516&rdid=otZVTkXVIIoraSUK
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1243488094471904&id=100064321766516&rdid=otZVTkXVIIoraSUK
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1DQvfbne3E/
https://www.parliament.gov.zm/sites/default/files/documents/acts/Environmetal%20Mangement%20Act%2012%20of%202011.pdf
https://www.parliament.gov.zm/sites/default/files/documents/acts/Environmetal%20Mangement%20Act%2012%20of%202011.pdf
https://www.parliament.gov.zm/sites/default/files/documents/acts/The%20Mines%20and%20Minerals%20Act%2C%202015.pdf
https://www.parliament.gov.zm/sites/default/files/documents/acts/The%20Mines%20and%20Minerals%20Act%2C%202015.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1A5PZnGMaL/
https://eiti.org/sites/default/files/Zambia%20EITI%202023%20%20and%202024%20report.pdf?hash=1763377200
https://eiti.org/sites/default/files/Zambia%20EITI%202023%20%20and%202024%20report.pdf?hash=1763377200
https://eiti.org/sites/default/files/Zambia%20EITI%202023%20%20and%202024%20report.pdf?hash=1763377200
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Licenced to  Pol lute:  Inside Zambia’s  Copperbelt  Pol lut ion Cris is  Cont....

With so  much at  stake,  transparency
often suf fers.  Communitie s  rarely
s ee  lab re sults,  inspection reports  or
compl iance audits.  They re ly  on
what  of f ic ia ls  te l l  them, often too
l itt le,  too late.

No re spons e s  were received from the
Ministry  of  Mine s  and Minerals
Development,  the  Ministry  of  Green
Economy and Environment,
Chingola,  or  Kalulushi  Counci ls .

Just ina is  a fel low under the
Wildlife  Cr ime Prevent ion (WCP)
fel lowship for  journalists.  The
MakanDay Cent re for
Invest igat ive Journalism, in
partnership with WCP, provided
t raining in invest igat ive
journalism skil ls  and supported
journalists  in working on
impactful  stor ies  that  promote
environmental  protect ion and
dr ive change.

Two female  boxers  have recent ly
heightened the nation’s  name by
grabbing world  tit le s,  feats  quite
elus ive  to  male  boxers  in  the past.
Although the exploits  of  Esther
Phir i  and,  more recent ly,  Catherine
Phir i  (s ee  our  lead story Fighting
for  her  country on the previous
page s) are  worth their  sa lt,
Zambia’s  world  tit le  chas e s  were
unarguably  pioneered by one man:
Lottie  Mwale.   

I t  was  on a  fateful  November 28,
1980 when the legendary boxing
icon c l imbed into  the r ing to  make a
chal lenge for  the World Boxing
Counci l  (WBC) Light  Heavyweight
tit le  against  Phi ladelphia  homeboy
Matthew Saad Muhammad.  Before  a
worldwide te levis ion audience,  Saad
Muhammad unleashed a  ferocious
upper  cut  into  the face  of  Lottie,
s ending the tit le  dream crashing to
the canvas  in  round four.  

Though strongly  itching for  the
Afr ican tit le  held  by Mal ian
Bagayuko Sounkalo,  Lottie  was
instead g iven a  shot  at  the  British
Commonwealth tit le  held  by Gary
Summerhays.  On March 31,  1979 he
grabbed the Commonwealth belt
after  comprehensively  beating “the
Canadian gent leman” on a  technical
knockout  at  Independence Stadium.

This  Week in  the Bul letin  & Record

The man who sparred with Al i
As Zambians celebrates Cather ine Phir i’s  world t i t le,  Leonard Koloko remembered another boxing champion who won
the Afr ican and Commonwealth t i t les  and sparred with the great  Muhammad Ali  

Lottie,  whos e dream had started as  a
youth in  Kitwe’s  Wusaki le  Mine
Township,  was actual ly  born in
Kamitondo Township on Apri l  14,
1953.  His  parents  hai led from Jumbe
Vil lage  (now Mambwe Distr ict)  in
Chipata.  His  father  Simon Mwale,
nicknamed “Gunduzani” -  the
shaker  -  had earned hims el f  some
reputation becaus e of  his  strength
and street  f ighting prowe ss,  and is
said  to  have never  lo st  a  s ingle  f ight.
The dreaded Mwale  Senior  was a
cook with the mine s.

Right  from boyhood Lottie  excel led
with his  hands,  goalkeeping in
footbal l  and drumming in  music.
However it  was  boxing which stole
his  heart  through the Rhokana
Amateur Boxing Club at  Scr ivener
Stadium.

He debuted for  Zambia in  the early
1970s as  a  l ightweight,  beating
Ethiopian Fakedi  Selaiss e  on points.
Next  came the East  and Central
Afr ican (ECA) Championships  held
in Kenya where he won a  Bronze
medal.  During the 1972 Munich
Olympic  Game s he was
unfortunately  disqual i f ied  a longside
s everal  other  Zambian pugi l i sts  for
fai l ing  to  make the correct  weights.
He was then a  l ight  welterweight.

In 1973 Lottie,  then a  trainee
soldier  a lso  f ighting for  Zambia
Army ABC, reaped his  f irst  ever  gold
medal  during the ECA
Championships  held  in  Lusaka.  

It  happened that  one Tanzanian
f ighter,  Titus  Simba,  had no
opponents  in  the Light  Heavyweight
category.  Lottie,  as  a  l ight
middleweight,  volunteered to  take
him on but  he  had to  undergo a  24-
hour weight  gaining programme. He
went on to  f loor  the Tanzanian at
Jubi lee  Hal l .

Next  stop:   the  1974 Commonwealth
Game s,  Christchurch,  New Zealand.
Here he f irst  stopped Cook Is land’s
Nio Mare and then demol ished
Kenyan David Makumba in  the f irst
round.  In  the s emi-f inals  he  beat  a
tough Engl ishman,  Robert  Davie s,
on points  before  fe l l ing  Scottish
conte stant  Alexander  “Sy” Harrison
to reap Zambia’s  only  gold  medal  at
the game s.  He won another  gold
medal  by knocking out  a
Camerounian at  the  1975 Al l-Afr ica
Mil itary  Game s.  

Sadly,  Lottie’s  Olympic  Gold medal
dream was again shattered by the
sol idarity  boycott  of  Afr ican nations
from the 1976 Montreal  Olympic
Game s in  prote st  against  New
Zealand’s  partic ipation after  they
were sanctioned for  maintaining
sporting tie s  with apartheid  South
Africa.  However,  a  gold  medal  win
over  Keith Brown at  the  World
Mil itary  Game s r ight ly  compensated
the Olympic  miss  out.  

Lottie  quit  the  army in  1977 and
turned profe ss ional  under  the
stable s  of  a  Nigerian aeronautic
instructor,  Gibson Nwosu.  That
same year  he chal lenged his  e lus ive
amateur adversary Jul ius  Luipa for
the Zambian Light  Heavyweight  tit le
but  before  the two could lock horns
tragedy struck when,  in  succe ss ion,
Lottie’s  brother  Uram and his  father
pass ed on.  De spite  his  misfortune s,
the f ight  proceeded and on August
27,  1977 Lottie  beat  Luipa in  a  s ixth
round technical  knock out.  Lottie
was later  ass igned to  George
Francis’s  Wel l ington Stable s  in
London for  further  shaping up.   

In  1978 he recorded s ix  knockouts
from s even f ights,  the  greate st  win
being against  Marvin Johnson whom
he beat  on points  in  an e ight  round
thri l ler  in  Belgrade.  The l ive
te levis ed f ight  was an under-card to
the world  tit le  conte st  between
Lottie’s  stable  mate  John Conteh and
Mate Parlov.  Parlov won but
afterwards  lo st  the  tit le  to  Johnson.

The Afr ican Light  Heavyweight  tit le
bout  was f inal ly  b i l led  for
September 30,  1979 in  Lusaka.

“If  I  lo s e  to  Lottie  the  sun wi l l
never  r is e  in  Bamako,” bragged
Sounkalo  before  the f ight.  I t
neverthele ss  d id  even though he was
blacked out  through a  f i f th  round
knock out.  With the two major  tit le s
to  his  name,  Lottie  was subs equently
crowned Zambia’s  1979 Sportsman
of  the Year.  

Lottie’s  popularity  grew global ly,
attracting a  number of  nickname s
which included “Golden Boy”,
“Hope of  Afr ica”,  “Gunduzani” and
“Kaingo” – the leopard.  His  b lows
were nicknamed N.P.P.P (Nuclear
Power Packed Punche s).  He even
sparred with Muhammad Al i  in  a
London exhibition bout  impre ss ing
“The Greate st” with his  artistry  and
bravery.  During the 1980 world  tit le
f ight,  San Diego fans  were
captivated with the same qual itie s  as
Lottie  ran r ings  around the
champion,  jabbing and scoring wel l
in  the opening rounds.  
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The man who sparred with Al i  Cont...

At exact ly  11:30 hours  on Thursday,
18 December 2025,  at  the
Mulungushi  International
Conference Centre,  Pre s ident
Hakainde Hichi lema ass ented to  Bi l l
Number Seven,  one of  the  most
contentious  constitutional
amendment bi l l s  Zambia has  s een in
recent  years.

“I  was winning that  f ight  but  I  made
a mistake,” recal led Lottie  during a
special  te levis ion interview with
Frank Mutubi la.  The mistake was to
try  and “f ight” Al i  instead of  boxing
him as  he  had done in  the f irst  two
rounds,  he  said.  “You know I
dropped my guard and he got  me.  He
beat  me c lean,” Lottie  said  when
reviewing the f ight.

But  by then a  fate  typical  of  great
pugi l i sts  had caught  up with Lottie:
declared bankrupt  he  was,  l ike  Al i ,
diagnos ed with Parkinson dis eas e.
The legendary Zambian boxing icon
pass ed on in  Lusaka on October  18,
2005.

The removal  of  parl iamentary by-
elections  compounds this  problem.
While  by-elections  are  often
critic is ed for  their  cost,  they s erve
an important  democratic  function -
al lowing c itizens  to  withdraw their
mandate  when repre s entative s  cross
the f loor,  abandon their
constituents,  or  fa i l  in  their  dutie s.
El iminating this  mechanism may
save money,  but  it  a lso  remove s  one
of  the  few mid-term accountabi l ity
tools  avai lable  to  voters

Comment

Lottie  was scheduled to  make a
s econd shot  at  the  world  tit le  but  a
last  minute  eye  injury derai led the
propos ed f ight  against  Dwight
Braxton who had defeated Saad
Muhammad.  Frustrated by the turn
of  events,  he  le ft  England for
Lusaka.  

Efforts  to  get  Lottie  back to  London
were fruit le ss  and in  the proce ss  his
former handlers  shi f ted their
attention on grooming his
compatriot  Chisanda Mutti .  On July
5,  1982 Lottie  staked his  two tit le s
against  Mutti ,  winning in  the
thirteenth round on a  stop f ight
technical  knockout  decis ion at
Independence Stadium. 

In 1990,  Lottie  defeated Ghana's
Ray Acquaye to  win the vacant  WBC
International  l ight-heavyweight  tit le
which he lo st  two years  later  to
Virgi l  Hi l l  o f  the  US.  Intere stingly,
de spite  not  having la id  his  hands  on
the WBC tit le  proper  he was sti l l
honoured by the organisation and
placed on a  l i fe  long pension,  which
they started disburs ing to  him in
2001.

The story,  written by Leonard
Kaloko,  then a  Kitwe-bas ed
freelance journal ist,  creative  writer,
and visual/graphic  artist,  was
publ ished in  the December–January
edition of  The Bul letin  and Record
magazine.

Profe ss ional  Ring Record

Fought:        53 

Won:            44 

Knock Outs:  34 

Lost:            9  (7 by KO)

Drawn:        0

Bil l  7:  The Reform That  Benef i ts
Poli t ical  El i tes  More Than
Ordinar y Cit izens

Just  three  days  earl ier,  on Monday,
15 December,  the  national  ass embly
approved the amendment,  to  among
other  change s,  expand the number
of  lawmakers  from 156 to
approximately  266.  The change s  a lso
introduce proportional
repre s entation s eats  for  youth,
women,  and persons  with
disabi l itie s,  and pass ed with more
than 130 national  ass embly vote s.  
Supporters  argue that  the reform
strengthens  democracy by
broadening repre s entation.  Critic s,
however,  warn that  it  a lters  the
balance of  power by increasing
pre s identia l  inf luence,  e l iminating
by-elections,  and weakening local
accountabi l ity.
At  face  value,  Bi l l  Seven speaks  to  a
real  and longstanding problem.
Zambia’s  national  ass embly has
never  adequately  ref lected the
country’s  demographic  real itie s.
Women, young people,  and persons
with disabi l itie s  remain
underrepre s ented in  decis ion-making
space s  that  shape national
prior itie s.  Proportional
repre s entation appears  to  of fer  a
corrective,  a  faster  route  to
inclus ion than waiting for  pol itical
partie s  to  reform candidate  s e lection
on their  own.
But constitutions  are  not  merely
symbol ic  documents.  They are
systems of  power,  accountabi l ity,
and incentive s.  And it  i s  within this
deeper  structure  that  Bi l l  Seven
rais e s  d i f f icult  que stions.
By expanding parl iament  by more
than 100 s eats,  many of  them f i l led
through party  l i sts  rather  than
direct  constituency e lections,  the
amendment fundamental ly  re shape s
pol itical  accountabi l ity.  Lawmakers
who owe their  pos itions  to  party
leadership  are  more l ikely  to  be  loyal
upward than accountable  downward
to voters.  This  weakens  the a lready
fragi le  l ink between c itizens  and
thos e  who repre s ent  them.

There i s  a lso  the que stion of  cost
that  remains  largely  unanswered.  A
larger  parl iament  means higher
spending on salar ie s,  a l lowance s,
of f ice s,  and administrative  support,
at  a  time when Zambia continue s  to
face  f i scal  pre ssure,  strained publ ic
s ervice s,  and competing development
prior itie s.  Without  a  transparent
and credible  justi f ication,  the
expansion r isks  re inforcing publ ic
suspic ion that  pol itical  reforms
benef it  pol itical  e l ite s  more than
ordinary c itizens.

Perhaps  most  troubl ing i s  how the
amendment was pass ed.
Constitutional  change require s  broad
publ ic  trust,  extensive  consultation,
and cons ensus  across  pol itical  and
social  d iv ide s.  Bi l l  Seven instead
unfolded in  a  c l imate  of  sharp
conte station,  with many Zambians
feel ing that  the Constitution was
amended for  them, but  not  with
them.

As we reported,  in  Eastern Province
for  example,  there  were instance s
where c itizens  were a l legedly  paid  to
support  amendments  that  a l igned
with the executive’s  pos ition.  The s e
reports  rais e  s er ious  que stions  about
the credibi l ity  of  the  consultation
proce ss.

What remains  unanswered is  why
there  was such intens e  focus  on
increasing the number of  MPs,
rather  than on strengthening
Zambia’s  institutions  to  ef fectively
check the exce ss e s  of  power.

Inclus ion is  not  a  luxury in  a
democracy,  it  i s  a  requirement.  But
inclus ion without  accountabi l ity  i s  a
fragi le  foundation.  Bi l l  Number
Seven may succeed in  expanding
repre s entation on paper,  yet  sti l l
weaken democratic  practice  i f  i t
concentrate s  power,  di lute s  voter
overs ight,  and distance s  lawmakers
from the people  they are  meant  to
s erve.

The real  te st  of  this  amendment wi l l
not  be  how many s eats  are  added to
parl iament,  but  whether  c itizens
emerge with stronger  inf luence over
governance,  or  f ind thems elve s
further  removed from it.  In  a
democracy,  growth should deepen
accountabi l ity,  not  trade it  away.

Zambia’s  l imited progre ss  cannot  be
explained by the number of  Members
of  Parl iament  a lone.  In  many cas e s,
it  i s  from weak accountabi l ity,  s e l f -
intere st,  and leadership  that
prior iti s e s  personal  or  pol itical  gain
over  the publ ic  good.  That,  rather
than the s ize  of  parl iament,  remains
one of  Zambia’s  most  pre ss ing
governance chal lenge s.

From page 1
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