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Sewer Cris is  in  Mtendere Gives  Residents  No Peace 
By Gibson Zulu

Although those close to  the US$355 mil l ion Mil lennium Challenge Corporat ion–funded project  maintain that  i t  was
fully implemented and passed f i t,  the reali t y  on the ground tel ls  a dif ferent  stor y.  Persistent  sewer blockages and
recurr ing spil ls  have lef t  Mtendere residents  t rapped in a cycle of  neglect  — one that  cont inues to  threaten both their
health and their  dignit y.

Infrastructure upgrade s  included: The Compact  programme concluded
with a  ful l  handover  of  a l l  ass ets  to
Lusaka Water  and Sewerage
Company (LWSC), which is  now
re sponsible  for  operation and
maintenance.

The cris is  on the ground

On the fr inge s  of  Lusaka’s  dens ely
populated Mtendere East  township,
in  Kal iki l ik i  Ward 35,  re s idents  and
traders  cautiously  pick their  way
through pools  of  murky water  leaking
from broken s ewer l ine s.  Raw
eff luent  has  for  years  s eeped across
the narrow footpaths  that  snake
between home s and market  sta l l s ,
forc ing famil ie s  to  l ive  and trade in
the shadow of  a  pers istent  health
hazard.

“The stench hangs  heavy in  the air,
we have l ived l ike  this  for  too long,”
lamented re s ident  Chisala  Laaske,  his
voice  weary but  f irm.  “The s ituation
wors ens  when the rains  come.  The
s ewer overf lows into  our  hous e s,
chi ldren fa l l  s ick,  and no one s eems
to care,  not  even the government.”

Mtendere East,  located on the
eastern edge of  Lusaka,  i s  a  peri-
urban community  grappl ing with
chronic  water  shortage s,  poor
housing infrastructure and a
col lapsing s ewerage system.

Ironical ly,  Mtendere means “peace”
in the local  Cinyanja  language — yet
for  thos e  l iv ing amid s ewage and
repeated f looding,  peace remains
elus ive.

What was promised
To addre ss  deep-rooted water  and
sanitation chal lenge s,  the  Zambian
Government partnered with the
United State s  through the
Mil lennium Chal lenge Corporation
(MCC).  The re sulting Lusaka Water
Supply,  Sanitation and Drainage
(LWSSD) Project  was expected to
transform communitie s  l ike
Mtendere.

The “Water  Supply  and Sanitation
Project,” known as  Contract  Package
3 (CP3),  covered works  in  both
Mtendere We st  and Mtendere East.  I t
was part  of  the  US$355 mil l ion
Mil lennium Chal lenge Compact
s igned in  2012.

To implement  the compact,  the
Government e stabl ished Mil lennium
Chal lenge Account–Zambia (MCA-
Zambia).  After  the compact  expired
in November 2018,  a  transition
entity,  Mil lennium Project
Completion Agency–Zambia (MPCA-
Zambia),  was created to  f inal is e
remaining works.

The Mtendere component  was only
completed in  2023,  and the post-
compact  programme of f ic ia l ly  c lo s ed
in 2024.

What was bui l t
According to  MCA-II,  which shared
clar i f ications  bas ed on institutional
memory from the f irst  compact:

The Mtendere sub-project  was
valued at  US$40 mil l ion.

Elevolution Engenharia,  a
Portugue s e  f irm, was contracted
in 2016 but  terminated in  2018.

UNIK Construction was engaged
to complete  the works.

88 km of  water  supply  pipel ine s

82 km of  s ewer network
(Mtendere East  a lone received
42.6 km)

1,075 manhole s  constructed
across  the area

Section 11:  A 1.5 km s ewer
interceptor  l ine  with 25 manhole s
routing s ewage to  the Salama
Pump Station.

Under the compact  framework,  a l l
completed ass ets  were eventual ly
handed over  to  the Lusaka Water
Supply  and Sanitation Company
(LWSC) for  operation and
maintenance.
The real i ty  residents  st i l l  face
De spite  the infrastructure
inve stments,  Mtendere continue s  to
experience recurring s ewer
blockage s,  overf lows and
contamination nearly  a  decade later.

A MakanDay check found pers istent
water  and s ewerage chal lenge s  a long
J.  Muko Road and NRDC Road.
Kal iki l ik i  Ward Counci lor  Shadreck
Chimwanga said  the problem has
been ongoing for  more than four
years.

"We have had enough of  this
problem, engineers  at  Lusaka
Water,must  take proactive  measure s
to  f ind a  lasting solution, ' '  he  said.

Why the system is  fai l ing
Lusaka Water  attr ibute s  the
recurring fa i lure s  to  a  combination of
structural  and behavioural  chal lenge s
— including i l legal  structure s  bui lt
direct ly  over  s ewer l ine s,  b locked
acce ss  to  manhole s,  vandal is ed or
miss ing manhole  covers,  and s ewer
l ine s  la id  under  road centrel ine s,
which make s  them highly  vulnerable
during roadworks.

“Given that  many manhole s  s it  on the
road centrel ine,  the  l ikel ihood of
manhole s  being r ipped,  expos ed,  or
damaged is  extremely  high,  even
under wel l -planned and properly
supervis ed road maintenance
operations,” said  Pamela Kas e s e
Bwalya,  Chief  Executive  Off icer
(CEO) of  Mil lennium Chal lenge
Account–Zambia II .  “The s e
disturbance s  often re sult  in  debris
entering the s ewer network,  leading
to blockage s  and choking of  the
system.’’

Behavioural  factors  a lso  play a  major
role.  The s e  include re s idents
dumping sol id  waste  into  toi lets,
us ing inactive  s ewer connections  to
f lush stormwater  into  the system, and
dome stic  waste  entering manhole s
due to  vandal ism.

Bwalya,  who also  s erved as  CEO of
the completion agency and oversaw
the f inal isation of  works  after  the
MCC Compact  c lo s ed in  2018,
clar i f ied  that  there  are  no ongoing or
planned remedial  works  supported by
MCC or  MCA-Zambia.  

She c lar i f ied  that  there  are  no
ongoing or  planned remedial  works
supported by MCC or  MCA-Zambia,
s ince  a l l  ass ets  were handed over  to
LWSC at  compact  c lo sure.  However,
LWSC has  introduced s everal
measure s:

Routine s ewer maintenance and
jetting

Rapid re spons e teams addre ss ing
spi l lage s  within 24 hours

Community  s ensitisation
campaigns  with Lusaka City
Counci l

Manhole  s ecurity  improvements

Targeted rehabi l itation of  high-
r isk  s ewer l ine s

Coordination with LCC
contractors  to  minimis e  damage
during roadworks.

Lusaka Water  Publ ic  Relations
Off icer  Ruth Mulenga added that
i l legal  construction of  hous e s  and
shops  over  s ewer l ine s  has  wors ened
blockage s  and s everely  l imited acce ss
for  repair  teams.

Fear as  the rains  approach
With the rainy s eason approaching,
re s idents  brace  for  wors ening
conditions.

“For us,  the  rains  don’t  br ing re l ie f,
they bring fear,” said  re s ident  Angela
Mande.  “People  must  learn to  us e
toi lets  properly,  ye s.  But  authoritie s
also  need to  f ix  this  once and for
al l .”

For now, the community  remains
caught  between fa i l ing
infrastructure,  poor  planning,  and
institutional  gaps  — with no peace in
s ight.

Gibson is  an intern at  MakanDay
under the Free Press Init iat ive’s
Journalism Graduate Internship
Programme, which aims to
promote excellence in journalism.
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Why Chapter One Has Joined the LAZ Peti t ion Against
the Cyber Crimes Act
By Linda Soko Tembo Sections  19(1)(a),  21 and 22,

which addre ss  deceptive
electronic  communication,
disc losure of  inve stigative
information,  harassment  and
onl ine humil iation.

Sections  24(1)(b),  27(2),  28,
29,  30,  31 and 32,  which cover
cyber-terrorism, s earch and
s eizure  powers,  forfe iture  of
property,  ass istance to  law
enforcement,  and the
pre s ervation,  disc losure and
col lection of  traf f ic  data.

Story from page 1

Chapter  One Foundation has  jo ined
the Law Association of  Zambia
(LAZ) in  petitioning the High Court,
arguing that  the newly enacted Cyber
Crime s Act  grants  the state  exce ss ive
survei l lance powers  that  threaten
privacy and freedom of  expre ss ion.

Several  of  the s e  provis ions  g ive  law
enforcement  wide powers,  including
the abi l ity  to:

Critic s  argue that  the s e  powers
enable  broad state  survei l lance and
could be  us ed to  intimidate  activ ists,
journal ists  and other  diss enting
voice s.
Chapter  One Foundation contends
that  the chal lenged provis ions
violate,  or  are  l ikely  to  v io late,
constitutional ly  protected r ights,
including:

The organisation says  the s e
provis ions  could impede its  human-
rights  work and be us ed to  s i lence
activ ists,  journal ists  and other  c iv ic
voice s  onl ine.

The High Court  has  granted Chapter
One Foundation leave to  jo in  the
petition,  which chal lenge s  s everal
s ections  of  the  Cyber  Crime s  Act  No.
4 of  2025.

According to  court  f i l ings,  the
petition argue s  that  parts  of  the  Act
may violate  constitutional ly
protected r ights,  including the r ight
to  pr ivacy,  freedom of  expre ss ion,
and media  freedom.

Chapter  One Foundation,  a longside
four other  c iv i l  soc iety  organisations:
the Al l iance for  Community  Action,
Bloggers  of  Zambia,  GEARS
Initiative  Zambia,  and the People’s
Action for  Accountabi l ity  and Good
Governance,  f irst  chal lenged the
constitutional ity  of  the  Cyber
Security  and Cyber  Crime s  Act  No.  2
of  2021 in  Apri l  2021.  Their  petition
fol lowed wide spread concerns  rais ed
after  Parl iament  pass ed the or ig inal
law under  an expedited consultative
proce ss.

When the United Party  for  National
Development (UPND) assumed of f ice
in  August  2021,  it  p ledged to  amend
the law to  addre ss  the human-rights
concerns  rais ed by stakeholders.  This
re sulted in  two new legis lative
instruments,  the  Cyber  Security  Bi l l
and the Cyber  Crime s  Bi l l ,  which
pass ed their  third readings  in  March
2025 and were enacted on 12 May
2025,  repeal ing the 2021 Act.

However,  the adoption of  the  new
cyber  laws did  not  quel l  publ ic
anxiety.  On 11 July  2025,  LAZ
petitioned the High Court,  s eeking
the removal  of  provis ions  it  bel ieve s
are  inconsistent  with the
Constitution.  Chapter  One
Foundation subs equently  appl ied to
join the cas e,  and on 3 October
2025,  the High Court  granted the
organisation leave to  partic ipate.

In its  af f idavit,  the  Foundation
argue s  that  the Cyber  Crime s  Act  No.
4 of  2025 “direct ly  interfere s  with
its  operations,  including its  freedom
of  expre ss ion and its  abi l ity  to  defend
human r ights  or  promote
accountabi l ity  onl ine,” and that  it
wi l l  therefore  be  direct ly  af fected by
the outcome of  the  matter.

The petition chal lenge s  s everal
s ections  of  the  Cyber  Crime s  Act,
including:

Sections  3,  5,  6,  9,  10 and 11,
which create  of fence s  re lated to
unauthoris ed acce ss  to  computer
systems,  poss e ss ion and
disc losure of  data,  system
interference,  and the recording of
private  conversations.

Search and s e ize  e lectronic
device s  (Section 27)

Forfeit  property  l inked to
suspected of fence s  (Section 28)

Compel  individuals  or
organisations  to  provide acce ss  to
computer  systems or  ass ist
inve stigations  (Section 29)

Pre s erve,  disc los e  or  col lect  traf f ic
data,  including through ex-parte
court  appl ications  (Sections  30–32)

The r ight  to  pr ivacy

Protection from deprivation of
property

Freedom of  expre ss ion—including the
rights  to  hold  opinions,  receive  and
impart  information,  and pre ss
freedom.

The High Court  i s  expected to  s et
hearing date s.  The outcome of  the
cas e  i s  l ikely  to  have far-reaching
impl ications  for  pre ss  freedom,
digita l  r ights  and the regulation of
onl ine  space s  in  Zambia.
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By Kingsley Kaswende

Teachers in  Vicious Circle  of  Debt
Civi l  servants,  especial ly  teachers,  are taking on more debt  than they can afford and gett ing themselves  into a  f inancial
mess

Money is  a  scarce  commodity  for
many people.  I t  doe s  not  matter  how
hard someone works,  there  a lways
s eems to  be  a  need for  more cash.

It  was  agreed that  people  should be
al lowed to  borrow but  they must
remain with at  least  40% of  their
salar ie s.  We are  now coming up with
measure s  to  s ee  how thos e  who have
over-borrowed are  helped to  come
out  of  the  debt  trap.” 

It  was  not  poss ible  to  get  of f ic ia l  up-
to-date  records  at  the  Publ ic  Service
Management  Divis ion -  which
prepare s  c iv i l  s ervants  payrol l  -  on
how much of  this  f igure  i s  made up
of  c iv i l  s ervant  debt  de spite  s everal
attempts.  However,  source s  within
indicated that  there  are  current ly
over  90,000 c iv i l  s ervants,
e special ly  teachers,  from whom loan
deductions  are  being made.  The total
monthly  deductions  from civi l
s ervants  to  microf inance
institutionsare  in  the region of  K60
bi l l ion,  source s  said.

One way people  plug their  f inancial
hole s  i s  by  obtaining loans.  In
Zambia,  the  recent  prol i feration of
microf inance institutions  i s  evidence
that  there  are  more people
borrowing than ever  before.  When
wel l  us ed,  loans  solve  f inancial
problems,  and encourage inve stment
and productiv ity.  But,  when
mismanaged,  they can be a  source  of
f inancial  woe -  as  many Zambian
civi l  s ervants  are  f inding out.

Microf inance institutions  have been
targeting salar ied employee s  such as
c iv i l  s ervants  becaus e their  s ecured
income means there  i s  le ss  r isk  of
them defaulting on repayments.
There are  approximately  140,000
employee s  in  the Zambia publ ic
s ervice,  including 90,000 teachers,
20,000 health workers,  12,000
pol ice  and 8,000 in  the agriculture
s ector  so  c iv i l  s ervants  are
potentia l ly  a  big  market  for  lenders.
The re sult  of  this  i s  that  many
government employee s  are  now
shackled with debt,  not  only  with
microf inance companie s  but  a lso
with banks  and shops.  

Teachers  in  particular  appear  to  be
highly  indebted.  Education minister
Dr John Phir i  says  the majority  of
the country’s  90,000 teachers  are  in
debt  and,  as  a  re sult,  their
productiv ity  at  work is
deter iorating.  Stre ss ed by their
f inancial  problems,  teachers  are
concentrating on f inding ways  to
repay their  loans  rather  than on
teaching,  which is  contr ibuting to
the poor  qual ity  of  education in  the
country.

Dr Phir i  sa id  in  an interview with
The B&R: “The teaching s ervice  has
90,000 teachers  most  of  whom are
heavi ly  indebted.  The exact
statistic s  are  not  known but  our
hunch te l l s  us  the  problem is
wide spread.  Indebtedne ss  br ings
about  so  many emotional  problems
and employee s  don’t  concentrate  on
work.”

Dominic  Hamooba Kamangu,  a
teacher  bas ed in  Lusaka,  says
indebtedne ss  has  af fected many
teachers.

“A big  problem that  i s  k i l l ing  us  as
teachers  i s  loans.  Teachers  are  the
ever-faithful  customers  of  lending
institutions….A large  number of
teachers  get  loans  to  us e  on
l iabi l itie s  and not  on ass ets.  Most  of
us  get  loans  for  consumption not
inve stment.  We get  loans  to  pay
other  loans.  We buy luxurious  cars
for  ours elve s  that  we even end up
not  dr iv ing becaus e we are  broke;
we don’t  have money for  s ervic ing
and fuel,”  he said.

The Zambia National  Union of
Teachers  (ZNUT) says  it  i s  aware
that  there  are  teachers  whos e net
salar ie s  are  negative  – ie  they have
to repay more each month on their
loans  than they earn -  becaus e they
have over-borrowed.

ZNUT general  s ecretary Newman
Bubala  said:  “This  problem was
identi f ied  a  few years  ago and we
had a  discuss ion with the Publ ic
Service  Management  Divis ion to  s ee
how be st  it  would be  re solved.  

The 2010 auditor  general’s  report
reveals  that  this  40% thre shold
agreement  i s  not  being implemented
faithful ly,  a  s ituation that  has
compounded the problem.

“Contrary to  a  Publ ic  Service
Management  Divis ion Circular  No.
B.19 of  2007 that  stipulate s  that  the
net  pay of  an employee,  after
deductions,  should not  be  le ss  than
40% of  the  basic  sa lary,  a  review of
the employee s’  paysl ip s  revealed
that  76 employee s  who were paid
loans  earl ier  had obtained additional
loans  from the ministry  re sulting in
their  net  pay being below the 40%,”
the report  said.

It  appears  that  c iv i l  s ervants  are
borrowing from multiple  source s
and,  come pay day,  are  not  le f t  with
much.  With l itt le  sa lary  le ft  over  to
pay for  dai ly  needs,  their  only
option is  to  f ind other  lending
source s,  leading them into  a  v ic ious
circ le  of  debt.

Webster  Mate,  s ecretary of  the
Association of  Microf inance
Institutions  of  Zambia (AMIZ),
regrets  that  the problem has  been
permitted to  get  to  this  stage.  “The
problem was identi f ied  in  2010 as
being s er ious.  I t ’s  a  p ity  that  it  was
al lowed to  grow to  this  level,”  he
said.

Unti l  the  l iberal isation of  the
banking s ector  in  the 1990s,  credit
f inance in  Zambia was dominated by
s everal  large  publ ic  s ector
institutions.  However,  unsustainable
busine ss  practice s  led  to  the c lo sure
of  the s e  institutions  throughout  the
decade,  making way for  the
emergence of  microf inance
institutions.

A few microf inance institutions
sprung up at  that  time but  there  was
no regulation governing them. On
January 30,  2006,  the Banking and
Financial  Service s  (Microf inance)
Regulations  became law, with the
intention of  propel l ing  the s ector  to
maturity.  According to  AMIZ, there
are  now 25 registered microf inance
institutions  but  there  could be  as
many as  60 players  in  the industry.

A recent  country survey by
mftransparency.org  shows that  of
the 25 of f ic ia l  microf inance
institutions,  84% are payrol l -bas ed
consumer lenders,  accounting for
92% of  the  s ector’s  total  ass ets.

“This  r is e  in  microf inance
institutions  targeting salar ied
employee s  has  changed the structure
of  the  industry  s igni f icant ly  and has
been an unantic ipated cons equence
of  the  regulations.

There has  been a  r is e  in  the level  of
personal  indebtedne ss,  leading to
concerns  about  how to  encourage
re sponsible  lending,” the survey
stated.

Data from 2007 shows that  the
overal l  reach of  the  microf inance
s ector  was approximately  120,000
people  with a  total  loan amount of
about  K98.5 bi l l ion,  a lthough it  i s
l ikely  to  be  considerably  larger
today.  

One microf inance institution,
Bayport,  says  about  20% of  its
c l ients  are  c iv i l  s ervants  who l ive  in
rural  v i l lage s.  The company said
that  30% to 40% of  the s e  take out
loans  to  pay for  education and 20%
to fund home improvements.
According to  Bayport’s  website,  the
re st  of  the  loans  s erve various
functions,  including funding smal l
busine ss e s  and consol idating more
expensive  debt.

“Bayport’s  loans  range in  s ize  from
just  US$20 (K103,500) up to
US$1,500 (K7.8 mil l ion).  The
average loan issued is  US$250 (K1.3
mil l ion),  which is  no smal l  amount
considering that  a  teacher  in  Zambia
earns  just  US$ 200 (K1 mil l ion) per
month.  Annual  intere st  i s  between
70% and 90%. The microf inance
institutions’  repayment  terms range
from one to  36 months  and
repayment rate s  are  high (96.5% in
Zambia),” the company said.

The Competition and Consumer
Protection Commiss ion (CCPC)
attr ibute s  the problem to  the lack of
f inancial  education in  Zambia.

CCPC publ ic  re lations  of f icer
Hanford Chaaba said:  “As a
commiss ion,  we have received
[reports  of  indebtedne ss]  in  the
recent  past  and,  from our
inve stigations  and ass e ssments,  most
of  the s e  cas e s  bordered on f inancial
i l l iteracy on the part  of  the
borrowers.  The Commiss ion
discovered that  borrowers  do not
understand the terms and conditions
of  the  f inancial  agreement  they go
into,  and this  i s  a  source  of  concern
to the Commiss ion.”

Perhaps  the new f inancial  education
strateg y which was launched in  July
by the Bank of  Zambia wi l l  help.
The strateg y is  a  f ive-year  US$15
mil l ion (K77.7 bi l l ion) project
aimed at  galvaniz ing existing
initiative s  that  target  educating
citizens  in  f inancial  matters.  The
strateg y hope s  to  improve knowledge
of  f inance,  which wi l l  hopeful ly  lead
Zambians  to  save money,  budget
correct ly  and plan their  expenditure
more careful ly.  I t  wi l l  a lso  teach
people  about  f inancial  s ervice s  such
as  loans,  banking and insurance.
The strateg y is  comprehensive  in  its
de s ign and scope:  it  wi l l  cover
chi ldren,  the youth in  tertiary
institutions,  adults  in  their  work
place s  as  wel l  as  the  general  publ ic.  

Meanwhile,  AMIZ says  it  wi l l
encourage its  members  to  retrain
staf f  who handle  credit  analys is .  

“More time should be  g iven to
analys ing credit  r isk.  In  the
newspapers  there  are  so  many
adverts  about  reposs e ss ions.  There’s
a  need to  check the way people
qual i fy  for  loans,” AMIZ’s  Mr Mate
said.

The story f irst  appeared in  the 2012 edition of  the  Bul letin  & Record magazine.
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However,  the  company has  s ince
expanded aggre ss ively,  with minimal
regulatory re straint.

“Farming is  my l i fe.  That  i s  how I
rais ed my family.  After  our  f ie lds
were de stroyed,  they gave me
K3,000.  Even people  in  of f ice s
re spected the income we us ed to
make.  But  now we are  suf fer ing,” he
said.

Toxic Injust ice:  “They Forced Us Out and Fenced
the Land” — Inside the Luela Stream Disaster
By Linda Soko Tembo

In March this  year,  authoritie s
found Rong xing,  a  Chine s e-owned
mining company,  gui lty  of  fa i l ing  to
prevent  an acid  leak into  the Luela
stream — a tr ibutary of  the  Kafue
River,  one of  Zambia’s  major  water
source s.  The leak,  which fo l lowed a
tai l ings  dam fai lure,  af fected more
than 200 farmers.  Yet  for  the
famil ie s  who depend on the stream,
the government’s  action brought
l itt le  comfort.

Before  the pol lution disaster,  the
Luela  farming block in  Kalulushi
Distr ict  was  a  v ibrant  agricultural
zone,  sustaining hous eholds  through
vegetable  and crop production.  The
area s its  in  the same distr ict  where
another  Chine s e-owned company,
Sino Metals,  caus ed a  s eparate
environmental  d isaster,  rais ing
concerns  about  a  pattern of
regulatory fa i lure s  on the
Copperbelt.

Farmers  say the land that  fed them
for  generations  i s  s lowly dying,
poisoned by pol lution from
Rong xing’s  proce ss ing plant  in
Sabina along Muful ira  Road.

Today,  stunted crops,  barren f ie lds,
and r is ing health fears  te l l  the  story
of  a  community  pushed to  the brink
— yet  meaningful  action to  stop the
contamination remains  abs ent.

A farming community in  decl ine

A MakanDay inve stigation found
that  s ince  Rong xing began
operations  in  2017,  more than 50
farmers  lo st  their  land to  the
company without  adequate
compensation.  Farmers  who retained
some land say their  f ie lds  were later
contaminated by acidic  waste,
leaving the soi l  inferti le.
They say land that  once produced
maize,  carrots  and sugarcane now
re s emble s  a  wasteland.  Although
l ime was later  appl ied to  neutral is e
the pol lution,  farmers  report  that  it
has  made l itt le  d i f ference.

“Farming is  our  l i fe,  but  now the
land is  s lowly dying,  and the same
pol luted water  i s  what  traders  us e  to
wash the carrots,  cabbage,  rape,
tomatoe s,  and other  crops  they buy
from us,” said  one farmer,  who
reque sted anonymity.

Another  ins ider  famil iar  with
environmental  operations  in  the area
said  the company had been pol luting
the Luela  stream for  years.

According to  the source,  pol lution
incidents,  whether  in  water,  dust,  or
air  — are  often dismiss ed as  fa l l ing
within “acceptable  l imits”.

Re sidents  now que stion whether
water  qual ity  in  the stream is
independently  monitored,  and
whether  any overs ight  exists  beyond
paperwork

A project  that  grew beyond its
promis e s

The source  further  revealed that
Rong xing initia l ly  acquired a  smal l
plot  of  about  f ive  acre s,  roughly  the
s ize  of  three  footbal l  p itche s,  from a
local  couple.  He al lege s  that  during
the Environmental  Impact
Ass e ssment  (EIA),  the company
assured the community  it  would not
expand nor  pol lute  the stream or
surrounding environment.

“From a layman’s  perspective,  the
location is  que stionable.  The
distance between the rai l  l ine  and
the stream is  too narrow for
industr ia l  activ ity,” the source  said.

Initia l ly  registered as  a  smal l-scale
operation,  Rong xing reportedly
obtained multip le  Environmental
Project  Briefs  (EPBs),  a l lowing it
to  enlarge its  operations  beyond its
or ig inal  approval.

Farmers  a l lege  that  s ince  2020,  the
company has  of fered compensation
each time the stream is  pol luted,  a
cycle  they de scr ibe  as  inadequate,
inconsistent  and unethical .

A ZEMA media  statement  dated 16
October  2020 shows that  the r idge
of  the  tai l ings  dam at  the  Rong xin
Inve stments  p lant  col laps ed on 15
October,  re sulting in  an abnormal
discharge of  s lurry  ef f luent  into  the
Luela  Stream.

Prel iminary inve stigations  by ZEMA
inspectors  conf irmed that  large
volume s of  ta i l ings  had entered the
waterway.  As  an immediate
enforcement  action,  the agency
ordered the company to  suspend
operations,  undertake c lean-up and
re storation works  a long the af fected
stretch of  the  stream, and submit  a
detai led remediation plan.

“They forced us  out  and fenced the
land”
One of  the  af fected farmers,  Febby
Chewe,  said  that  after  ac id
de stroyed her  f ie ld,  the  company
took over  the land entire ly.

“We us ed the stream to  irr igate  our
gardens.  After  the pol lution
incident,  they forced us  out  and
fenced the land.  They only  gave me
K3,000 whi le  other  farmers  were
given 2000,7000,  1000 among
others.  I  us ed to  make K3000 every
week from farming,” she said.

Chewe added that  even aquatic  l i fe
has  vanished from the stream.

Another  farmer,  Ian Kapongolo,  a
father  of  nine,  expre ss ed s imi lar
disappointment.

Farmers  say they expected higher
compensation after  Copperbelt
Minister  El isha Matambo announced
that  payouts  would range from
K100,000 and above,  depending on
the s ize  of  land af fected.

Kapongolo  que stioned how such low
f igure s  were approved,  asking:  “Can
the government hone st ly  approve
that  people  be  g iven just  such kind
of  compensations?” 

Government response and ongoing
negotiat ions

Kalulushi  Distr ict  Commiss ioner
Jos eph Phir i  attr ibuted the
variations  in  compensation amounts
to  di f ference s  in  land s ize.

“Compensation depended on the
hectare s  each person was
cultivating.  Government of f icers
conducted ground ass e ssments  and
the company paid  according to  the
committee’s  report,” he said.

Phir i  added that,  in  his  v iew, the
matter  has  been re solved.

However,  Mal isa  and Partners  Legal
Practitioners,  who repre s ent  some
of  the 118 af fected re s idents  — say
there  i s  no court  cas e  yet  becaus e
discuss ions  with both the company
and the government are  sti l l
ongoing.

Lawyer Mehlul i  Mal isa  Batakathi
said  many af fected individuals  fee l
excluded from the compensation
proce ss.

 “Most  of  the  time,  compensation
package s  are  impos ed on them. They
are s imply  g iven money and asked to
s ign,” he said.

The company’s  defence

A source  within Rong xing said  the
company fo l lowed al l  required
environmental  procedure s  before
beginning operations  in  2017.  He
conf irmed that  heavy rains  in
December last  year  caus ed an
overf low from one of  the  dams,
re sulting in  waste  entering the
stream. 

https://www.facebook.com/zemazambia/posts/abnormal-discharge-of-tailings-into-luela-stream-at-rongxin-investments-limited-/1497594153784365/
https://www.facebook.com/zemazambia/posts/abnormal-discharge-of-tailings-into-luela-stream-at-rongxin-investments-limited-/1497594153784365/
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According to  the source,  the
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and other
government departments  ass e ss ed
the af fected f ie lds  and pre s ented a
compensation bi l l  o f  over  K2
mil l ion,  which the company paid.

De spite  the company ins isting it  has
met  its  obl igations,  farmers  say their
land remains  poisoned,  their  income
wiped out,  and the Luela  stream,
once the l i fe l ine  of  the  community,
now f lows with uncertainty.

Toxic Injust ice:  “They Forced Us Out  and Fenced the Land” — Inside the Luela St ream Disaster  Cont....

“ZEMA inspected the s ite  and
advis ed us  on remedial  measure s.
We immediately  appl ied l ime and
cleaned up the spi l l ,”  he  said.

The decis ion to  declare  the
Chawama parl iamentary s eat  vacant
fol lowing Tasi la  Lungu’s  prolonged
abs ence is  a  reminder  of  an often-
ignored principle  in  Zambia’s
democracy:  publ ic  of f ice  i s  a  duty,
not  a  tit le.

This  i s  healthy for  democracy.  What
matters  now is  consistency—the
same rule s  must  apply  to  a l l  MPs,
not  only  to  pol itical ly  expos ed
individuals.

For  many famil ie s,  the  spi l l  d id  not
just  de stroy crops;  it  de stroyed their
future.  And whi le  authoritie s  ins ist
the matter  i s  re solved,  re s idents  say
the soi l  te l l s  a  d i f ferent  story.

The source  a lso  c la imed that
members  of  the  community  had been
steal ing materia ls  from the dam
infrastructure,  which weakened the
structure  and contr ibuted to  the
overf low. He added that
mis information c irculating in  the
area had further  fuel led tensions
between the company and re s idents.  

“In March,  the Minister  of  Water
Development  and Sanitation,  Hon.
Col l ins  Nzovu,  v is ited the s ite  as
part  of  his  inspections  fo l lowing the
Sino Metals  incident.  He had
previously  v is ited our  company and
given recommendations.  

Rong xing Mineral  Proce ss ing Plant
repre s entative  De stiny Xiao decl ined
to comment further,  saying only  that
the company had compl ied with the
government’s  d irective  to
compensate  af fected farmers.  She
also  warned the reporter  that  legal
action would be  taken i f  what  she
de scr ibed as  “correct  information”
was not  publ ished.

A community st i l l  wait ing for
just ice

During his  v is it,  he  inspected the
dams,  including the s ection where
the breach had occurred,  and
obs erved trace s  of  the  earl ier  spi l l ,”
the source  said.

Lessons From Tasi la  Lungu’s  Loss  of  the Chawama Seat

While  the c ircumstance s  are
undeniably  s ensitive,  Ms.  Lungu is
in  South Afr ica  fo l lowing the death
of  her  father,  former Pre s ident
Edgar Lungu,  the law doe s  not  bend
for  individual  s ituations,  no matter
how emotional  they may be.
Parl iament’s  standing orders  on
abs enteeism are  c lear:  MPs are
elected to  repre s ent  constituencie s,
and prolonged abs ence without
of f ic ia l  leave r isks  depriving c itizens
of  their  voice  in  the National
Ass embly.

This  development  expos e s  deeper
issue s  that  have long troubled
Zambian pol itic s.

First,  the  blurred l ine  between
pol itical  pr iv i lege  and
accountabi l ity.  For  years,  pol itical
leaders  and their  famil ie s  have
operated with the bel ie f  that  rule s
are  negotiable.  Enforcing
abs enteeism rule s  marks  a  shi f t
toward stronger  institutional
disc ipl ine,  something the country
urgently  needs.

Second,  constituencie s  de s erve
active  repre s entation.  Whether  an
MP is  bereaved,  abroad,  or
overwhelmed with personal  matters,
the real ity  remains,  Chawama
re sidents  have gone months  without
ef fective  repre s entation.  Their
urgent  needs,  sanitation,  s ecurity,
youth unemployment,  cannot  be
paus ed to  f it  personal
c ircumstance s.

Third,  pol itic s  should not  revolve
around personal itie s.  Ms.  Lungu’s
s ituation highl ights  the  fragi l ity  of
pol itical  role s  gained through family
inf luence rather  than consistent
community  engagement.  Leadership
must  be  grounded in  s ervice,  not
pol itical  inheritance.

Fourth,  this  i s  an opportunity  for
Parl iament  to  ass ert  its e l f.  By
applying its  rule s,  Parl iament  i s
s ignal l ing  that  it  intends  to  uphold
standards  regardle ss  of  who is
involved.  

Last ly,  compass ion and
accountabi l ity  can coexist.  We can
acknowledge Ms.  Lungu’s  lo ss  whi le
also  recognis ing that  publ ic  role s
come with non-negotiable
re sponsibi l itie s.  Bereavement  i s
human; governance is  institutional.

Ultimately,  the  decis ion in  Chawama
s erve s  as  a  cautionary ta le,  publ ic
of f ice  demands pre s ence,
commitment,  and re spect  for  the
rule s,  regardle ss  of  one’s  surname or
pol itical  l ineage.

Comment
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