
TRUSTED. BOLD. INDEPENDENT ISSUE. NO 00703  -  09TH  OCTOBER 2025

1

MAKANDAY
weekly

See s tor y on page 7

Chama Diar y:  Chama Runs
on Black-Market  Fuel  as
District  Lacks Fi l l ing Stat ion
Chama, the large st  d istr ict  in  Eastern Province,  i s  hard
to acce ss  due to  poor  roads.  I t  has  only  one bank,  no
mobi le  network operators,  and cr itical ly,  no of f ic ia l
fuel ing station.  According to  Chama distr ict  counci l ’s
website,  it  covers  about  17,630 km² — more land than
any other  distr ict  in  the province.

The abs ence of  a  l icenced fuel ing station in  Chama
Distr ict,  Eastern Province,  has  forced re s idents  to  re ly
entire ly  on informal,  b lack-market  fuel  vendors  for  both
transport  and busine ss  needs.

Fuel  i s  so ld  in  20-l iter  containers  by street  vendors  who
source it  mainly  from neighboring Malawi,  where it  i s
cheaper,  or  from Lundazi  town.  Price s  f luctuate  sharply
—ranging from K60 to  K90 for  2.5 l iters,  and soaring to
as  much as  K150 during shortage s.

Alick Nkhata’s  Musical
Legacy

See s tor y on page 3

See story on page 8

Mines Are National Assets That
Must Benefit  Zambians — Banda
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The Team
who did
the
Alabuga
project

Elizabeth BanyiTabi  was reporting on
the growing de s ertion of
Cameroonian soldiers  to  Russ ia  when
the ZAM and NAIRE Alabuga project
came along,  focusing on Russian
recruitment  of  g ir ls  for  the  arms
industry.  As  a  NAIRE member
hers el f,  she  expanded her
inve stigation to  examine the deeper
motive s  dr iv ing not  only  soldiers  but
also  young people  across  Cameroon to
s eek e scape,  even i f  it  means going to
war in  a  foreign country.  Working
under conditions  of  oppre ss ion and
censorship,  BanyiTabi  has  publ ished
her  reporting in  out lets  including the
Cameroonian Guardian Post,  ZAM
Magazine,  and the Guardian (UK),
among others.

The transnational  inve stigation into
the recruitment  of  Afr ican young
women for  Russ ia’s  Alabuga drone
site  (s ee  l ink to  main story) was
conducted by inve stigative  journal ists
from s even Afr ican countrie s.  They
are featured below.

Beloved John covers  foreign and
diaspora issue s  for  Nigeria’s  leading
news platform, Premium Time s.
De spite  her  young age,  she has
already reported for  prominent
Nigerian media  out lets,  inc luding
Order  Paper,  the  country’s  foremost
independent  parl iamentary
monitoring organisation and pol icy
think tank,  as  wel l  as  the
International  Centre  for  Inve stigative
Reporting.

Charle s  Mafa began the inve stigation
in re spons e to  the mixed me ssaging
received by the publ ic  in  his  home
country,  Zambia,  caught  between an
intensive  propaganda campaign and
recruitment  dr ive  for  Alabuga on one
side,  and troubl ing international
reports  on the other.  He reached out
to  the Network of  Afr ican
Inve stigative  Reporters  and Editors
(NAIRE),  of  which he i s  a  member,
leading to  a  s even-country
col laborative  project.  In  his  day-to-
day work,  Mafa is  a  veteran
inve stigative  journal ist  and the co-
founder  and managing partner  of  the
MakanDay Zambia Centre  for
Inve stigative  Journal ism.  He has
worked with both Zambian and
international  media,  s erved as  a
mentor  for  BBC Media  Action,  and
received multip le  awards.

ZAM col laborated with Makanday on
the Alabuga project.

Samuel  Baker  Byansi  i s  an
inve stigative  journal ist,  human r ights
advocate,  and NAIRE member who
previously  worked in  Rwanda.  He
was forced to  leave the country under
the increasingly  oppre ss ive  rule  of
Paul  Kagame and later  authored
From Watchdogs  to  Traitors:  The
Le ss  You Know, The More You
Bel ieve,  an account  of  the  decl ine  of
Rwanda’s  media  landscape amid the
co-option,  intimidation,  and betrayal
of  journal istic  pr inciple s  that
accompanied Kagame’s  state  capture.
Now in exi le,  Byansi  continue s  to
inve stigate  the region from abroad.
He is  a lso  a  laureate  of  the  2025
Dif ference Day Honorary Tit le  for
Freedom of  Expre ss ion,  awarded by
Bruss els’  Free  Univers ity.

Emmanuel  Mutaiz ibwa’s  experience
spans  both journal ism and legal
re s earch.  A NAIRE member,  he  i s  a
journal ist  and lawyer by profe ss ion,
and has  s erved as  pol itical  editor  and
inve stigations  editor  at  Uganda’s
Nation Media  Group.  In  2019,  he co-
founded the East  Afr ican Centre  for
Inve stigative  Reporting,  where he i s
now Managing Partner.  His  artic le s
and f i lms have appeared in  South
Africa’s  Sunday Time s,  the
Organized Crime and Corruption
Reporting Project,  the  Institute  for
War and Peace Reporting,  Al
Jazeera,  Vice  Media  Group,  TRT
World,  The Guardian,  and ZAM.

Jos ephine Chinele  i s  a  multi -award-
winning inve stigative  journal ist  with
the Platform for  Inve stigative
Journal ism in  Malawi  and a  member
of  NAIRE. She is  a  two-time Pul itzer
reporting grantee  and a  former fe l low
at  the Los  Angele s  Time s.  Her work
focus e s  on the exploitation of  Afr ican
citizens,  as  wel l  as  i ssue s  of
oppre ss ion,  corruption,  and poor
governance.

Wil l iam Moige i s  a  journal ist  at  East
Afr ica’s  renowned media  hous e,
Afr ica  Uncensored.  Driven by a
“deep commitment  to  uncovering
truth and ampl i fy ing unheard
voice s,” as  he  de scr ibe s  it,  Moige
special i s e s  in  stor ie s  that  not  only
expos e  corruption and defend human
rights  but  a lso  inve stigate  and
chal lenge broken systems.  His
inve stigative  work earned him the
Outstanding Media  Security  and
Safety  Award in  Kenya in  2024.  Like
his  media  hous e,  Moige  bel ieve s
journal ism should not  only  inform
but a lso  ignite  change and improve
l ive s.

ZAM and Afr ica  Uncensored
partnered on the Alabuga project.

The project  was coordinated and
edited by Evelyn Groenink,
Inve stigations  Editor  at  ZAM.

De sign by Sky Walker

https://theguardianpostcameroon.com/
https://theguardianpostcameroon.com/
https://orderpaper.ng/
https://www.icirnigeria.org/
https://www.icirnigeria.org/
https://www.icirnigeria.org/
https://makanday.org/
https://x.com/NuriaStore/status/1897244608666755512
https://x.com/NuriaStore/status/1897244608666755512
https://x.com/NuriaStore/status/1897244608666755512
https://www.vub.be/en/news/vub-and-ulb-award-press-freedom-prize-exiled-rwandan-inve
https://www.vub.be/en/news/vub-and-ulb-award-press-freedom-prize-exiled-rwandan-inve
https://www.thekampalareport.com/tag/east-african-centre-for-investigative-reporting-ltd-eacir
https://www.thekampalareport.com/tag/east-african-centre-for-investigative-reporting-ltd-eacir
https://www.pijmalawi.org/
https://www.pijmalawi.org/
https://africauncensored.online/
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Explaining the fa l lout,  Andyford
Banda said  the disagreements  were
not  f inancial  but  aros e  from
irreconci lable  di f ference s  in  pol itical
approach and party-bui lding
strategie s.  While  acknowledging
Dol ika’s  extensive  banking
background,  he pointed to  his  own
decade- long pol itical  experience as  a
source  of  contrasting perspective s.

Mines Are National  Assets  That  Must  Benef i t  Zambians —
Banda

Pre sidentia l  hopeful  and former
ZCCM-IH Board Chairperson,  Dol ika
Banda,  says  Zambia must  begin to
treat  its  mine s  as  national  ass ets  that
belong to  the Zambian people.

She also  emphasis ed the importance
of  adhering to  development
agreements,  which she said  are
currently  being poorly  implemented.

By: Ennet y Munshya

Speaking on the Friday edition of
Radio  Phoenix’s  “Let  the People
Talk” programme, Banda obs erved
that  the bigge st  chal lenge fac ing the
country’s  mining s ector  i s  the  lack of
capacity  and f inancial  re source s  to
ful ly  exploit  its  mineral  wealth.

“It  i s  a  national  ass et,  it  i s  in
Zambian soi l .  I t  belongs  to  the
Zambian people.  We do not  have the
f inancial  wherewithal  to  be  able  to
take thos e  ass ets  out  of  the  ground
and make them marketable,” she
said.

Banda lamented Zambia’s  l imited
partic ipation and control  in  the
s ector,  stre ss ing the need for  c itizens
to  play a  leading role  in  the
ownership and management  of  mine s.
She further  underscored the
importance of  negotiating f irmly with
mining companie s  to  ensure that
Zambians  are  the true benef ic iar ie s
of  the  country’s  re source s.

“Zambia is  so  attractive  now.
Everybody wants  to  come and inve st
here.  But  why should we waive
certain taxe s? It  i s  l ike  a  br ide  who
is  so  attractive.  More men want  to
marry her,  so  you rais e  the bar  in
terms of  how much you are  going to
pay,  and who wil l  pay?” she
explained.

Banda argued that  there  are  multip le
ways  of  extracting value from mining
inve stors  beyond taxation.  She
recal led the Kaunda era,  when taxe s
were re latively  low but  mining
companie s  were sti l l  compel led to
bui ld  schools,  c l inics,  and roads.

However,  Banda’s  pol itical  journey
has  not  been without  s etbacks.
Recently,  her  antic ipated unvei l ing  as
pre s ident  of  the  People’s  Al l iance for
Change (PAC) fe l l  through after  last-
minute  disagreements  with party
leader  Andyford Banda.  The
announcement  was expected at  PAC’s
s econd convention,  but  Dol ika was
abs ent  from the panel,  and Andyford
Banda was instead re-elected
unoppos ed across  a l l  ten province s.

2026 National  Budget  Priorit ises  CDF, Jobs,  and Economic Resi l ience

By Linda Soko Tembo

The Finance and National  Planning
Minister,  Dr.  Situmbeko
Musokotwane,  unvei led the 2026
national  budget  amounting to  over
K253 bi l l ion,  with a  pledge to
accelerate  job creation,
infrastructure development,  and
economic  re s i l ience

To support  grassroots  development,
Dr.  Musokotwane announced an
increas e  in  the Constituency
Development Fund (CDF) to  K6.2
bi l l ion.  This  translate s  to  K40
mil l ion per  constituency,  up from
K36.1 mil l ion in  2025—an increment
of  K3.9 mil l ion per  constituency.

Pre s enting the budget  on Friday,  26
September,  under  the theme
“Consol idating Economic  and Social
Gains  Towards  a  Prosperous,
Re si l ient  and Equitable  Zambia”,  Dr.
Musokotwane said  the f i scal  p lan
aims to  bui ld  on recent  progre ss
whi le  steer ing the country towards
inclus ive  and sustained growth.  He
emphasis ed government’s
commitment  to  grow the economy to
levels  not  s een before,  de spite  shocks
such as  COVID-19 and the 2024
drought.

He projected economic  growth at  6.4
percent  in  2026,  compared to  an
average of  5.2 percent  over  the past
four  years.  Inf lation has  dropped
from 16.7 percent  in  2024 to  12.3
percent,  with expectations  of  fa l l ing
further  into  the Bank of  Zambia’s  6–
8 percent  target  range.  He also  noted
that  the Kwacha appreciated by 14.7
percent  this  year,  dr iven by increas ed
mining foreign exchange inf lows and
a tight  monetary pol icy  stance.
“Inf lation has  decl ined to  12.3
percent  this  month.  This  largely
ref lects  lower food price s  due to  the
bumper maize  harve st  of  3.7 mi l l ion
metric  tonne s,  appreciation of  the
Kwacha,  reduced fuel  pr ice s,  and the
impact  of  the  tight  monetary pol icy
stance,” he said.

Dr.  Musokotwane highl ighted growth
in key s ectors  such as  mining,
agriculture,  energ y,  education,  and
health.  Copper  output  ros e  to
820,676 metric  tonne s  in  2024,  with
the country targeting one mi l l ion
tonne s  in  2025 and a  long-term goal
of  three  mi l l ion tonne s  annual ly  by
2031.

In agriculture,  a  bumper maize
harve st  of  3.7 mi l l ion tonne s  was
recorded in  the 2024/2025 farming
s eason.  Government now plans  to
rais e  maize  production to  10 mil l ion
tonne s,  focusing on export-oriented
surplus.

In the energ y s ector,  inve stment  in
solar  and thermal  power is  being
accelerated to  addre ss  drought-
induced e lectr ic ity  shortage s.  An
additional  1,800 megawatts  i s
expected by 2026,  with non-hydro
source s  projected to  account  for  33
percent  of  generation capacity.

Since 2022,  government has
recruited 42,000 teachers  and
18,000 health workers.  In  2026,  an
additional  3,500 teachers  and 2,500
health workers  wi l l  be  employed.
Drug avai labi l ity  in  publ ic  fac i l itie s
has  improved to  90 percent,  whi le
more than 280 health fac i l itie s  have
been completed.

The health s ector  has  been al located
K26.2 bi l l ion (10.3% of  the  budget),
including K6.4 bi l l ion for  drug
procurement—a 30 percent  increas e
from 2025 to  cover  gaps  le ft  by
withdrawn donor support.

Story from page i

https://www.bloomberg.com/.../russia-expands-outreach-for...
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2026 National  Budget  Priorit ises  CDF, Jobs,  and Economic Resi l ience Cont..

Dr.  Musokotwane c ited Zambia’s
succe ssful  re structuring of  94
percent  of  e l ig ible  external  debt
under  the G20 Common Framework.
He also  stre ss ed new prior itie s,
including inve stment  in  green energ y,
carbon markets,  and sustainable
agriculture,  a longside  measure s  to
combat  plastic  pol lution and curb the
i l legal  us e  of  mercury in  mining.

On social  protection,  the Social  Cash
Transfer  programme wil l  reach 1.5
mil l ion hous eholds  in  2026,  whi le
more than 2.4 mi l l ion people  have
already benef ited from the drought-
re spons e Cash-for-Work programme.

The K253.1 bi l l ion budget  repre s ents
27.4 percent  of  GDP, with K206.5
bi l l ion expected from dome stic
revenue and K12.1 bi l l ion from
grants.  The remainder—K34.5
bi l l ion—wil l  be  f inanced through
dome stic  and external  borrowing.  A
signi f icant  share wi l l  go  to  debt
s ervic ing:  K52 bi l l ion for  dome stic
debt  and K21.7 bi l l ion for  external
repayments.

While  noting progre ss,  he  cautioned
that  unemployment,  poverty,  and
productiv ity  gaps  remain pre ss ing.

“Development has  no f inishing l ine.
Now is  the  time to  push the country
to  the next  level,”  he said.

The Minis ter  of  Finance and Nat ional
Planning Dr.  Si t umbeko Musokot wane

Harassment,  Cover-Ups, and Briber y in Mult i-Bil l ion Kwacha Finance Ministr y
Scandal
By Charles Mafa

The Anti-Corruption Commiss ion
(ACC) continue s  to  delay pros ecution
in what  appears  to  be  a  cover-up
involving of f ic ia ls  who e scaped arre st
in  the theft  of  over  a  bi l l ion kwacha
in publ ic  funds  at  the  Ministry  of
Finance.  In  the meantime,  the
whist leblower,  Grandy Ntumbo,
remains  a  target  of  ongoing
victimisation.
A 2019 special  audit  into  the
Ministry  of  General  Education,  led
by Ntumbo,  a  Principal  Internal
Auditor  in  the Ministry  of  Finance,
uncovered a  f ive-year  payrol l  fraud
scheme worth over  K2 mil l ion within
the Zambia Educational  Projects
Implementation Unit  (ZEPIU), a long
with other  major  f inancial
irregularitie s.
The audit  a lso  revealed the misus e  of
K500,000 from the World Bank-
funded Zambia Education
Enhancement  Project  (ZEEP) and
overwhelming evidence from the
Treasury Single  Account  (TSA) and
the Integrated Financial  Management
System (IFMIS),  pointing to
wide spread f inancial  misconduct  in
both ZEEP and the Keeping Gir ls  in
School  (KGS) initiative.  Numerous
staf f  members  received irregular
al lowance s.
Further  inve stigations  revealed
unauthoris ed withdrawals  from
government accounts  and breache s  of
a  pre s identia l  d irective  prohibiting
travel  by  directors,  ministers,  and
permanent  s ecretarie s  without
Cabinet  approval.
As  Ntumbo pursued the cas e  and
engaged with the ACC, deeper
inquir ie s  expos ed a  far-reaching
corruption and money laundering
network rooted in  the Ministry  of
Finance.  The scheme extended to  the
Auditor  General’s  Off ice  and key
institutions,  including the Drug
Enforcement  Commiss ion (DEC).
For example,  over  a  span of  30 years,
more than 200 government of f ic ia ls
partic ipated in  systematic
embezzlement,  s iphoning funds  dai ly
and weekly  through treasury
accounts  and government loan and
inve stment  accounts.
The f inancial  misconduct  within the
f inance ministry  involved the
embezzlement  of  over  K1 bi l l ion from
the state  treasury through f ictitious
al lowance s  and a  f ive-year  payrol l
fraud.

De spite  multip le  reque sts  by
MakanDay,  the ACC has  yet  to
provide an update  on the arre sts  of
18 of f ic ia ls,  inc luding the Permanent
Secretary at  the  Ministry  of  Finance,
the Accountant  General,  and the
Control ler  of  Internal  Audit.
However,  in  a  rare  statement  during
its  third-quarter  media  brief ing on
October  25,  2023,  the ACC said  that
“inve stigations  into  a l legations  of
corruption against  Ministry  of
Finance of f ic ia ls  are  a lmost
concluded,  and the Commiss ion wi l l
advis e  on the next  cours e  of  action.”

MakanDay Centre  for  Inve stigative
Journal ism take s  a  c lo s er  look at  this
large-scale  theft  and the ongoing
victimisation of  whist leblower,
Ntumbo.  His  ef forts  to  expos e
corruption have led to  s evere
reprisals,  including suspension and
removal  from the payrol l .  S ince
2021,  he has  faced pers istent
pers ecution from ministry  of f ic ia ls
who have evaded arre st.
Timeline of  Key Events
December 2019

Joyce Sundano Phir i ,  the
Control ler  of  Internal  Audit,
forms a  team of  Forensic  Internal
Auditors  to  inve stigate  a l legations
of  large-scale  money laundering
and corruption at  the  Ministry  of
General  Education (MoGE)
fol lowing intel l igence reports
about  s igni f icant  theft  of  publ ic
funds,  corruption,  and money
laundering activ itie s.
The probe focus e s  on the
Treasury Single  Account  (TSA)
and donor funds  from the World
Bank,  particular ly  within the
Zambia Education Enhancement
Project,  Keeping Gir ls  in  School,
and the Zambia Educational
Projects  Implementation Unit.
Audit  ver i f ication begins  in
Central  Province Provincial
Education Off ice.

Februar y/March 2020

Ms Phir i ,  appoints  Ntumbo as  the
team leader  of  the  forensic
internal  auditors.

May 2020

Control ler  of  Internal  Audit,
Phir i ,  i s  replaced by Chibwe
Mulonda.

June 20, 2020

Ntumbo is  of fered a  br ibe.

State  s ecurity  agencie s  gather
crucial  evidence of  the  bribe
related to  fa ls i fy ing the audit
report,  s ecure the evidence,  and
obtain a  statement  regarding the
bribe  and the audit  f indings.
Ntumbo reports  the  bribery
attempt to  his  superiors—
Assistant  Director  of  the
Special i s ed Audit  Department
David Kajokoto,  Ass istant
Director  Ndalama Chi lumba,
Director  of  the  Special i s ed Audit
Department  Nora Mwila
Sichi longo,  and Control ler  of
Internal  Audit  Chibwe Mulonda—
as wel l  as  to  the Anti-Corruption
Commiss ion (ACC).

September 2020: Attempts  to
Recover Seized Evidence

The ACC s eize s  the K5,000 bribe
in Ntumbo’s  account.

A Ministry  of  General  Education
off ic ia l  from the Provincial
Education Off ice  in  Kabwe,  who
had deposited the bribe  into
Ntumbo’s  account,  cal l s  him,
attempting to  retr ieve the
documents  that  were s e ized by the
ACC along with the bribe  money.

The Permanent  Secretary in  the
Ministry  of  Finance write s  to  the
Control ler  of  Internal  Audit,
reque sting acce ss  to  the
documents  Ntumbo had s igned for
as  forensic  evidence.

December 2020: ACC contacts
Ntumbo and instructs  him to
surrender documents  to  ACC.

Ntumbo re sponds in  writing,
stating that  accepting the bribe
would have been a  cr iminal
of fence and that  the documents
were s e ized by the ACC as
evidence in  an ongoing
inve stigation.

Victimisation of  Ntumbo by
superiors  at  the  Ministry  of
Finance begins.  This  included
various  actions,  such as
withholding work ass ignments,
transferr ing him from the
Forensic  Audit  Unit  to  the
Revenue Audit  Unit,  and
ass igning him junior  of f icers  to
supervis e.

The ACC begins  col laborating
with the Ministry  to  safeguard
Ntumbo.
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Februar y 2021: ACC Attempts  to
Retrieve Key Documents

Harassment,  Cover-Ups,  and Bribery in  Multi-Bi l l ion Kwacha Finance Ministry  Scandal  Con.. . .

An ACC Off icer  approache s
Control ler  of  Internal  Audit,
with a  s earch warrant  to  s e ize
documents  obtained by Ntumbo
from the MOGE Provincial
Education Off ice  and the
Forensic  Audit  Report  for  the
2019 inve stigation.

The attempt to  s e ize  the
documents  fa i l s .

ACC arrange s  for  Ntumbo to
voluntari ly  surrender  the
documents  he  obtained from
MOGE PEO in Kabwe.

Ntumbo compl ie s,  and the ACC
issue s  an acknowledgment.

De spite  the ACC issuing a  caveat
to  protect  Ntumbo,  the Ministry
of  Finance refus e s  to  a l low him
to operate  from its  of f ice s.

August  2021: ACC Warns Against
Interference in Invest igat ions

The Ministry  c la ims that  Ntumbo’s
transfer  to  We stern Province was
routine,  but  acknowledge s  that  he
never  reported to  the new station,
c iting v ictimisation.

May/June 2021: ACC Invest igates
Ntumbo’s Vict imisation

Overwhelmed by Control ler  of
Internal  Audit’s  pers istent
attempts  to  retr ieve the s e ized
documents,  the  ACC summons
Ntumbo for  an interview to
e stabl ish the extent  of  the
victimisation.

During the interview, Ntumbo
disc los e s  to  the ACC the pre s ence
of  a  carte l  within the Ministry  of
Finance involved in  a  30-year-old
money laundering scheme,  which
he said  i s  even more wide spread
than the one at  the  Ministry  of
General  Education.

He further  disc lo s e s  that
K110,000 was deposited into  his
account  as  an attempt to  recruit
him into  the carte l .  To
substantiate  his  c la ims,  Ntumbo
prints  out  records  from the
Integrated Financial  Management
System (IFMIS).

De spite  this  evidence,  the  state
fai l s  to  s e ize  the i l l ic it  funds
deposited into  his  account.

July 2021: ACC Issues Protect ion
Order for  Ntumbo as  Vict imisation
Heightens.

The ACC formal ly  write s  to
Ass istant  Director  of  Special i s ed
Audit,  instructing that  Ntumbo
should not  be  transferred unti l
cr iminal  inve stigations  are
concluded.

However,  whi le  the  ACC was sti l l
bui ld ing its  cas e  on
victimisation,  Ass istant  Director
of  the  Special i s ed Audit
Department  transfers  Ntumbo
from the Forensic  Audit  Section
to the Revenue Audit  Section.

July  21,  2021:Ntumbo is
transferred to  Mongu,  We stern
Province,  which he appeals  on
grounds of  v ictimisation.

ACC warns  Ministry  of  Finance
off ic ia ls  for  harass ing Ntumbo
and obstructing the ongoing
inve stigations.

The Control ler  of  Internal  Audit
arrange s  for  Ntumbo to  be  placed
on the We stern Province payrol l
without  fo l lowing government
procedure s,  which require  an
arrival  advice  form before  such
placement.

Ass istant  Director  instructs
Ntumbo to  re-audit  MOGE.

The ACC cautions  Ass istant
Director  against  this  d irective,
stating that  MOGE was under
inve stigation.

Ntumbo re sume s reporting to  the
Ministry  of  Finance.

\
August  3,  2021:Ntumbo formal ly
write s  to  key authoritie s—
including the Secretary of  the
Civi l  Service  Commiss ion,  the
Secretary to  the Cabinet,  the
Permanent  Secretary (Financial
Management  and Administration)
at  the Ministry  of  Finance,  the
Director  General  of  the  ACC, and
the Director  of  Human Re source s
—appeal ing his  transfer  on the
grounds of  v ictimisation.

September 2021: Escalat ion of
Vict imisation

The Director  of  Human
Re source s  at  the  Ministry  of
Finance write s  to  Ntumbo,  g iv ing
him 48 hours  to  explain why he
had not  reported to  Mongu.

September 7,  2021:  Ntumbo is
asked to  col lect  an exculpatory
letter  from the Ministry  of
Finance.

September 23,  2021:  Ntumbo
re sponds to  the Ministry,
explaining that  he  had appealed
to the Secretary to  the Director
of  Human Re source s  and the
Civi l  Service  Commiss ion,  c iting
documented evidence of
victimisation.

October 2021: ACC Intervenes

The ACC phone s  the Control ler  of
Internal  Audit  and the Director
of  Human Re source s  at  the
Ministry  of  Finance to  caution
them over  their  continued
victimisation of  Ntumbo.

ACC of f icer  summons Ntumbo to
his  of f ice,  urging him to
reconci le  with his  superiors  and
drop the corruption cas e s  against
Ministry  of  Finance of f ic ia ls .

Later  that  month,  Ntumbo
personal ly  reports  l i fe-
threatening attacks  to  Deputy
Inspector  General  of  Pol ice,  and
submits  a  written complaint  to
Inspector  General  of  Pol ice.

However,  after  the initia l
interview and submiss ion of
evidence,  Deputy Inspector
General  of  Pol ice  stops  taking
Ntumbo’s  cal l s .

November 2021 – May 2022:
Internal  Audit  and Further
Retal iat ion

Ntumbo is  ass igned to  lead the
internal  audit  ver i f ication of
pharmaceutical  drugs  in
Southern Province.

November 3,  2021:  Ministry  of
Finance Targets  Ntumbo
The Permanent  Secretary of
Economic  Management  and
Finance informs the ACC that
Ntumbo was charged in  June
2021 for  the lo ss  of  a  government
laptop,  as  f lagged in  an audit
query by the Off ice  of  the
Auditor  General .

December 2021: Threats  and
Expulsion from Off ice

December 5,  2021:  Ntumbo reports
for  work at  the  Ministry  of  Finance
but  i s  forc ibly  removed from the
premis e s  by Director  of  Internal
Audit  Operations,  Human Re source
Off icer,  and Director  of  the
Special i s ed Audit  Department

.
In re spons e,  Ntumbo f i le s  an emai l
complaint  with Control ler  of
Internal  Audit,  Director  of  Audit
Operations,  and Director  of  the
Special i s ed Audit  Department.

December 6,  2021:  Secretary to  the
Treasury summons Ntumbo and
threatens  him, accusing him of
pretending to  be  an ACC
whist leblower.

Secretary to  the Treasury also
claims that  Ntumbo expos ed an
irregular  K950,000 loan he
obtained from the Ministry  of
Finance and National  Planning.

He warns  that  i f  Ntumbo fai l s  to
report  to  Mongu within 10 days,  he
wil l  be  retired in  the “national
intere st.”

December 20,  2021:  ACC Issue s
Legal  Protection for  Ntumbo

The ACC write s  a  caveat  letter  to
the Secretary to  the Treasury,
copying the Secretary to  the
Cabinet.

The letter  of f ic ia l ly  legal ly  protects
Ntumbo from further  retal iation.

It  conf irms that  Ntumbo has
suffered workplace  v ictimisation at
the hands  of  Ass istant  Director  of
Treasury and other  s enior  Ministry
of  Finance of f ic ia ls

Februar y 2022

Ntumbo write s  to  Pre s ident
Hichi lema reque sting intervention
but  receive s  no re spons e.

He meets  then DEC Director
General,  submitting a  paral le l
complaint  and reque sting an
ass e ssment  of  his  s ecurity  s ituation,

He provide s  her  with evidence of
economic  plunder  involving four
aircraft  (two ATRs and two
Boeings) by the previous
government.

Documents  reveal  a  $3 mil l ion
transfer  by the government,  but  the
aircraft  were never  del ivered.

Reports  indicate  that  money was
col lected us ing the Pre s identia l
Chal lenger  a ircraft.

DEC provide s  Ntumbo with state
s ecurity  and a  safe  hous e within
s even days.

Ntumbo informs the ACC Director
General  that  his  of f ice  space has
been overcrowded,  making work
dif f icult.

The ACC DG doe s  not  act,  c iting
instructions  not  to  arre st  Ministry
of  Finance of f ic ia ls  due to  ongoing
IMF negotiations.
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The re str iction on the K5,000
bribe in  Ntumbo’s  bank account
expire s,  and he informs the ACC.
No action is  taken unti l  Ntumbo
reque sts  a  progre ss  report  in
October  2022.

August  9,  2022

Civi l  Service  Commiss ion advis e s
the Ministry  of  Finance that
Ntumbo was abs ent  without  val id
authorisation and recommends
disc ipl inary action.  The
Commiss ion never  communicate s
this  to  Ntumbo.

 MOGE bribe  cas e,  as  the  K5,000
remains  in  his  account  s ince
February 2022.  ACC fai l s  to  re spond
but  re impos e s  the re str iction on the
K5,000 without  informing him.

Charge s  include abs enteeism and
the lo ss  of  a  government laptop,
which he previously  reported
stolen.

March 23:  Ntumbo write s  to  ACC
summaris ing his  v ictimisation
and transfer.

March 30:  Ntumbo’s  lawyers
reque sts  a  meeting with the ACC
DG regarding legal  action.

Februar y 2023

March 2022

The Civi l  Service  Commiss ion
acknowledge s  Ntumbo’s  appeal
against  his  transfer  to  Mongu,
stating discuss ions  with the
Ministry  of  Finance are
ongoing.\

The Civi l  Service  Commiss ion
transfers  s everal  d irectors  from
the Ministry  of  Finance to  the
Cabinet  Off ice.

June 2022

Ntumbo contacts  new ACC DG
Gilbert  Phir i  regarding the
Ministry  of  Finance’s  fa i lure  to
comply with protective  measure s.

Ntumbo s eeks  a  meeting with
DEC DG Chirwa regarding the
promis ed arre sts  of  Ministry  of
Finance of f ic ia ls .

Chirwa decl ine s,  referr ing him to
Ass istant  Director  of  Money
Laundering,  Mukelabai
Kwaleyela.

Ntumbo ins ists  on the DG’s
attention.

Three hours  later,  a  DEC of f ic ia l
cal l s ,  que stioning why Ntumbo is
sti l l  in  the safe  hous e,  sugge sting
his  stay was only  meant  to  be
temporary.

October 2022

Additional  inte l l igence reveals
the Ministry  of  Finance theft
amounts  to  K533 mil l ion,  far
exceeding initia l  e stimate s.

Ntumbo informs DEC DG. She
offers  a  meeting,  but  Ntumbo
decl ine s,  opting for  pr ivate
pros ecution.

December 22, 2022

Ntumbo reports  to  the Ministry
of  Finance as  usual.  A Senior
Internal  Auditor  cal l s ,
que stioning his  pre s ence.

Januar y 2023

Ministry  of  Finance remove s
Ntumbo from payrol l .

Ntumbo bel ieve s  ACC ins iders
shie lding corruption are  behind
attacks  on his  l i fe  and salary
suspension.

Former Internal  Audit  Control ler
(among thos e  arre sted) remove s
Ntumbo from the payrol l .

January 27,  2023:  Ntumbo’s
lawyers  (LCK Chambers) write
to  the ACC DG citing reprisals
against  him and reque sting a
progre ss  report  within s even
days.

They also  write  to  the Attorney
General  demanding his
reinstatement  and protection
from further  reprisals .

January 31,  2023:  Ntumbo
receive s  a  charge sheet  from the
Ministry  for  abs enteeism s ince
September 2021.

Senior  of f ic ia ls  at  the  Ministry  of
Finance and Auditor  General’s
Off ice  are  transferred as
inve stigations  continue.

March 2023

Under new DG Tom
Shamakamba,  ACC arre sts  18
s enior  Ministry  of  Finance
off ic ia ls  for  theft  and f ictitious
payments.

April  20, 2023

Ministry  of  Justice  re sponds  to
LCK Chambers’  February 24
letter,  stating that  Ntumbo was
transferred in  July  2021 but
fai led to  report  to  his  new post.

Citing Section 60(b) of  Publ ic
Service  Terms,  the Ministry
state s  his  sa lary  i s  withheld  due
to abs ence,  though he was not
of f ic ia l ly  removed from payrol l .

May 11, 2023

Ntumbo write s  to  ACC DG,
copying LCK Chambers,
expre ss ing concerns  over  his
reinstatement  and safety.

He al lege s  that  Secretary to  the
Treasury Fel ix  Nkulukusa is
blocking his  return to  payrol l .

He reque sts  state  protection.

ACC issue s  a  re str iction order  on
propertie s  belonging to  Ass istant
Director  and Ass istant  Director
of  the  Special i s ed Audit
Department.  Ass istant  Director
had issued c lean Internal  Audit
Reports  for  MOGE unti l
December 2019,  particular ly
regarding the Zambia Education
Project  Implementation Unit.

May 24,  2023:Transparency
International  Zambia re leas e s  a
statement  on ACC’s  suspect
refund negotiations.

September 06, 2023

DEC orders  Ntumbo to  vacate
safe  hous e.

Ntumbo write s  to  the DEC
Director  General,  s eeking an
update  on his  d isc lo sure s
regarding the US$3 mil l ion and
K5 bi l l ion Ministry  scandal,
reminding them of  their  promis e
to  dismantle  the carte l  within
two weeks.

September 2023 – Ntumbo f i le s
for  judic ia l  review in  the High
Court.

December 13,  2023 – Court  of
Appeal  rul ing.

January 2024 – Attempts  made
to s ett le  the  matter  out  of  court.

May 15,  2024 – Cas e  returns  to
court  after  fa i led out-of-court
s ett lement.  The Ministry  of
Finance ins isted they would only
pay Ntumbo upon written
conf irmation from the ACC that
he had been staying in  a  safe
hous e.

Under new DG Tom
Shamakamba,  ACC arre sts  18
s enior  Ministry  of  Finance
off ic ia ls  for  theft  and f ictitious
payments.

February 22,  2025 – Ringo
Zulu,  Control ler  of  Internal
Audit,  i s  f ired.

Ntumbo write s  to  ACC DG
reque sting progre ss  reports  on
the MOGE and Ministry  of
Finance cas e s.  He also  inquire s
i f  the  ACC has  abandoned the -

He re sponds  the same day but
receive s  no reply.

An unnamed person c la ims to
relay a  me ssage from the
Pre sident,  reque sting evidence of
the looting at  the  Ministry  of
Finance.

The stor y was f irst  published on
March 26,  2025.

Harassment,  Cover-Ups,  and Bribery in  Multi-Bi l l ion Kwacha Finance Ministry  Scandal  Con.. . .
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Chama Diar y:  Chama Runs on Black-Market  Fuel  as  District
Lacks Fi l l ing Stat ion

Chama, the large st  d istr ict  in
Eastern Province,  i s  hard to  acce ss
due to  poor  roads.  I t  has  only  one
bank,  no mobi le  network operators,
and cr itical ly,  no of f ic ia l  fuel ing
station.  According to  Chama distr ict
counci l ’s  website,  it  covers  about
17,630 km² — more land than any
other  distr ict  in  the province.

On the streets,  yel low 20-l iter
containers  have become a  famil iar
s ight,  symbols  of  the  thriving black-
market  fuel  trade.  For  many
famil ie s,  vending has  proved
prof itable,  with some vendors  saying
it  has  enabled them to  pay school
fee s  and meet  other  hous ehold
needs.

Botha adds  that  vendors  face  their
own chal lenge s,  particular ly  in  the
rainy s eason when poor  roads  dr ive
up transport  costs.

By Ennet y Munshya

The abs ence of  a  l icenced fuel ing
station in  Chama Distr ict,  Eastern
Province,  has  forced re s idents  to
rely  entire ly  on informal,  b lack-
market  fuel  vendors  for  both
transport  and busine ss  needs.

Fuel  i s  so ld  in  20-l iter  containers  by
street  vendors  who source  it  mainly
from neighboring Malawi,  where it
i s  cheaper,  or  from Lundazi  town.
Price s  f luctuate  sharply—ranging
from K60 to  K90 for  2.5 l iters,  and
soaring to  as  much as  K150 during
shortage s.

De spite  being home to  more than
140,000 people,  according to  the
2022 census,  Chama remains  one of
the most  i so lated distr icts  in  the
province.  Poor infrastructure
continue s  to  hinder  acce ss,  with
most  roads  unpaved and often
impassable  in  the rainy s eason.  The
distr ict  i s  l inked to  the re st  of  the
country by just  two main route s,  the
Chipata–Lundazi–Chama Road and
the Chama–Matumbo Road.

A recent  v is it  by  a  MakanDay team
found that,  whi le  a  few streets  in
the central  busine ss  d istr ict  are
tarred,  bas ic  fac i l itie s  remain
scarce.  Re sidents  say many
busine ss e s  shun the area,  c iting  its
lack of  economic  v iabi l ity.

But  for  taxi  and motorbike
operators,  survival  i s  more di f f icult.
They contend with unstable  pr ice s,
high costs,  and unrel iable  fuel
qual ity.  Some vendors  reportedly
s el l  changanya,  fuel  adulterated
with water  or  paraf f in,  that  damage s
engine s  and further  squeeze s  a lready
thin l ivel ihoods.

One fuel  vendor,  Zebron Botha,  who
has  been in  the trade s ince  2001,
explained that  suppl ie s  are  sourced
both local ly  and across  the  border  in
Malawi,  though most ly  from Malawi
where fuel  i s  s igni f icant ly  cheaper
than in  Zambia.

According to  Botha,  a  2.5- l iter
container  of  d ie s e l  s e l l s  for  between
K60 and K75,  depending on the
vendor.  Petrol  costs  s l ight ly  more,
ranging from K75 to  K90.  But  when
supply  runs  low, price s  spike,  with
the same 2.5 l iters  s e l l ing  for  as
much as  K150.

“We buy the fuel  in  drums and start
re s el l ing.  I t  i s  cheaper  to  order  from
Malawi  than local ly.  Local ly,  fuel  i s
expensive,  so  i f  we order  at  an
expensive  pr ice  we also  have to  hike
the price  for  us  to  make something
out  of  it,”  he explained.

Another  vendor,  who reque sted
anonymity,  said  he has  been in  the
trade for  nearly  24 years.  He
de scr ibed fuel  vending in  Chama as
highly  lucrative,  largely  becaus e the
distr ict  has  no l icens ed fuel ing
station.

From the busine ss,  he  has  managed
to educate  his  chi ldren and support
other  family  needs.

He explained that  vendors  source
fuel  from l icens ed s ervice  stations  in
Lundazi  and,  at  time s,  from Malawi.
“It  depends  on where it  i s  cheap.
Sometime s  we buy from Malawi  and
sometime s  local ly  in  Lundazi .
Avai labi l ity  of  the  fuel  a lso  matters
and determine s  the price  at  which
we re s el l  it,”  he says.

El i jah Ng’uni,  a  taxi  dr iver  in
Chama, de scr ibed the fuel  s ituation
as  a  major  chal lenge,  saying vendors
always  add a  prof it  margin.

“It’s  not  easy  to  balance operations
and cash in  becaus e fuel  pr ice s  are
unstable  and keep f luctuating,” he
said,  adding that  qual ity  i s  a lso  a
concern due to  poor  storage.

“We need a  l icens ed fuel ing station
here.  Even when government
reduce s  pr ice s,  we don’t  benef it
becaus e vendors  sti l l  want  to  make
prof its .  Running a  taxi  busine ss  has
become too expensive—the costs  are
just  too high.”

Peter  Banda,  a  motorbike r ider,
echoed the concern,  noting that
unstable  fuel  pr ice s  d isrupt  their
busine ss e s.

“When vendors  hike  price s,  we are
forced to  rais e  fare s  just  to  survive,
but  c l ients  don’t  understand when
we increas e  fare s.  We real ly  need a
fuel ing station,” he said.

Banda added that  adulterated fuel,
known local ly  as  changanya,  i s
another  threat.

“Sometime s  they mix fuel  with
water  or  paraf f in  and s e l l  i t  to  us.
Our bike s  and vehic le s  are  getting
damaged,” he complained.

Story from page 1
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Alick Nkhata’s  Musical  Legacy
The mult i l ingual  musician who wrote songs that  transcended social  and cultural  divides  and helped build national
unity

Many people  in  Zambia today may
not  have heard of  Al ick  Nkata,  let
alone know about  his  enormous
contr ibution to  the growth of  the
country’s  music  industry.  However,
Mr Nkhata,  whos e i l lustr ious
musical  career  spanned the pre-  and
post- independence era,  not  only
pioneered popular  music  in  the early
1950s,  but,  up to  his  demis e  in  the
mid-1970s,  was the undisputed
champion of  that  genre of  music  in
Zambia,  i f  not  in  the entire  central
Afr ica.

Zimbabwe making high qual ity  f ie ld
recordings  of  indigenous songs  and
documenting local  musical
instruments.  Mr Nkhata’s  devotion
to pre s erving Afr ican traditional
music  out l ived his  work with Mr
Tracy.  Long after  the departure  of
his  British  mentor  from Northern
Rhode sia  in  1949,  Mr Nkhata
continued to  record traditional  songs
for  the Central  Afr ican Broadcasting
Service  (CABS),  which he jo ined as
an announcer-translator  in  1950.  In
1963,  CABS, the forerunner of  the
pre s ent-day Zambia National
Broadcasting Corporation,  sponsored
him to  study broadcasting with the
Voice  of  America  (VOA) in
Washington,  US.  While  there,  he
became one of  the  earl ie st  hosts  of
the Afr ican Panorama programme on
the VOA Engl ish to  Afr ica  s ervice.
Three years  later,  Mr Nkhata ros e  to
the rank of  d irector  of  broadcasting
and cultural  s ervice s  at  CABS, a
position he held  up to  his  retirement
in 1974.

At  the height  of  his  s inging career  in
the 1950s and 1960s,  Mr Nkhata
compos ed and recorded numerous
songs.  His  most  popular  hits
included Shalapo (Goodbye),
If i lamba (Tears),  Tax driver,  Icupo
(Marriage),  Nal ikwebele  Sonka (I
Warned You,  Sonka),  Bale l i la
Pendeka (Crying for  Pendeka),
Abalumendo bamo (Some
Gentlemen) and Ulus e  lwal i l
eNkwale  (Kindne ss  Ki l led  the
Partr idge),  a l l  o f  which he sang in
ChiBemba.  He also  sang songs  in
Nyanja,  Lunda,  Chewa, Kaonde,
Tumbuka and Ns engaand in  Swaka.
Mr Nkhata’s  abi l ity  to  s ing in  so
many di f ferent  language s  apt ly
atte sted to  the versati l ity  of  the
born-music ian and to  his  conviction
that  music  transcended l inguist
barriers.

By Walima T. Kalusa

A hous ehold name throughout  the
region in  the 1950s and 1960s,  he
animated the l ive s  of  thousands  of
people  who attended his  concerts  or
l i stened to  his  songs  on radio.
Indeed,  many people  of  his
generation -  including the author’s
parents  -  sti l l  have fond memorie s  of
the guitar ist-s inger  and continue to
s ing his  songs  in  time s  of  merry-
making.  In  this  s ens e,  his  music  sti l l
l ive s  on today.

Who was Al ick  Nkhata and what
made his  music  so  popular?

Mr Nkhata was born in  1922 in
Kasama in  the Northern Province of
what  was then Northern Rhode sia
(now Zambia).  He was an of fspring
of  a  cross-ethnic  marriage between a
Tonga father  and a  Bemba mother,
whos e bel ie fs  and culture  would
later  be  ref lected in  her  son’s  music.
Litt le  i s  known about  his  ear ly  l i fe,
save for  the fact  that  the future
artist  had an abiding pass ion for
music  from chi ldhood.  After  leaving
school,  he  trained as  a  teacher  but,
after  the outbreak of  the  Second
World War,  enl isted in  the Kings
Afr ican Rif le s  under  the East
Afr ican Divis ion.  Like  many
Zambian men of  his  generation,  he
saw action in  the Far  East,  notably
in Burma.  Unfortunately,  there  i s  no
documented account  of  his
experience s  there.

Mr Nkhata s eems to  have begun
singing and playing an acoustic
guitar  as  a  teenager,  a  hobby that
his  mother  appeared to  have keenly
nurtured.  His  s inging career,
however,  real ly  took of f  after  the
end of  the  war when,  fo l lowing
demobi l i sation in  1946,  the
upcoming artist  worked as  a  f ie ld
music  recording ass istant  under
Hugh Tracy,  the  famous British
ethnomusicologist.  Credited with
“inventing” the Kal imba,  a  vers ion
of  the  Imbari,  a  Shona hand-held
musical  instrument,  Mr Tracy
travel led the length and breadth of
central  and southern Afr ica  with Mr
Nkhata recording traditional  Afr ican
music  from 1946 to  1949.  Mr Tracy,
who founded the International
Library of  Afr ican Music  in  1954 to
record traditional  music  in  central
and southern Afr ica,  fervently
bel ieved that  unle ss  such music  was
recorded and thus  pre s erved,  it
could wither  away under  the
pre ssure s  of  colonial ism with its
of fshoots  of  we sternisation,  labour
migration,  urbanisation and
Christianity.   

By al l  accounts,  Mr Nkhata came to
share Mr Tracy’s  bel ie f  in  the value
of  pre s erving authentic  Afr ican
music  for  the sake of  poster ity.
Together,  they toured many parts  of
colonial  Zambia,  Malawi  and

Our protagonist  d id  not  only  record
other  music ians’  music.  He hims el f
was a lso  an accompl ished solo
guitar ist  who compos ed,  sang and
recorded his  own songs.  To promote
his  s inging career,  he  jo ined hands
in the 1950s with Shadrack Soko
and Dick Saps eid,  an accompl ished
music ian and British  broadcaster  at
CABS, and together  they formed the
Lusaka Radio  Band,  which they
later  rechristened as  the  Big  Gold
Six Band.  The band’s  songs  were
played regularly  on radio.  Mr
Nkhata continued to  churn out  music
even after  CABS’s  of f ice s  were
relocated to  colonial  Harare in
modern Zimbabwe during the
Federation of  Rhode sia  and
Nyasaland.  After  moving to  Harare,
he teamed up with leading local
music ians  there  such as  El ias  Banda,
regularly  touring and performing
music  across  the  country during his
free  time.   

As  the tit le s  of  his  hits  sugge st,  his
songs,  a  number of  which he
compos ed and sang on the spur of
the moment,  were avivid
commentary on a  wide variety  of
socia l  i ssue s  in  1950s and 1960s
Northern Rhode sia.  As  an American
anthropologist  who met  him in  the
1950s obs erved,  Mr Nkhata sang of
rural  and urban l i fe,  of  s ex,  of  love
and of  lonel ine ss,  and so  on.  In
Abalumendo bamo, for  example,  the
“Dreamer of  Songs,” as  Nkhata
cal led hims el f,  warned young men
against  wasting money on Bakapenta
-  that  i s  prostitute s  who painted
their  l ip s.  In  another  popular  hit,  he
sang of  awkward,  ignorant  wive s
from rural  areas  who brought  shame
upon their  urban husbands by
cooking tea  leave s  as  i f  they were
vegetable s.

This week in the Bullet in and Record

A popular  feat ure  on programmes and sound is  the  Lusaka Radio Band led
 by Al ick Nkhata,  himsel f  a  wel l  know and popular  radio personal i t y

Story from page 1
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Alick Nkhata’s  Musical  Legacy Cont..

But Mr Nkhata often also  sang of
more s er ious  i ssue s.  In  1966,  for
instance,  he  compos ed a  song in
prais e  of  Zambia’s  First  National
Development  Plan that  sought  to
improve state  management  of  the
economy, education and cultural
development.  Simi lar ly,  before  his
death in  the 1970s,  he  compos ed a
song in  which he chal lenged the
international  community  to  remove
from power the i l legal  white
minority  regime of  Ian Smith in
Southern Rhode sia  (Zimbabwe).
Whether  satir ical ,  s entimental  or
melanchol ic,  Mr Nkhata’s  songs  no
le ss  entertained than educated his
fans.  Eyewitne ss e s  recal l  that  people
who attended his  concerts  would be
laughing one moment and crying the
next,  depending on the nature of  the
songs  the ta lented music ian played.  

By the time he retired to  his  farm in
Mkushi  in  1974,  Mr Nkhata had
recorded thousands  of  songs  that
included his  and other  music ians’
music.  Through his  own art,  he
championed peaceful  coexistence,
for  his  music  transcended barriers  of
ethnic ity,  racism and other  re lated
“isms” that  sow s eeds  of  socia l
discord in  society.  Indeed,  some of
his  songs  in  the 1950s r idiculed the
exploitation of  Afr icans,  colour  bar
and racia l  d iscr imination,  but  they
were never  recorded due to  the
pol itical  temperature of  the  day.
Even in  retirement,  Mr Nkhata
continued composing and s inging at
his  farm. He eventual ly  became a
member of  the  Performing Rights
Society,  an umbrel la  body of  artists
bas ed in  the UK from which his
family  continue s  to  derive  royaltie s
for  his  music.

Mr Nkhata was ki l led  at  his  farm by
Ian Smith’s  force s  from Southern
Rhode sia  in  1978 during a  raid
against  a  nearby camp of  national ist
f ighters  under  the Zimbabwe Afr ican
People s  Union (ZAPU). His  demis e,
however,  fa i led  to  extinguish his
music,  which continue s  to  be  played
on radio  programme s at  ZNBC,
where his  recordings  are  local is ed.
His  music  a lso  l ive s  on through the
ef forts  of  his  son,  David,  who
inherited his  father’s  love for
composing,  s inging and recording
songs.  David Nkhata,  who continue s
to  l ive  on his  late  father’s  farm in
Mkushi  and who vehemently  oppos e s
computeris ed music,  i s  pois ed to
releas e  a  new album before  the end
of  2012,  thus  carrying on the family
tradition of  s inging and entertaining
people.  

Although no s er ious  study has  been
carried out  on Mr Nkhata,  he  i s
certainly  a  towering f igure  in  the
history of  Zambian music  and that  of
the country as  a  whole.  Through his
unequal led ef forts  to  record his  own
and other  music ians’  art,  he
pre s erved and bequeathed thousands
of  songs  to  the nation and to
poster ity.  His  songs,  transcending
social  and cultural  d iv ide s,  further
cultivated a  s ens e  of  national  unity,
socia l  cohe sion and identity.

In this  s ens e,  Mr Nkhata’s  art
became a  potent  symbol  of  nation-
bui lding both before  and after  his
tragic  end.  His  music  poss e ss ed
teachings  that  are  as  re levant  to
contemporary Zambian society  as
they were to  previous  generations.  I t
i s  no wonder that  it  sti l l  attracts  the
attention of  many Zambians  today
irre spective  of  their  l inguistic,
ethnic  and histor ical  backgrounds.
Through music,  the  compos er,
teacher,  entertainer  and socia l  cr itic
educated multitude s  of  people,
drawing their  attention to  socia l
i ssue s,  and,  after  independence,
pre ss ing pol itical  problems.  His  art
also  broke ethnic  and other  barriers
and was an important  e lement  in
nation-bui lding after  independence.
For a l l  the s e  reasons,  his  name
de s erve s  to  be  etched in  Zambia’s
hal l  of  fame.

This stor y was f irst  published in
the October 2012 edit ion of  the
Bullet in and Record magazine.

What is  with the voters?
In Malawi,  voters  revers ed their
decis ion of  f ive  years  ago,  when they
removed Prof.  Peter  Mutharika from
off ice,  by  returning him to  the
pre s idency in  the September 2025
election.  
He won with about  56.8% of  the
vote,  defeating incumbent  Lazarus
Chakwera.  Malawi  thus  become s the
fourth Afr ican country to  re-e lect  a
former pre s ident.
Just  last  year,  in  December 2024,
Ghana brought  back former
Pre sident  John Dramani  Mahama,
who defeated his  main r ival,  Vice
Pre sident  and rul ing-party
candidate  Mahamudu Bawumia.  

In  Benin,  Mathieu Kérékou lo st
power in  1991 but  returned to  win
the pre s idency again in  1996,  and
was re-elected in  2001.

What i s  surpris ing in  a l l  this  i s  the
trust  that  voters  have shown in
Malawi  and Ghana—the bel ie f  that  a
pol itic ian who once held  of f ice  can
suddenly  return as  a  national
saviour.  

Voters  often expre ss  frustration that
leaders  who promis e  transformation
quickly  fa l l  short  once in  of f ice.  

In  Zambia,  as  e ls ewhere,  c itizens
are  growing impatient  with leaders
who fa i l  to  del iver  on jobs,  the  cost
of  l iv ing,  corruption,  and basic
s ervice s.  

This  impatience fuels  nostalg ia  for
former pre s idents  or  earl ier
governments,  with some bel ieving
that  returning a  famil iar  f igure
might  br ing stabi l ity,  experience,  or
s imply  a  change from the
disappointments  of  the  pre s ent.

rejecting both John the Baptist  and
the Son of  Man de spite  the di f ferent
ways  in  which each came.  

In the same way,  voters  today often
f ind excus e s  for  the fa i lure s  of
pol itic ians  whi le  refus ing to  take
re sponsibi l ity  for  their  own role.

A s imi lar  development  occurred in
Somal ia,  though under  a  di f ferent
system. In May 2022,  the Somal i
parl iament  re-e lected former
Pre sident  Hassan Sheikh Mohamud
to a  new term.

There i s  a  s imi lar ity  here  with the
Gospel  passage in  Luke 7:31–35,
where Je sus  compare s  the people  of
his  generation to  chi ldren in  the
marketplace—never  satis f ied,

In a  democracy,  change doe s  not
come from pol itic ians  a lone.
Pol itic ians  re spond to  pre ssure,
accountabi l ity,  and the demands of
the people.  

Voters  must  move beyond nostalg ia
or  frustration and recognis e  their
own re sponsibi l ity:  to  organis e,  to
hold  leaders  accountable,  and to
demand re sults .  Without  that
pre ssure,  even the most  wel l -
meaning leaders  wi l l  fa i l  to  del iver.  

Democracy works  be st  when voters
stop waiting for  a  pol itical
“me ss iah” and instead act  as  the
driving force  that  compels
pol itic ians  to  s erve the publ ic  good.

Comment
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Entries  Open for  MakanDay Invest igat ive Reporting Award

Guns, Gangs and Gold:  The dark s ide of  Zambia’s  gold
discover y

Awards Ceremony

The Eminent  Prize  for  Inve stigative  Journal ism is  now in its  fourth year.  This
award recognis e s  journal ists  who demonstrate  exceptional  commitment  to
uncovering hidden facts  and holding leaders  accountable.

Deadline:  31st  October 2025

A panel  of  independent  judge s  wi l l  review submiss ions  and s e lect  up to  two
winners.

Overal l  Winner:  A brand-new laptop
Runner-up(s):  A three-month,  ful ly  paid  internship at  MakanDay
Honourable  Mentions:  Up to  two may be named and invited to  the awards
ceremony hosted by MakanDay

Winning and f inal ist  entr ie s  wi l l  be  featured on the website
https://makanday.org and across  our  socia l  media  plat forms.

Submission Guidel ines

Entrie s  must  uncover  abus e of  power,  corruption,  or  expos e  injustice.
Journal ists  may submit  their  own work or  nominate  another’s  work (with
their  permiss ion).
El ig ible  entr ie s  must  have been publ ished or  broadcast  between 1 s t  January
and October  31 s t  2025.
Non-Engl ish entr ie s  must  include a  translation.
For print  entr ie s:  include a  scanned copy (and,  i f  unclear,  a  transcript  in
Word or  PDF).
For broadcast  entr ie s  (TV, radio,  or  onl ine  v ideo):  include a  l ink or  attach
the f i le.
Al l  entr ie s  must  include a  biography and photo of  the  entrant(s).
The awards  are  open to  a l l  Zambian journal ists  and MakanDay contr ibutors.
However,  MakanDay journal ists  are  not  e l ig ible  to  partic ipate.

Would you agree with Chief  Kizela’s  spoke sperson,  Labson Samola Kayombo,  on the government’s  decis ion to  a l locate
the Kikonge gold  mine in  Mufumbwe, North We stern Province,  to  cooperative s?

“I  advocated for  cooperative s  mys el f.  Having one inve stor  i s  s e l f i sh  busine ss.  With cooperative s,  money stays  with
our people  and can improve the local  economy.  I f  there  was an inve stor,  the  money could be  going to  South Afr ica  or
going to  England.  For  me,  the idea of  cooperative s  i s  the  be st.  I  hope government can extend it  to  copper  and other
minerals.”

MakanDay’s  Charle s  Mafa,  together  with Jame s Beluchi  (Kas empa FM) and Caleb Likomeno (Mufumbwe FM),
travel led to  Mufumbwe to  trace  how a discovery that  was meant  to  br ing prosperity  has  instead unleashed gangs,
guns,  and chaos.

Ful l  story coming soon.. .
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